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Airbus Loses 
$200 Million 
Because of 
^Price War 

Planemaker Seeks lies 
With Mitsubishi for 
New Business in Japan 

By Tom Buerkle 

International Herald Tribune 



No. 36,075 


LONDON — The global price war on 
commercial aircraft took its toll on Air- 
bus -Industrie last year, ranging the 
European aircraft-building consortium 
to post an effective loss of aboot $200 
million, British Aerospace PLC, one of 
-the consortium's four pa r tn e rs, said 
Thursday. 

4 ^ But the underlying health of Airbus 
^pras portrayed as relatively robust by 
•British Aerospace, Europe’s biggest 


Boeing, after a loss, vows to Impose 
self-discipline. Page 11. 
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'arms maker, which reported a signif- 
icant rise in profit on its Airbus work 
because of a 20 percent increase in 
aircraft deliveries. 

British Aerospace said that despite 
good sales. Airbus had been hit by in- 
tense competitive pressures and, “as a 
result of these pressures, incuned an 
operating loss in 1998.” 

Separately, Airbus confirmed that it 
was holding discussions with Mit- 
subishi Heavy Industries Ltd. of Japan 
and other companies to supply parts for 
some of its aircraft, a move that could 
sharpen its competition with Boeing. 

A link could help Airbus increase 
Jbales in Asia and eventually lead to 
^Mitsubishi taking a share of the risk in 
developing a 600-seat jumbo jet that 
Airbus hopes to introduce in 2005, in- 
dustry executives and analysts said. 

Mitsubishi currently supplies parts, 
including doors and tail cones, to Boe- 
ing. 

In London, British Aerospace exec- 
utives also defended their recent £7.8 
billion ($12.32 billion) acquisition of 
Marconi Electronic Systems. John 
Weston, chief executive of British 
Aerospace, said the enlarged group's 
size and breadth of expertise left it well 
placed to play a leading role in future 
defense consolidation. 

But Mr. Weston said he was “a little 
surprised* ' by the negative U.S. reaction 
to the deal, which appears to have dealt 
a setback to British Aerospace's hopes 
of finding an American partner. 

John Hamre, a U.S. deputy defense 
etary, said last week the merger was 
“very damaging*’ to the prospects of 
trans-Atlantic defense cooperation. 

He also acknowledged that the deal 
had postponed the prospect of a merger 
with the leading German and French 
aerospace groups, although they said 
they would parsue closer ties with other 
European companies such as Aleoia of 
Italy and Saab, the Swedish aircraft 
maker in which British Aerospace holds 
a 35 percent stake. 

’There’s real scope for doing some 
other business in Europe,’’ Mr. Weston 
said. 

British Aerospace said it incurred an 
operating loss of £25 million last year 
through its 20 percent share in Airbus, 
which implies an operating loss of £125 
million for the consortium. Airbus is a 
loose grouping of economic interest un- 
^ der French law and does not report 
“earnings itself. 

Under that structure. Airbus faces a 
squeeze because it buys parts from its 

See AIRBUS, Page 4 
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U.S. Senate Assails China 
On Human Rights Abuses 


By Brian Knowlton 

International Herald Tribune 
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A soldier of die Kosovo Liberation Army standing guard near Pristina on Thursday. 

NATO Troops Move Closer 
To Kosovo to Counter Serbs 

Milosevic Is Warned Against Launching Offensive 


By Joseph Fitchett 

International Herald Tribune 


PARIS — NATO moved forces closer to 
Kosovo on Thursday after ILS. intelligence 
repotted that Serbian troops, backed by scores 
of tanks, were massing just across the bender. 

That position would enable the Serbs, if they 
chose, to launch a lightning offensive against 
ethnic Albanian guerrilla strongholds in north- 
ern Kosovo if peace negotiations fail — or 
possibly even during the recess in the talks. 

Warning President Slobodan Milosevic of 
Yugoslavia not to take military advantage of 
the pause in peace diplomacy, both Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright and General Wesley 
Clark said that the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization was ready to retaliate if the Serbian 
forces struck. 

In Washington, tile Pentagon spokesman 
Ken Bacon said, “We don’t know why they 
have moved these troops or exactly what they 
plan to do with the troops which they have 
marshaled around the bonders of Kosovo.’’ 

But, he said, “What is most important is that 


the troops show restraint It is the conduct of the 
troops which is much more important than the 
number of the troops at this stage.’’ 

The threat of NATO air strikes remained in 
effect, a senior French official said Jn -Paris, 
explaining that the alliance would respond 
against any “flagrant violation’’ of Mr. Mi- 
losevic’s promises in October to curb Serbian 
military actions in Kosovo and respect ceilings 
on his forces there. 

General Clark,. the NATO military com- 
mander, said in a speech in Spain that the 
alliance’s reinforcements were arriving in 
Macedonia. From there, they con Id enter neigh- 
boring Kosovo in a peacekeeping role — - an 
idea rejected by the Serbs — was a rescue force 
if international verifiers were in danger. 

Heavy tanks belonging to the British units 
designated to command peacekeeping farces 
started unloading Thursday in the Greek port of 
Salonika to be driven to Macedonia. NATO has 
a French-led force of 1.800 men there. In 
addition, more than 2,000 U.S. troops are there 

See KOSOVO, Page 4 


WASHINGTON — Amid already strained U.S.- 
Chinese relations, the Senate voted Thursday, 99-0, to 
urge President Bill Clinton to sponsor a resolution 
condemning China for human rights abuses when the 
UN Human Rights Commission meets next month in 
Geneva. 

The resolution, placed high on the Senate agenda by 
the majority leader. Senator Trent Lon of Mississippi, 
came as Secretary of State Madeleine Albright was 
preparing to leave for China on a visit with a long and 
contentious agenda. 

“It’s important for our secretary of state to have that 
message when she goes to China," said Senator Tim 
Hutchinson, Republican of .Arkansas. Mrs. Albright 
told a House committee Thursday said that she would 
bring to China “a strong message of support for in- 
ternational norms of respect for human rights," which 
she said would “come as no surprise to Beijing.” 
While acknowledging “sharp differences” with 
Beijing, however, she reiterated the U.S. policy that 
the relationship with the world’s most populous coun- 
try was too important to be held hostage to any single 
issue. And she praised C hina for “positive steps" 
against weapons proliferation and toward economic 
reform. Beijing had played “a responsible role during 
the Asia financial crisis," she said. “We need to 
recognize progress even as we press for more.” 

The bipartisan vote adds to a growing wave of 
international protest over Chinese rights practices. 
Beijing began a sharp crackdown on its political foes 
late last year, arresting dissidents and Roman Catholic 

S iests, moving to crush the newly forming China 
emocracy Party, and blocking some Internet com- 
munications. 

Senator Paul Weilstone of Minnesota, the leading 
Democratic sponsor, said. “The Chinese government 
continues to commit widespread abuses, and since the 
president's visit in June, has taken actions that flag- 
rantly violate the commitments it has made to respect 
internationally recognized human rights.” 

The vote is not legally binding. Last year Mr. 
Clinton ignored a similar call from Congress. But Mr. 
Hutchinson. Mr. Weilstone and other legislators said it 
would make an important statement to the government 
in Beijing and provide comfort to dissidents. 

Mis. Albright has complained frequently aboot 
Chinese rights practices. Last month she said the 
administration was “profoundly distressed" by the 
recent arrests of dissidents. 

She strove again Thursday, however, to paini the 
relationship as one too important and complicated to 
reduce to single issues. 

“Clearly, it is a multifaceted relationship that some 
parts of which work and some do not," she told the 
House International Relations Committee. 

Mr. Clinton's visit to China in June was seen as a 
public relations success, temporarily warming the re- 
lationship. But within months, tensions were re-emerg- 
ing over rights issues and the steadily growing U.S. 
trade deficit with China, the United States's largest. 

Earlier this month, Taiwan charged that China had 
deployed more than 100 new ballistic missiles in areas 
close to the Taiwan straiL Thar followed discussion in 
Washington of bringing Taiwan and other pans of 
Asia under a U.S. missile-defense program. 

Mrs. Albright, asked during congressional testi-* 
mony about the upcoming Geneva meeting, said that 
the administration had not decided whether to offer a 
resolution condemning China. Mr. Clinton did not 
pursue a similar resolution last year, in part because of 
his planned visit to China in June, and because Beijing 
had promised changes in some policies. 


Beijing Blasts 
U.S. for Ban on 
Satellite Deal 

It Warns of Negative Effect ’ 

On Trade Between Countries 


By Michael Laris 

H tirtinjgrun Post SrrvUv 

BEUING — The government Thursday blasted 
the Clinton administration for its “groundless" 
decision to block the 5600 million sale of tele- 
communications satellites to a Chinese- fed con- 
sortium. saying the move would have a “negative 
effect’ ’ on trade ties between the two nations. 

An official at China Telecommunications 
Broadcast Satellite Corp.. the main Chinese part- 
ner in the Singapore-based telecommunications 
venture that had ordered the satellites, declined to 
say where the group would place iLs new orders 
for satellites. 

American industry officials said they assumed 
one of several competing European companies 
would seize the opportunity to sell the satellites 
needed for the wireless telephone network. 

The Clinton administration said the decision to 
reject the sale of the Hughes Electronics Corp. 
commercial satellite, initially approved in 1996. 
came after Asia-Pacific Mobile Telecommuni- 
cations. the Singapore-based consortium, took on 
more Chinese investors with direct links to the 
Chinese military. 

The latest dispute with China comes with Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine Albright set to arrive in 
Beijing on Monday for talks with Chinese leaders 
as part of an effort to improve a Chinese-Amer- 
ican relationship that has slipped backward after 
President Bill Clinton's summit meeting here last 
June. That trip was widely hailed at the time by 

See CHINA. Page 4 
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Jury Sets Death Penalty in Texas Racial Killing 
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JASPER; Texas — A 24-year-old white su- 
premacist was sentenced to death Thursday for 
murdering a black man by chaining him to a track 
and dragging him along a country road. 

John William King will become the only white 
person on death row in Texas condemned for 
trilling a black person. 

The 11 white jurors and their black foreman 
took just under three hours to render the decision, 
about the same time as they took to find Mr. King 
guilty on Tuesday. They convicted Mr. King of 
iial murder in the June death of James Byrd Jr. 
the sentencing decision was read Thursday, 


capitz 

After 


Mr. Byrd’s family members wiped their eyes but 
declined District Judge Joe Bob Golden's offer to 
address Mr. King. 

As Mr. King was led from the courthouse, be 
was asked if he had anything to say to the Byrd 
family. He responded with an obscenity. 

Prosecutors asked for the maximum punish- 
ment, saying Mr. King would be a menace even 
behind bars. 

“By giving Mr. King a life sentence, you’re 
giving him at least 40 years to catch a black guard, 
a black nurse, a black doctor, a Jewish guard, a 
Jewish nurse, a Jewish doctor, or anybody else," 
Pat Hardy, the prosecuting attorney, told the jury. 


In deciding the sentence, jurors had to weigh 
whether the murder was intentional, whether Mr. 
King was a continuing threat to society, and if any 
mitigating factor merited the lesser punishment of 
life in prison. 

They answered yes to the first .two questions; 
no to the third. 

Mr. Byrd, 49, died after he was picked up while 
w alking home from a party. After a scuffle, he 
was pulled nearly three nules behind a pickup 
truck, chained by his ankles. 

Two other men, Shawn Berry, 24, and 
Lawrence Brewer, 31, are awaiting trial in the 
killing of Mr. Byrd. f AP, AFP) 


Help Wanted: 
Envoy to China 
For Superpower 

By Elizabeth Becker 

Atov York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — The Clinton administration has 
been unable to persuade two high-profile former mem- 
bers of Congress to accept a nomination as ambassador 
to Beijing, a sign of the daunting challenge of man- 
aging the deteriorating U.S.-China relationship. 

It is also a sign of the weakening condition of a 
president in the second half of his last term. 

At a time when Congress is investigating China's 
acquisition of U.S. military secrets, questioning 
China’s exploding trade surplus with the United States 
and criticizing Beijing's human rights record, the ad- 
ministration’s overtures for the ambassadorship have 
been rejected by at least half a dozen candidates. 

Forma 1 Representative Lee Hamilton, an Indiana 
Democrat who retired last year after a 34-year career in 
Congress during which he mastered foreign affairs in 
genoal and Asia in particular, was asked to take the 
post, according to administration officials and friends. 

But he begged off and chose, instead, to remain as 
head of the Woodrow Wilson Center, a Washington 
policy institute. 

Former Senator Dale Bumpers, Mr. Clin ion’s long- 
time Arkansas friend who offered oratory in defense of 
the president during the Senate's impeachment trial, 
turned down the tentative job offer, choosing instead to 


See ENVOY, Page 4 


Amid Avalanche Tragedy, a Couple of Miracles 


Compiled br Or Suff From Dbuarha 

LANDECK, Austria — More than a dozen bodies 
were found .in the snows of Alpine avalanches on 
Thursday, but in Austria and France rescuers were 

able to report unlikely success: A 4-year-old boy who 

had been thought clinically dead suddenly revived, 
and three skiers who had been trapped fix' nine days 
in a makeshift igloo 3,000 metiers up were lifted to 
safety by helicopters after a weak signal from their 
fading cell phone was traced by France Telecom. 

After being buried in snow for two hours, the boy 
was dug out by a trained dog in the Austrian hamlet of 
Valzur. Although Ad boy, who was not identified, 
had do circulation when he was found, he was 
resuscitated by doctors and taken to a hospital in the 
town of Zams. 

“When he arrived at the hospital, he even smiled a 
little," a surgeon, Alois Schranz, told the Austrian 
Press Agency. The boy was said to be commu- 
nicating with medical workers. 

The three rescued French skiers were in good 
condition. With help, Chiisraphe Palichleb, a 38- 
year-old engineer, and two brothers, Olivier and 
Philippe Bourgues, both in their 30s, emerged from 
helicopters in the town of Pralognan walking and 
smiling. 



weathered constant arctic conditions. Doctors at the 
Savoy resort of Moutiers said after examining the 

See RESCUE, Page 5 
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One of the three men who survived in an igloo being helped by rescuers Thursday in Pralognan. 


AGENDA 

Turkey Seeks Ban 
On Kurdish Party 

ISTANBUL (NYT) — A senior 
prosecutor has asked the Consti- 
tutional Court to prevent the coun- 
try's pro-Kurdish political party’ 
from participating in national elec- 
tions scheduled for April. 

The prosecutor, Vural Savas. has 
been asserting for months that die 
party, People's Democracy, works 
secretly with guerrillas loyal to Ab- 
dullah Ocalan, die rebel leader who 
was captured two weeks ago in 
Kenya and is now tinder heavy guard 
in a Turkish prison. He was allowed 
to see defense lawyers Thursday for 
the first time since his arrest 
Leaders- of the party have long 
denied that it is connected to the 
guerrilla movement. 

The case is not likely to be de- 
cided before the elections. 
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Job-Seeking/ i 00 Million Chinese on the Move 


■ No Papers 9 Life Brings Folding Money to Rural Migrants 


By Elisabeth Rosenthal 

)urk runes Sen my 


B EUINC — Standing on a 
sidewalk amid a small 
mountain of suitcases and 
gifts. Wu Liuyi mentally 
girded herself to board "the rickety, 
unheated bus that would deliver her. 
two and a half days later, to her house 
and preteen daughter near the south- 
eastern city of Wenzhou. 

Inside, two tiers of reclining seats 
already were crammed with -the 
blankets, coats and food of three 
dozen other passengers heading home 

for Chinese New Year. 

Miss Wu. who owns a small leather 
workshop in Beijing, seemed ill- 
suited for the journey in a blue blazer 
and black heels. But ever since she 
und her husband left their farming 
village in Zhejiang Province for fac- 
tory work in Beijing in 1992, this 
daunting pilgrimage from the place 
where they live to a distant “home” 
has become a family routine. 

“What can you do?“ she said, 
herding her 7-year-old son to the bus. 
“I have to see my daughter, and I'm 
taking my son home to start school 
this year." 

China is on the move these days, 
with an estimated 10 percent of the 
population now migrating from their 
official place of residence, mostly in 
search of better jobs. Legions of 
young Chinese are moving one step up 
the job chain: Those from tiny villages 
move to small cities, and those from 
small cities move to larger ones. 

But rural migrants such as Miss Wu 
remain outsiders in the city . with little 
hope of securing the coveted urban 
residence permits that would allow 
them to build an entirely legal life in 
their new places. 

Registered at birth as residents of 
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Wu Liuyi settling in for the. trip back to her ‘ home two and 
a halfdays away from Beijing . where she tices and icorks. 


rural tow ns, they remain off the books 
in cities such as Beijing, w here hous- 
ing. education and other social ben- 
efits are mostly state-controlled. Thus, 
they are not eligible for most good 
jobs or housing subsidies, pay steep 
prices to enroll children in the few 
public schools that admit them, and 
cannot even register a car or bicycle. 

The government allows relatively 
few- Chinese to change their official 
residence each year, and most of these 
are well-educated people moving for 
government jobs or marriage. 

Significant numbers of Chinese 
have been leaving their villages only 


since 1984, when the government 
eased somewhat its residency system, 
allowing people to travel for tem- 
porary jobs. The trend has snowballed 
in recent years for a variety 1 of reasons, 
including improvements in transpor- 
tation and communications, the emer- 
gence of privately owned factories, 
and a growing surplus of rural labor. 

And eveiy Chinese New Year, most 
of these LOO million migrants return to 
their hometowns, producing what 
Chinese-demographers call the largest 
seasonal migration in the world. 

The rural migrants have become a 
fixture in Chinese cities: ragged men 


clutching hammers arotmd construc- 
tion sites and women selling snacks at 
street stands. They are a vast new pool 
of cheap labor that has allowed urban 
foe tones to prosper. 

Most of the migrants are between 
18 and 35 and nave a junior-high 
education. They tend to work at un- 
skilled. low-wage jobs in the private 
sector. Their movements have helped 
fuel economic growth in recent years, 
as businesses and unskilled laborers 
have become increasingly willing and 
able to follow market demands. 

“The changes have made it much 
easierfor us to hire people from across 
the country, and that has allowed us to 
expand our business,” said Joseph 
Chen, die owner of a button factory in 
Qiaotou on the outskirts of Wenzhou. 

Job agencies have sprung up to 
channel labor aerriss this vast nation, 
.but word-of-mouth often guides the 
flow. Xu Bin', who works in a badge 
factory in Wenzhou, said he had got- 
ten bis job through an employment 
agency in Boyang, his hometown in 
Jiangxi Province. 

“Five years ago, a few people from 
my town came, and now a lot more 
have followed.” he said. “Everyone 
at home knows that this area has de- 
veloped quickly.” 

Luo Lichun, who was tending vats 
of dye at another Qiaotou button fac- 
tory. said she would bave been un- 
employed in her poor farming town in 
Sichuan Province. “A friend came 
home and told me there was good 
work here,” she said, “so I came.” 

In the city, the migrants often do 
piecework in small factories, working 
mote than 12 hours a day. They live 
together in the backs of workshops, 
small apartments or spare dormitor- 
ies. One study of a migrant commu- 
nity in Beijing estimated the average 
living space at less than 2.1 'square 


meters (2fc square yards) per person- 
Many migrants said living condi- 
tions were for better at home. For 
most, the goal is simply to earn money 
to take home, in parr because they 
retain strong ties to their villages and 
in part because of the residence-per- 
mit problems: But they also seeds job 
experience and adventure. 

“I work seven days a week,” said 
Li Fenglian, from Sichuan Province, 
as she prepared to venture out from 
her workshop into the streets of 
Beijing. “But I came because it was a 
new opportunity to see the world.” 

T HE PRESENCE OF the mi- 
grant workers is transforming 
urban life, mixing distinct re- 
gional cultures but also giv- 
ing rise to a rootless underclass. 

Chinese' cities have been strained 
by the massive influx and the social 
troubles it is supposed to have 
spawned: more crime, beggars and 
cases of sexually transmitted disease. 

In the early 1990s, Beijing tried 
repeatedly to expel the- residents of 
“Zhejiang Village,” a chaotic jumble 
of workshops and stalls in south 
Beijing where most migrants from the 
Wenzhou area, including Miss Wu. 
live. But each time, leather work- 
shops, day-care centers and pungent 
mantels selling dried shrimp,, yellow 
wine and other Wenzhou delicacies 
popped back up within months. 

Today, the government seems to 
have made peace with the city-wiihin- 
a-city that has become home to 
100,000 people. 

"They’re figuring out ways to ad- 
minister it rather than suppress it,” 
said Dai Jianzhong. a sociologist at 
the Beijing Academy of Social Sci- 
ences. “Through licenses and rent, 
the area generates a lot of income for 
Beijing.” 


Bills Unpaid, 
Cuba Cuts Off 
U.S. Phones 


t’lwqvW ftv I to Vitfr n*f»» 60 

HAVANA — Most telephone service 
between Cuba and the United States was 
cut early Thursday- because of lack of 
payment by American companies iq 

Cuba’s phone company. 

The American companies have been 
withholding funds since December 
pending a federal court case against the 
Communist nation involving relatives of 
four Cuban -Americans who were killed 
when two unarmed aircraft were slfcf 
down by MiG jets north of the island on 
Feb. 24, 1996. w . 

The action, which affects five of the 
. seven Cuban-U.S. telephone circuits in 
operation, is certain to hit the busy 
telephone traffic between Cubans on the 
island and their relatives in the United 
States. Many of those divided families 
rely bn phone calls as their only form of 
contact. 

The cutoff also restricts communi- 
cations for foreign embassies and compa- 
nies based in Cuba, and it represents 
another aggravation in the tense bilateral 
relations between the two countries. 

Service was cut off jusr after mid- 
night. Cellular service also was In- 
terrupted. 

Callers attempting to reach the United 
States instead got a recorded message 
saying that lines were congested and. 
asking them to call back later. 

Some calls did get through after the 
deadline passed, apparently because 
they were rerouted through third coun- 
tries or - onto Sprint Corp. telephone 
service, which was not affected 

Nevertheless, some delays or dis- 
ruptions were expected to continue. 

Cuba's Foreign Ministry announced 
last week that it supported the decision 


Nigerians Cut Deals on Election Eve 


By Norimitsu Onishi 

At-n li'rtt 77inr.v5i-n ii-i- 

ENUGU. Nigeria — Ni- 
gerian politics is split by hard 
ethnic differences and held 
together by fragile alliances, 
short on ideology and long on 
ambition. 

Days before Nigerians vote 
on Saturday to elect the man 
who will preside over the 
country's first civilian gov- 
ernment in 1 6 years, deals are 
being cut. Maybe in no place 
is the maneuvering going on 
more furiously than here in 
southeastern Nigeria, which 
has become the battleground 
for the presidency. 

Consider the suddenly 
shifting fortunes of the Al- 
liance for Democracy, one of 
the three parties in Nigeria. 
Africa's most populous coun- 
try. 

A big loser in earlier elec- 
tions in the last two months. 


A pragmatic, not 
an unholy alliance. 


the-party won most of Enugu 
State in legislative races lost 
Saturday. 'Hie rival, dominant 
party's choice of a presiden- 
tial candidate from outside 
the region reopened an old 
wound in the 
country's 
complex his- 
tory of ethnic 
rivalries. 

It was a 

wound that 

politicians for the Alliance 
for Democracy were toiling 
to deepen before the presi- 
dential election. Feeding on 
the region’s longtime sense of 
ethnically motivated exclu- 
sion was their best, and 
maybe only, chance to win 
the presidency. 

Ensconced in a throne-like 
chair ar the Alliance for De- 
mocracy's headquarters here. 
Arthur Nwankwo, the head of 
the party in the southeastern 
states, received a stream of 


repons that made him ebul- 
lient on Sunday, including 
one from a party agent from a 
neighboring stare. 

“The mood of the people is 
outrage, outright anger/’ the 
agent said. 
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“So 

are expl 
ing 

one?” Mr. 
Nwankwo .. 
said. 

“Very much.” 

What Mr. Nwankwo and 
fellow members of the Ibo 
ethnic group here exploited 
was anger that one of their 
own, Alex Ekwueme, a 
former vice president, had 
been rejected by the leading 
People's Democratic Party. 

Instead, the party chose 
General Olusegun Obasanjo. 
61. a Yoruba from ihe south- 
west who is popular with Ni- 
geria's third main ethnic 
group, the Hausa-Fulani in 
the north. Twenty years ago, 
he became the country's first 
military leader to give up 
power voluntarily, winning 
respect here and abroad. 

The Alliance for Democ- 
racy and another group, the 
All" People's Pam-, have 
joined forces by presenting a 
common presidential candi- 
date. Olu Falae. 60. a former 
finance minister and a Yor- 
uba from the southwest. It is a 
union of two panics that share 
almost nothing except a de- 
sire to win the presidency — 
what Mr. Nwankwo de- 
scribed as “an unholy alli- 
ance.” 

"It’s a pragmatic alliance, 
noi an unholy alliance.” cor- 
rected an official who said he 
was not Mr. Nwankwo's 
political consultant bur cheer- 
fully kept giving him advice. 

The election follows one of 
the most tumultuous periods 
in the history of Nigeria, 
which has been ruled by the 
military for all but 10 years 
since gaining independence 
from Britain in 196U. 

Since the death of its long- 
time dictator. General Sani 
Ahacha. in June, the country 
has opened up politically 
through reforms put into 
place* by General Ab- 
du l salami Abubakar. The 
military has promised to 
transfer power to a civilian 
government on May 29. 


The People’s Democratic 
Party of General Obasanjo, 
which has the best-oiled polit- 
ical machine and the backing 
of powerful retired military 
officers, swept the earlier elec- 
tions, including this region. 

But over last weekend, in 
Enugu State, it lost all three 
Senate seats and won only 
three of the eight races for the 
.House of Representatives. 
The Alliance for Democracy 
and the All People's Party 
also made some inroads in the 
other Ibo states. 

“We ail hoped that Ek- 
wueme would come up as 
president, so we are disap- 
pointed /’ said Silvanus 

Amadi, 62. a businessman 
who previously backed Gen- 
eral Obasanjo ’s party. 

None of the presidential or 
vice-presidential candidates 
is Ibo. but Mr. Amadi said he 
took consolation in the pos- 
sibility that Ibo voters might 
decide the election. 

“The military has ruled for . 
so long without achieving 
anything.” he said. “The 
country is like stagnant water, 
not moving forward, not 
moving backward. And now 
the people from the southeast 
are going .to decide who is 
going to rule this country.” 

Political leadersare tapping 
into a national anti-military 
mood by portraying the 
People's Democratic Party as 
the party of the military and 
an Obasanjo presidency as a 
continuation of military, rule. 

“For the military to do 
what they did to an fboman is 
a signal" to the Ibo that the 
Biafra war is not finished.” 
Mr. Nwankwo said, referring 
to the civil war in the late 
1960s during which the Ibo 
tried to secede from Nigeria. 
The message appeared to be 
resonating Saturday- among 
voters who had solidly voted 
for the People’s Democratic 
Party just a few weeks ago. 

“The military has been 
looting Nigeria for years.” 
said Chijioke Nwankwo. 34, 
a construction contractor who 
is not related to the party of- 
ficial. “Look at all the bil- 
lions of naira Abacha stole. Is 
that not madness? That’s 
madness! If a military man 
like Obasanjo is elected, he 
will pratecr them. It will be a 
military democracy.” 


FBI Chief Says Pacific Events 
Could Be Terrorist Targets 


Reuters 

WELLINGTON — Louis Freeh, 
director of the U.S. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, said Thursday that New 
Zealand and the South Pacific presen- 
ted “targets of opportunity” for ter- 
rorist attacks during upcoming high- 
profile events. 

Events include a meeting of Asia- 
Pacific leaders in September in Auck- 
land, New Zealand, expected to be 
attended by President Bill Clinton, 
and the Sydney Olympic Games in 
2000 . 

‘ ‘I think that you could categorize it 
as a target of opportunity,” Mr. Freeh 
said, “in the sense that although there 
may not be an infrastructure here for a 
group that would plan and be capable 
of carrying out an attack — that was 
also the case in East Africa. " 

U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tan- 
zania were bombed in August result- 


ing in the deaths of more than 250 
people. Osama bin Laden, a Saudi 
dissident, is accused by the United 
States of masterminding the attacks 
from his base in Afghanistan. 

The FBI chief, speaking at a joint 
briefing with the New Zealand police 
commissioner. Peter Doone, sqwl.the 
risk in New Zealand; was npt signif- 
icant. but that the bureau always 
planned as if an attack was imminent 
at such high-profile events. 

* 'We are confident that any bead of 
state or anyone else coming here, par- 
ticularly in an official capacity, will be 
well protected,” Mr. Freeh said after 
calks with senior police and security 
chiefs. 

Mr. Freeh said that although there 
could be attacks here, there were clear 
disadvantages, including the diffi- 
culty of escaping from an island nation 
such as New Zealand. 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


Help for Mobile Satellite Phones 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Federal regulators were moving 
forward Thursday on a plan that would protect Americans 
with mobile satellite phones from having them confiscated or 
subject to hefty duties when they travel to other countries. 

The Federal Communications Commission plans to let a 
U.S. company obtain its approval for equipment without also 
having to get similar approval from countries where the 
phones will be used. A number of countries — including all 
members of the European Union, Japan, South Korea, Canada 
and Kenya — have agreed to honor U.S. equipment au- 
thorizations, while the United States will honor theirs. 

Smog Is Heavy in Hong Kong . . . 

HONG KONG (AP) — A blanket of smog enveloped 
central Hong Kong on Thursday as air pollution" hit a record 


WEATHER 


Europe 


Ajpane 
AntanUm 
Art SUB 

Alton* 

Bamkxit 



A Must Read Complimentary Report 


A Professional’s Guide to Currency 
Speculation and Risk Management 


This comprehensive report is mandatory 
reading for all investors. Complete with 
profitable, simple, fully disclosed trading 
models, an 11 year track record and all 
price data for performance verification 


For This Free Report and Our Services Guido Call Toll-Free <24h») 


hr, 

Peter Catranis 

Global Currency 
Tridori M»natfcr 


luMraha 1 M0 12 5944 
Framer 0800902248 
lions Kane MQ867209 
Japan 00531116809 
Y Zealand 0800441880 
5. 1/NM 0000666337 
JlflitoBrf OOlMOIIMIMia 

US-Toll 9-3 76-8020 


Belgium 080015880 
Gmw 0800119213013 
Israel 8009410102 
Luxembourg 08004552 
Pomigal 0800011832 
Spain 000631007 
t-X-t 8009945757 
F« ♦949-378-8025 


Denmark 80016132 
Germany 08008296660. 
/M(r . 187875*28 

AMbrhi Mb 08000220657 
Singapore 8001202501 
Swi'VrfimJ 0800897233 
UK 08006068321 

•man pcfonMSpoebtlLrwt 


Forex Capital Management 

£rcoHonct‘ in Regulated Casi? Montqcmeni and Currency CroJterjjo 


Do You Live in 
the U.S.A.? 

Early morning hand deliver)- available 
' in key cities. 

Special low cost 2-month trial 
subscription for jus! $43. 

For more information call 

1 - 800 - 882-2884 

itcralo^^&ribunc 


THKU»KLir»DUlA NF.V^PlPF.H 


Bmnafi 

Buttered 

Budwma 

Cwwiiunm 

CMUDOSSl 

Outtn 

Edrtugh 

Romo 

Franktuit 

O w n 

Hetonfc 

Istanbul 

K lav 

Lbs Patna* 

Lhfacn 

■jarcfoi 

Mrind 

Makrea 

Wan 


Uuncfi 

Mica 

Oata 

Pm* 


St PourOuig 

Soto 

StoddKtfm 

TotSm“ D 

TU» 

Vance 

Vfcmno 

Wnm 

Zwcn 


Today “ 
Wflh LmV 
OF OF 
13(56 IMS} ah 
1 1/52 7<*4 ah 

4/39 -«7«h 
13/55 0*3 r 
1*157 am pc 
e/4 3 2/28 PC 

7/** e/4j r 
1060 9*9 r • 
4/39 -4/25 » 
3137 1/34 e 

7>*4 2/M r 

14161 12/23 r . 
SIM 1/34 e 
7/44 >1/31 c 
12/53 3/37 a 
■B*l JOT sn 
BUB 3OT e 
■403 -7/20 c 
7/44 1/3* f 
- 3/2/ 4SI22 Ml 
ITU 12/53 C 
15(69 1030 PC 
13M 4/»s 
12<53 946 ah 
1W64 e/43 pc 

1333 SOT pc 
■4.2? -M2»n 
346 333 c 
14/57 8-46 pc 
6(43 -3OTC 
KJ’50. 337c 
6'43 4/39* 
K3* -*25 sn 
429 -iMH 
14-S7 4/38 I 
■4/26 -fl/Hc 
4.29 027 pc 
1OT -SOT an 
8/48 3/37 sh 

■327 -623 c 
1 3W **3 r 
11*2 409 pe 
»*e SMI c 
1/34 MS hi 
7144 3/37 e 


OF 

15/56 

7/44 

7*44 

13(55 

14/57 


8/46 

1M1 

e/43 

4/39 

ISfSB 

PM 

11/SC 

■3/77 

4H6 

i«* 

16/64 

12/33 

iaei 

13(55 

-M3 

12/53 

la/57 

429 

U/40 

8(46 

0/32 

arst 

17*3 
■5/24 
UK0 
307 
1 1 >62 
1734 
14/37 
14/37 
1305 
6(43 
10/50 


LMW 
OF 
1050 r 
032 r 
■B39C 
8MG* 
846 c 
409 pc 
3(37 r 
1/34 1 
429c 
4/30c 
■1/31 ih 
16/5Q. 
3/77 c 
■029S1 

6743 3 
K34 i 
307 e 
-7.20(11 

6(43 pc 

■»W(» 
11/82 % 
w*ash 
325 pc 
5/41 r 

7(44 Mi 

JOT pc 
-0/18 C 
226 pe 
7144 pc 
■5.24 c 
-iai ah 
22Bc 
■504 pe 
■2<»c 
7/44 s 
■7/20 an 
4/78 pc 
•rarpe 
400 pc 
4K22C 
022 ah 
4/38 » 
6(43 C 
325 ah 
Sore- 


Forecast far Saturday ttirougti Monday, as provided by AccuWeather. 

■*3*" 



North America 

Showars and thundar- 
Elorms will lira up across 
me oamrei and southern 
plains on Saturday A law 
flumes win dross northern 
Naw England, while the 
Northwest temporarily 
dries out. Sunny and dry 
across Toreno. New Yortc 
and Washington D C. on 
Satu/dBy 


Europe 

Cloudy and m<id across 
Pans and London with a 
shower or two on Satur- 
day. Snow and flurries unu 
move across central and 
soutnam Scandinavia Sat- 
urday. while showeis and 
thunders (arms will lire up 
across nortiwn Morocco 
and southern Spam. Sunny 
and dry across Italy 


Asia 

Rain and drizzle will damp- 
en sections Gl southeast- 
ern China on Saturday. 
Mainly cloudy with ram 
showers across central 
China Saturday. wMe Sm- 
gapora will be hoi and 
sticky with a shower or 
thunderstorm 
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by Empresa de Telecomunicaciones de 
Cuba SA. known as ETECSA. to cut 
service to rhe U.S. companies; AT&T 
Corp., MCI WorldCom fnc. and IDB 
Holding Corp. 

Service to Sprint and a company in 
Puerto Rico was maintained because 
both have continued to pay their bills, 
the Cuban government said last week. 

In Florida, an AT&T spokesman said 
the company was making alternate ar- 
rangements- to enable its customers to 
call into Cuba. 

AT&T was urging callers to contir 
dialing as normal to Cuba, but to ei 
some delays or disruption in service. 

In 1997. a federal judge in Miami 
- awarded a S187 million judgment to the 
relatives of the Cubans who were shot 
down. Since then, they have tried un- 
successfully to collect the money from 
the Cuban government. 

They were spumed in an effort to 
recover the funds from Cuban assets 
frozen in the United States. They then 
sought to tap into the money being paid 
by die U.S. telephone companies for 
long-distance colls from the United States 
to Cuba. That amounted to an estimated 
$60 million to $70 million in 1997. 

The State Department has opposed 
the families' case, which is being heard 
in U.S. District Court. 

A State Department spokesman, 
James Foley, said this week that the 
telecommunications payments could not* 
be seized because the Cuban telephony* 
. company was a separate entity from the 
government and was not legally re- 
sponsible for the debts. (AP. Renters I 
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high for 1999. The roadside air pollution iadex. which tracks 
nitrogen dioxide levels, registered 1 34, a level at which people 
with heart or respiratory illnesses are advised to avoid places 
with heavy traffic and to reduce physical exertion. 

The smog was mostly auto diesel fymes, which stayed in the 
air because there was little wind, the government said. 

. . . And the Airport There Is Costly 

HONG KONG (AFP) — The high cost of using Hong 
Kong’s new airport poses a threat to the territory's competitive 
edge as a regional aviation hub, an airline official said in') 
remarks published Thursday. ^ 

Philip Chen, chief operating officer of the Hong Kong flag 
carrier, Cathay Pacific .Airways, said in an article in the 
airline's in-house newspaper that the new airport was. the third 
most expensive airport in the world, after Japan's Kansai and 
Narita, because of charges levied on airlines. He said it was 64 
percent more expensive that the old airport in Kowloon. 
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THE AMERICAS 


New Political Reality in Capital: The Sensational Is Merely Old Hat 


By John F. Harris 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — President Bill 
Clinton, in a news conference that re- 
flected the bizarre atmosphere in Wash- 
ington, fielded questions for 51 rafantP-y 
. with his visitor. President Jerry Rawl- 

• mgs of Ghana, in a session that at times 
seemed almost farcically unscripted. 

In the first question Wednesday, the 
president was asked if he wished to 

• respond to news reports about’ an Arkan- 
sas woman accusing him of sexual as- 

. sauJr in the 1970s. 

Sensationalism in Washington, now 
' routine, was reflected farther Wed- 
■ nesday evening with the broadcast by 
NBC of an interview with the woman, 
> who alleged that she was assaulted by 
Mr. Clinton in 1978 when he was state 

• attorney general in Ar kansas . 

And leaks continued of Monica Lew- 
. insky’s first television Interview next 


week, with the former intern quoted as 
saying she wanted to apologize to the 
nation for the ordeal caused by her affair 
with the president 

The exchanges between Mr. Clinton 
and the press corps offered some vivid 

glimpses into Washington political real- 
ity in die wake of die impeachment- 
drama. What once would have been a 
sensational event — a president being 
quizzed about land sexual allegations — 
has become somehow nearly old hat 
after a year of the Lewinsky scandal 

Mr. CHnton curtly referred Helen 
Thomas of United Press International, 
the dean of the White House press corps, 
- to a statement from his lawyer when she 
asked, obliquely, about the allegations 
leveled recently by an Arkansas nursing 
home owner. Juanita Brpaddrick. She 
alleged that he forced her to have sex in 
aibotel room in 1978. 

But the exchange that White House 
aides had been nervously awaiting 


barely caused a ripple. 

The day also showed how quickly Mr. 
Clinton’s agenda, at least as measured by 
the questions he receives, has returned to 
more conventional subjects. 

■ Lewinsky’s TV Interview 

Howard K urtz ofThe Washington Post 
reported: 

In an interview with ABC's Barbara 
Walters, Monica Lewinsky said she 
wanted to apologize to the nation for the 
year-long ordeal caused by her affair with 
the president, and she was asked whether 
she was still in love with Mr. Clinton. 

No, she said, but there were times she 
still felt kind of warm toward him. ac- 
cording to a source who was' there. 

At other times, she sftid. she realized 
that this was not the person she was in 
16ve with. It was another person. It was a 
politician. 

Highlights of Ms. Lewinsky's three- 
hour interview session with Ms. Walters 


were provided to The Washington Post by 
a source who waspresent at the interview 
Saturday at ABC's Manhattan studios. 
The interview will be shown on ABC’s' 
“20*20” program on Wednesday. 

The former White House intern was 
described as candid, direct and at times 
emotional and teary-eyed, part of a com- 
pelling performance that persuaded 
ABC executives to expand the ‘ l 20/20” 
broadcast to two hours. The source 
provided a detailed reconstruction that 
stopped short of a verbatim account. 

Meanwhile, an emotional Juanita 
Broaddrick told her story on national 
television for the first time Wednesday 
night. She did not tell authorities 21 
years ago of her contention that Bill 
Clinton sexually assaulted her because, 
she said, “I didn't think anyone would 
believe me in the world." 

In an account punctuated by sobs, the 
Arkansas woman told “Dateline NBC" 
thai in her Little Rock, Arkansas, hotel 


room, Mr. Clinton suddenly “turned me 
around and started kissing me, and that 
was a real shock." 

“I first pushed him away, 1 ' she said, 
“and just told him ‘no.* ” 

“The second time he tries to kiss me 
he starts biting on my lip," she said. 

“And then he forces me down on the 
bed. I just was very frightened, and I 
tried to get away from him and I told him 
‘no.’ "She added, “He wouldn't listen 
tome.’* 

She continued: “He was such a dif- 
ferent person ai that moment. He was 
just a vicious, awfrtl person." 


But Mrs. Broaddrick could not re- 
member the dale, even the month, of the 
alleged 1978 incident. And NBC’s Lisa 
Myers reported that Mrs. Broaddrick. 
who was a volunteer in Mr. Clinton's 
first gubernatorial campaign, attended a 
Clinton fund-raiser three weeks later. 

"I think 1 was still in denial." Mrs. 
Broaddrick said.-'*! still felt very guilty' 
at that rime, that ir was my fault. By 
letting him come to the room, I had given 
him die wrong idea." The next year, she 
acknowledged, she accepted a Clinton 
appointment to a nonpaying post on a 
state advisory board. 


Senators Advised to Avoid Haste on Counsel Law 


By Lizette Alvarez 

New York Tunes Service 


WASHINGTON — With the Senate 

- apparently poised either to scrap or strip 
ik* back the independent counsel law, 

♦Howard Baker, a former Republican 

■ Senate majority leader, has counseled 

■ senators to take a post-impeachment 

. cooling-off period and delay the de- 

■■ cision until next year. 

“1 recommend to the Senate and this 
committee that we cool it, think about it 
for a while, let the temper of these times 

• soften," Mr. Baker tola the Senate Com- 
mittee on Governmental Affairs, which 

< had its first day of hearings on the law on 
Wednesday. 

• Mr. Baker, who has been shaipty crit- 

- ical of the law and once called it a 
“fourth branch of government,’ ' sug- 

- gested that Congress permit the law to 

. expire on June 30 and take up the issue 


Away From Politics 

■ • One of the two men accused in a 
• murderous sex-and-torture spree in the 
'^California mountains was convicted of 

t killing 11 people. Charles Ng, 38, a 
British subject from Hong Kong, could 

■ receive the death penalty in the sen- 

fencing phase of the trial, set for next 
month. iAP ) 

• • A mao who fatally shot a store cletk 
during arobbeiy was executed by in- 
fection in Huntsville, Texas. Norman 
' Evans Green, 38, was the seventh person 

• executed in Texas tfiSs year. ( AP ) 

• O J. Simpson’s appeal for custody of 

• his two children was rejected by the 
California Supreme Court. The children 
remain with him for now. He faces a new 
custody trial thai would include evi- 

• dence on their mother’s slaying. (AP) 

■ • White supremacists are relying on 

■ the Internet to find potential recruits, 
fueling growth among hate groups, ac- 

Y cording to the Southern Poverty Law 
1 Center in Montgomery, Alabama. It said 
the number of hale groups in the United 
Scares increased to 537 in 1 998 from 474 
in 1997, while the number of Internet 
hate sites rose from 163 to 254. (AP) 


next session. The former senator, who 
voted in the 1970s -to create the law, 
pofoced out that it had lapsed for two 
years, from 1992 to 1994, with no dire 
consequences. 

It would be a mistake to rush headlong 
into a decision with the passions over 
impeachment still fresh, said Mr. Baker, 
who was President Ronald Reagan’s' 
chief of staff while an independent coun- 
sel, Lawrence Walsh, was investigating 
the Iran-contra affair concerning secret 
U.S. government funding of guerrillas in 
Nicaragua in the early 1980s. 

A few of the other panelists, including 
a former independent counsel, did not 
hesitate to tell senators to abandon the 
law, calling it fundamentally “flawed." 

; Griffin Bell. President Jimmy 
Carter's first attorney general, suggested 
to the senators that the country return to 
the system that existed before the Wa- 
tergaie-era law, when the artomey gen- 


eral -had sole power to appoint outside 
prosecutors to handle cases involving 
high-level wrongdoing. Thar system was 
changed in 1978 after Watergate and 
President Richard Nixon’s decision to 
order the firing of Archibald Cox, a 
special prosecutor. 

Now the attorney general must seek 
the appointment of an independent 
counsel when there is substantial, and 
credible evidence that a crime has been 
committed by the president or other gov- 
ernment officials. A panel of three 
judges selects the counsel. 

Mr. Bell and Mr. Baker are co-chair- 
men of the National Commission on the 
Separation of Powers, an organization 
that issued a report in December that 
recommended that the current independ- 
ent counsel Jaw not be reauthorized. 

“I long ago concluded that this statute 
is unworkable for a number of reasons 
and represents very poor governmental 


policy," Mr. Bell said. It was not a view 
shared by all experts. The first special 
prosecutor ever appointed, Arthur 
Christie, recommended renewing the 
law. but with restrictions. 

“Personal mistakes and limitations," 
he said, should be off limits. Mr. Christie 
was appointed in the Carter adminis- 
tration in the late' 1970s. 

The Governmental Affairs Commit- 
tee, led by Senator Fred Thompson, Re- 
publican of Tennessee, began the first of 
several hearings Wednesday on whether 
Congress should revise, scrap or replace 
the contentious independent counsel 
law. If Congress does not act, the law, 
which was created in 1978 and has been 
reauthorized and tinkered with three 
times since then, will simply expire June 
30. The committee could hear from At- 
torney General Janet Reno and. perhaps, 
the independent counsel Kenneth Starr 
in Marc! 
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Closure for the Tomb of the Unknowns 


By Steven Lee Myers 

New York Times Service' 


WASHINGTON — With science now outpacing military 
tradition, the Pentagon has concluded that it will not place new 
re mains from the Vietnam War in the Tomb of die Unknowns 
at Arlington National Cemetery, according to senior officials. 

Nine months after remains were removed from the tomb 
and identified as those of First Lieutenant Michael B lassie, the 
officials said that scientific advances, including genetic tests, 
had Ml but eliminated the chance that any remains recovered 
from the war would not be identified. 

The Pentagon’s conclusion signals the end of a military rite 
that dates in the United Stales to die Civil War, when 2,01 1 
unknown soldiers were honored by a granite tomb at Ar- 
lington. Tbe cemetery, which is in Virginia, faces Washington 
across the Potomac River. 

With the'Pentagon now taking DNA samples from every- 
one wbo joins die military, there is little chance that future 
wars will produce unidentifiable remains. No other crypts are 
likely to join, those at the tomb honoring unidentified soldiers 
who died in World War I, World War n and the Korean 
War. 

"We really don't have another candidate for the tomb,” 
Rudy De Leon, undersecretary of defense for personnel, said. 
“Potentially, all tbe remains are identifiable. ” 

William Cohen, the secretary of defense, oversees the 
Tomb of tbe Unknowns and has not decided on its fate. But he 


is expected in die weeks ahead to choose what to do with the 
now' empty crypt that for 14 years held the remains of 
Lieutenant Blassie. 

Veterans' groups and organizations representing the fam- 
ilies of the missing have submitted a number of proposals. One 
idea, from tbe National League of Families of American 
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia, would involve 
installing a plaque near die tomb inscribed, “In honor of those 
still missing, this crypt remains forever empty.” Another 
proposal s ugg ests writing “In memory of’ on the white 
marble tablei that edvefsthe ctojt. • 

“We’ll handle this in a dignified way that provides some 
closure," said the Pentagon spokesman, Kenneth Bacon, 
adding-that Mr. Cohen agreed that no new remains would be 
placed in the tomb. “We need to find some fitting and proper 
way to honor" those who died in Vietnam, he said. 

At Arlington, little has changed outwardly at the tomb. 
After Lieutenant Blassie’? remains were removed, workers 
sealed the crypt and replaced the marble tablet,' which is 
marked with the years of U.S. involvement in Southeast Asia, 
1958-1975. 

To the side, a sign on the tomb's history has been updated 
with a paragraph about the Blassie case. “The crypt is presently 
empty,” it concludes, “but it serves as a tribute to all those who 
made the supreme sacrifice during the Vietnam Conflict ” 
'There are still 2,069 Americans missing from the Vietnam 
War, and about 200 sets of bones, teeth and other remains 
await identification at an army laboratory in Hawaii. 


Vswy: 



i. ii r-Tpn.-t 


Carla Roth, a German lawmaker who represents the home town of 
Karl LaGrand, praying before his execution at Arizona State Prison. 

German Put to Death 
For Murder in Arizona 


CoiifdkilfaOwSkitfFnmiPiifk&itr} 

FLORENCE, Arizona' — Out of 
appeals and minutes from a slow, ag- 
onizing death in a cloud of cyanide 
fumes, Karl LaGrand begged to be 
executed by injection. State officials 
granted his wish. 

Mr. LaGrand, a German citizen 
who chose the gas chamber over lethal 
injection in an attempt to avoid ex- 
ecution, was put to death Wednesday 
night for the 1982 slaying of Kenneth 
Hansock, a bank manager, during a 
bungled robbery. 

Foreign Minister Joshka Fischer of 
Germany called the execution "ex- 
tremely regrettable” in statement is- 
sued Thuraday by the German Em- 
bassy in Washington. “Even the 
greatest sin is no excuse to take a 
person’s life,” Mr. Fischer said. 

The U.S. Supreme Court over- 
turned a lower court’s stay of ex- 
ecution hours earlier and cleared the 
way for the death sentence to be car- 
ried out. The federal appeals court had 
ruled that the use of cyanide gas was 
cruel and unusual punishment, just as 
Mr. LaGrand had calculated. 

Mr. LaGrand asked for the sw itch to 
lethal injection a half-hour before the 
execution. Attorney General Janet Na- 
politano of Arizona said she and Gov- 
ernor Jane Hull approved the request 


because of the late hour and "rather 
than create another avenue of ap- 
peal." 

Mr. LaGrand’s brother, Walter. 37. 
is set to die in the gas chamber March 
3 for the same crime. Ms. Napelitano 
said Walter LaGrand would be al- 
lowed to switch to lethal-injection if he 
requested it. 

Attorneys for the LaGrands, who 
have been on death row since 1984, 
gambled that an appeals court would 
accept their argument that gas was 
cruel and unusual punishment. A 
three-judge panel of the 9th U.S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals ruled unani- 
mously in favor of the brothers. 

The Supreme Court lifted the stay 
of execution iare Wednesday after- 
noon. 

Arizona last executed a prisoner 
with gas in 1992. The death was re- 
garded as so gruesome that voters 
approved the use of lethal injection. 
Killers who were convicted before the 
law passed were given a choice of 
injection or gas. 

The brothers came to the United 
States as young boys in 1967 after 
their mother married an American ser- 
viceman. TTieir case has drawn wide- 
spread attention in Germany, which 
does'not have the death penalty. 

(AP. Reuters ) 


POLITICAL NOTES 


Senate Approves Big Military Pay Raise Begata having ** whu^Ho^ 


By Helen Dewar 

Washington Poa Service 


WASHINGTON — T be Senate, has 
overwhelmingly approved tbe largest 
military pay increase in Dearly two de- 
cades, marking what some lawmakers see 
as an opening assault on spending con- 
straints in a new era of budget surpluses. 

The first major bill passed by the 
Senate since the end of the impeachment 
trial of President Bill Clinton, the leg- 
islation was aimed at demonstrating that 
senators were gearing up to conduct 
serious business despite their monthlong 
preoccupation with the trial. 

It also provided a political oppor- 
tunity for Republicans to amplify meir 
accusations that Mr. Clinton has short- 
changed the military and for Democrats 
to show that they, too, support better pay 
and more benefits for the armed forces. 

Bui the bill drew budgetary objections 
from the Clinton administration, which 
had proposed a lea? costly pay-and-ben- 
efits package, and prompted warnings 
from lawmakers of both parties that it 
could wind up squeezing other programs 
or eroding the fiscal discipline thai 
helped end decades ofbudget deficits. 

Even as the military compensation 
bill was being debated Wednesday in the 
Senate. Republicans including .the 
House speaker. Dennis' Hasten of 
Illinois, and the majority whip, Tom 
DeLay of Texas, indicated that spending 
caps approved as part of -the big 1997 
budget deal may have to be raised, in part 
because of increased military spending. 

The Senate majority leader, Trent 
Lott, Republican ofMississippi, bas said 
he wants to avoid any breach of budget 
caps, although other senators have said 


Mr. Clinton had proposed a 4.4 
cent increase for next year, followed by 
annual increases of up to 3.9 percent. 
The Senate proposal would be the largest 
military pay increase since 1982, 

• The legislation also would give mil- 
itary personnel the option of choosing a 
more generous pension plan than was 
available until 1986, which provided 50 
percent of basic pay after 20 years. 


The bill also would give military per- 
sonnel access to tax-favored savings ac- 
counts similar to the 401(k). plans avail- 
able to private sector employees, special 
assistance to low-paid personnel who 
now qualify for food stamps and ex- 
panded education benefits. 

The administration argued that the bill 
costs $11.6 billion more than Mr. Clin- 
ton's request over six years. 



tilitaiy spending. 

The 91-to-8 vote in favor of the pay- 
ad-benefits bill in the Senate gives the 
•gislation a powerful head of steam as it 
loves to the House, where snnilar leg- 
Jation is on trackfor consideration this 
aring, probably in connection with the 
cfense authorization bill for 2000. 

The bill would authorize, subject to 
mire appropriations, a 4.8 percent nul- 
ary pay raise starting Jan. 1, with an- 
ual increases thereafter of one-half per- 
ent above the inflation rate. 


No Free-Speech Shelter 
For Illegal Immigrants 

Supreme Court Limits Recourse for Aliens 


By Joan Biskupic 
and william Branigin • 

Washington Post Service ■ 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court has sharply limited the Fust 
Amendment rights of illegal immi- 
grants, ruling that people here unlaw- 
fixlly cannot shield themselves from 
deportation by claiming the govern- 
ment is trying to banish them simply 
because of their political views. 

The 6-to-3 decision Wednesday 
strikes at the bean of the American 
tradition of safeguarding free speech 
and offers one of the court’s strongest 
opinions limiting the constitutional 
freedoms of illegal immigrants. Butfor 
the government, it is an important vic- 
' tory in its effort to keep those who have 
no legal right to be here from evading 
deportation on extraneous grounds. 

The two-pronged decision also for- 
bids illegal immigrants from trying to 
fend off deportation through federal 
courts until they already have ex- 
hausted every other administrative im- 
migration procedure. That portion of 
the ruling, decided by an 8-to-l vote, 
upboldsa 1996 federal law aimed at 
speeding the deportation of illegal ali- 
ens, many of whom have managed to 
remain in the United States for years 


' through lengthy legal challenges. 

Reno vs. American-Arab Anti-Dis- 
crimination Committee goes back to 
1987, when the government began try- 
ing to deport seven Palestinians and a 
Kenyan with ties to the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, a group 
the Justice Department described as a 
terrorist organization. But the Los 
Angeles- area activists contended the 
eight were targeted for potential vio- 
lations of immigration law because of 
legitimate fund-raising and other free- 
speech activities for the Popular Front. 

Immigration experts said the ruling 
was unlikely to affect most of the 
thousands of people subject to depor- 
tation annually because few claim they 
are being targeted for their political 
views. But immigrant advocates said it 
could intimidate immigrants and make 
'them afraid to speak out about any 
political matter for. fear of drawing 
attention to their illegal status. 

The case also marks a departure 
from a general court trend of bestow- 
ing on illegal immigrants the same due 
process ofiaw and other constitutional 
freedoms granted to American cit- 
izens. Dissenting justices pointed to a 
1 945 court mling that said, “Freedom 
of speech and of press is accorded 
aliens residing in this counny.” 


WASHINGTON — Paul Begala, the White House coun- 
selor who first signed on with Bill Clinton in .the 1992 
campaign and has been one of the president's top political 
advisers in the impeachment battle of the past year, is leaving 
his job. 

Mr. Begala. 37, a political consultant who with his former 
partner, James Carvifle, was one of the core participants in the 
famous "War Room” campaign team in 1992, is taking a 
teaching job at Georgetown University. 

His impending departure, which had been widely forecast by 
White House colleagues months ago, will rob the admin- 
istration of one of its more visible political strategists. Mr. 
Begala has appeared regularly on television as a tireless 
defender of Mr. Clinton and, within the White House, has been 
a key figure planning communications and legislative 
strategy. 

But he went through his own brief bout of disillusionment 
after Mr. Clinton’s admission last summer that he had lied for 
months about his sexual relationship with Monica Lewinsky, 
colleagues said. 

Mr. Begala said be was grateful to Mr. Clinton for elevating 
him from “a ‘journeyman hack political consultant” and 
‘giving him “a chance to play in the big leagues.” But he said 
he was ready to leave: “I never promised to be the one loading 
Buddy and Socks into the U-Haul.” (WP) 

Republicans See an- Opportunity 

WASHINGTON — Republicans are getting ready to use 
the prospect that Hillary Rodham Clinton may ran for the 


Senate to spur their contributors to open their pocket books. 

“Republicans, not only in New York but across the country, 
are very energized by this contest, Senator Mitch McConnell 
of Kenrucky said at a picture-taking session on Capitol Hill 
with Mayor Rudolph Giuliani of New York, the Republican 
most likely candidate to seek the Senate seat next year. "It has 
generated an enormous amount of interest in Republican base 
voters and contributors around the country." 

McConnell is chairman of the National Republican Sen- 
atorial Committee. (APi 


Quote /Unquote 


Mike McCuny, the former presidential press secretary, on 
Chelsea CHnton, the president's daughter 

"Chelsea had an experience as a child in the White House 
that is totally different from what other presidential children 
have gone through. She grew up in the White House and 
turned out a pretty good kid. In my opinion, she has her head 
screwed on a little bit better than her mom and dad. in many 
ways." (AP) 


Free the press. 


Newseum Radio, Saturdays at 1300 CET, and 
NPR programs such as AH Things Considered* 
Morning Edition* and Car Talk* ..heard around 
the world via radio, cable and satellite. 
www.npr.org/worldwfcie. + 1 202 414 2030, wortdwide@npr.org 
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Schroeder Finds an Opposition Ally 

German Greens Bypassed as Free Democrats Aid Reform Plan 


By John Schmid 

International Herald Tribune 


FRANKFURT — Germany's op- 
position Free Democratic Party on 
Thursday emerged as the saviors of a 
key citizenship reform by Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroeder in a move that 
threatens to marginalize Mr. 
Schroeder's Greens party coalition 
partners. 

According to Bonn sources and 
commentators, Mr. Schroeder's interi- 
or minister wants to adopt a position 
aligned with the conservative Free 
Democrats after backpedal nig this 
week on a pledge to grant permanent 
dual nationality 1 rights to foreigners 
who become new German citizens. 

After the Greens lost on nearly all 
the landmark reforms they bought into 
the government program in the heady 
days after the election in September, 
the setback over citizenship laws car- 
ries a particularly painful sting, to the 
environmentalist party. 

Rather than relying on a plan by the 
Greens, Mr. Schroeder's government 
must rely on the opposition Free 
Democratic Party, whose pro-business 
views often are anathema to many 
Greens and Social Democrats. 

The compromise supported by the 
Free Democrats overturns a proposal 
embraced by the Greens to oner dual 
nationality to foreigners who are nat- 
uralized. 

Following a reversal for Mr. 
Schroeder this month in Hesse, which 
deprives the Social Democrats of a 
majority in the Bundesrat, or upper 
house, the original Greens plan no 


longer has a chance of clearing Par- 
liament 

Kurdish protests in German cities 
last week inflamed the citizenship is- 
sue anew. After conservatives last 
month had warned that the dual-cit- 
izenship law would import Turkish- 
Kurdish conflicts into Germany, their 
worst fears were realized when three 
people were killed in' a protest by 
Kuids in Berlin. 

Mr. Schroeder’s left-leaning coali- 
tion abandoned another Greeu-led ini- 
tiative earlier in the week when it with- 
drew plans for an early ban on re- 
processing nuclear waste. That setback 
was a blow to a drive led by the Greens 
to shut the nation's 19 nuclear power 
reactors at the soonest possible date. 

In a clear reference to tire nuclear 

S iwer issue, Mr. Schroeder blamed the 
reens for pushing '‘minority" issues 
into the center of the public debate. 

To Mr. Schroeder's critics, the re- 
versals on citizenship and nuclear 
power are only the latest policy mis- 
steps. German commentators and the 
opposition frequently use the term 
"chaos'’ to describe Mr. Schroeder’s 
economic policies. 

The Free Democrats gleefully added 
to Mr. Schroeder’s political misfor- 
tunes by instigating a debate over the 
instability of Mr. Schroeder's "red- 
green” alliance. Some Free Democrat- 
ic leaders recently have flirted with the 
idea of even displacing die Greens in 
the coalition. Mr. Schroeder recently 
blamed the Greens for the mistakes of 
his first four months. 

The conservative newspaper Die 
Welt reported which ministries the 


Free Democrats would claim under 
Mr. Schroeder. 

Few are willing to forecast a co- 
alition split in Bonn for now, although 
television talk shows and newspaper 
columns offer a lively debate about 
such a scenario: The first real durability 
lest of Mr. Schroeder’s alliance comes 
in June with two key elections. If the 
Social Democrats or Greens turn in a 
poor showing in the June 6 s [alehouse 
vote in Bremen or the June 13 Euro- 
pean Union Parliament vote then, some 
commentators said, they "no longer 
exclude a coalition break." 

‘ ‘The red-green coalition under Ger- 
hard Schroeder has not been in office 
for much longer than 100 days before 
people in Bonn are talking about its 
early end;" Die Welt commented. The 
Frankfurter Ailgemeine Zeitung wrote 
in an editorial, ‘ ‘At the center of power, 
the ties between red and green are 
becoming brittle.” 

The Social Democrats, in theory. 


could build a new coalition majority in 
the Bundestag, the lower house of Par- 
liament, with the Free Democrats, 
throwing overboard the Greens. But 
the Free Democrats are too weak in the 
Bundesrat to build a clear majority 
there. 

The Free Democrats, with a history 
of shifting allegiances, have been 
Bonn’s political kingmakers for most 
postwar administrations. In 1982, they 
ditched Helmut Schmidt’s Social 
Democraric-led coalition and joined 
the Christian Democrats of former 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 

Mr. Schroeder beat Mr. Kohl last 
September. 



Huftp/ Hw - 

Serbian policemen patrolling a road west of Pristina, Yugoslavia, on Thursday as tensions in the province rose. 

KOSOVO: NATO Moves Closer as Serbian Troops Mass on Border ■ 


Continued from Page 1 

on NATO or UN missions. 

To prevent these forces from entering 
Kosovo by land, Serbian commandos 
reportedly have mined die main roads, 
bridges and narrow passes threading the 
mountains along the frontier, but NATO 
has helicopter assault forces. In an emer- 
gency, air strikes would be the first 
NATO option. • 

- But Mr. Milosevic appeared to have 
gained room for some brinkmanship to 
test Western determination. Western of- 
ficials said privately, because of the de- 
cision by the 16-man negotiating team 
representing the ethnic Albanian ma- 
jority in Kosovo not to sign the Ram- 


home Thursday to start consultations 
with the fractious Kosovo Liberation 
Army, finally landing only after several 
hours’ delay caused by the Serbian au- 
thorities in Kosovo. 

Trying to maintain a cease-fire before 
talks resume on March IS, Western lead- 
ers warned tbar NATO air strikes would 
be triggered immediately if Sob forces 
went on the offensive or committed what 
Robin Cook, the British foreign sec- 
retary, described as "disproportionate 
violence,” including atrocities against 
civilians. 

But a forcefulNATO response may be 
paralyzed by European governments’ 
reluctance to use force while diplomacy 
seems to have a chance of succeeding, 


in the Clinton' administra- 


bouUlet peace plan. The delegation went - and that cautious approach seems to be 


SENATE: Lawmakers Condemn China for Human Rights Abuses 


Continued from Page l 

“It is not a perfect relationship, ' ’ Mrs. 
Albright told die House committee. “But 
I think that it is important to look at how 
we can benefit from a strategic dialogue 
with them, which is what we do.” 

She said China had * ‘moved in a good 
direction’' on limiting the proliferation 
of weapons of mass destruction, and had 
had a helpful influence on the Com- 
munist dictatorship in North Korea. 

“We do not endorse what China is 
doing in all the areas that you have 
raised,” she said. “I'm on my way to 
China and I'm going to raise all the 
issues that yon have brought up.” 


On Oct. 5, China, signed the Inter- 
national Covenant on Civil and Political 
rights, and Beijing had hoped to avoid a 
new confrontation before the UN rights 
commission. But sponsors of the Senate 
legislation said that it had not moved 
since then to comply with the covenant 
"Human rights conditions have only 
deteriorated in China and Tibet,” said 
Senator Connie Mack. Republican of 
Florida. 

C hina has found more vocal critics 
than friends in Congress for years, par- 
ticularly since die 1989 crackdown 
around Tiananmen Square in Beijing. 
Mr. Lott said that to emphasize the 'depth 
of Senate feeling on China, he had sched- 


uled the human rights measure as only the 
second to be dealt with after the Clinton 


pay raise. "There continues to be tenibl 
human rights violations in China.” 

The resolution speaks of “widespread 
and well-documented human rights abus- 
es in China and Tibet” and of continuing 
“coercive implementation of family 
planning policies and the sale of human 
organs taken from executed prisoners.” 
Four political dissidents were arrested 
Thursday in central Hubei Province, a 
Hong Kong rights group said, according 
to Reuters. The four reportedly were 
organizing a human rights seminar to be 
held next month in Wuhan. 


ENVOY: U.S. Ambassador to China Proves a Tough Position to Fill 


Continued from Page 1 

head the relatively small Center for De- 
fense Information here, officials said. 

Three others who received ap- 
proaches were David Pryor, another 
former Democratic senator from Arkan- 
sas; General John Shalikashvili, the 
former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and Anthony Lake, a former na- 
tional security adviser. 


In refusing the prospect, some ex- 
pressed ambivalence about such a de- 
manding overseas position for a tour that 
might be over in less than two years. Mr. 
Clinton's term ends in January 2001. 

Others said the ambassador would 
have great responsibility but little policy 
authority. Some indicated they were 
more discouraged by tire heavy sixains in 
Chinese -American relations. 

The potential candidates apparently 



thought a -confirmation hearing before 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
which is headed by Seaator Jesse Helms, 

Republican of North Carolina, would be 
as unforgiving as earlier hearings over 
China's trade status. 

“Any confirmation hearing will be 
bruising.” said an a official, referring to 
the inevitable committee showdown. 

Samuel Berger, the national security 
adviser, is heading the search to replace 
James Sasser, who became ambassador 
to China in 1996 after losing his seat as a 
Democratic senator from Tennessee. He 
leaves the embassy in May. 

“Obviously, this job is critical to 
United - States national interests, and 
we’re looking at people of stature,” said 
David Leavy, a spokesman for the Na- 
tional Security Council. “We don’t feel n T/ . - ‘ 

we're behind the curve. It’s at the top of ff KUTOS bet tO LeOVC 
our agenda." Mr. Leavy said that only r 

two people had been approached se- EmbaSSY Ul Nairobi 
riously about the job. J 


Israel Stops Extradition 
Of U.S. Murder Suspect 


The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — The Israeli Su- 
preme Court on Thursday blocked die 
extradition of an 1 8-year-old Maryland 
murder suspect to the United Mates, 
and the youth now faces trial in IsraeL 

Samuel Sheinbein showed no re- 
action when Chief Justice Aharon 
Barak read the 3-to-2 decision, which 
could strain ties between Israel and the 
United States. 

Maryland prosecutors had pushed 
for die extradition of Mr. Sheinbein, 
who has been indicted in Montgomery 
County in the killing of an acquaint- 
ance, Alfred Tello Jr. 

Mr. Sheinbein fled to Israel on Sept 
21, 1997, two days after the victim's 
mutilated and burned body was found. 

To prevent extradition, Mr. Sbein- 
bein claimed Israeli citizenship through 
his father, who was bom in pre-state 
IsraeL Under Israeli law, citizens can- 
not be extradited for trial abroad. 

But the Jerusalem' District Court 
ruled last year that Mr. Sheinbein 
could be returned to the United States 
because he did not maintain close ties 



Sheinbein arriving in court. 

to IsraeL The Supreme Court decision 
overturned that ruling. 

Mr. Sheinbein will now be tried for 
murder in IsraeL and Justice Ministry 
officials said he would be indicted 
within the next few days. In die mean- 
time, he will remain in detention. 
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unity Council 
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Women in Beijing walking past an ad featuring a mobile phone Thursday. 

CHINA: Beijing Blasts Satellite-Deal Ban 


Continued from Page I 

U.S. officials as the beginning of new era 
of partners Kip, but a harsh crackdown on 
dissidents begun late last year, uncer- 
tainty about China’s growing military 
power and a burgeoning U.S. trade def- 
icit with China estimated by U.S. of- 
ficials to be running at more than $1 
billion a week have left Mrs. Albright 
with a series of uettlesome problems to 
address while in Beijing. 

Her trip is also intended to smooth the 
way for Zhu Rongji's first trip to Amer- 
ica since being appointed China’s prime 
minisrer last year. 

Asia-Pacific Mobile Telecommunica- 
tions is a cellular phone venture that 
includes investors from Singapore, 
Malaysia, Japan, Thailand and Indonesia 
but is 51 percent owned by Chinese 
organizations. Belittling concerns raised 
by some U.S. officials that China’s mil- 
itary could have benefited from the sale, 
a Foreign Ministry spokeswoman, Zhang 
Qiyue. said the U.S. rejection of Hughes 
Electronics Corp.'s application to export 
the satellites had been made “under the 
excuse of national-security interests,” 
according to a statement released by the 
official Xinhua news agency. 

The spokeswoman said China had 
lodged a “strong complaint” over die 
matter but gave no indication of what if 
any punitive trade measures it was con- 
sidering in response to the U.S. move. 

The issue of American high-technol- 
ogy transfers to China is likely to be a 
high-profile one before Mr. Zhu’s visit to 
the United States. A congressional com- 
mittee investigating improper transfers is 
expected to release an unclassified ver- 
sion of the full 
weeks. 


woman, defended the past behavior of 
Chinese buyers and American satellite 
providers, all of whom she said had 
“strictly followed international norms in 
the trading and launching of civilian-use 
satellites for a long time.” 

A U.S. National Security Council of- 
ficial said this week that despite the 
controversy, there had not been a “fun- 
damental change” in America’s policy 
on exports to China. But a congressional 
mandate that licensing authority for such 
sales be moved to the State Department 
beginning next month is likely to bring 
tough new scrutiny. The Commerce De- 
partment, which had recommended that 
the Hughes sale be approved, used to 
hold that licensing authority. 


Other officials, who demanded an- 
onymity, said Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Lake 
and Mr. Bumpers had been asked to 
consider the position. Friends of Mr. 
Pryor said he had been approached as 
well but had turned it down at once. 

The other official approached was 
Stephen Bosworth, now ambassador to 
South Korea, former senior Clinton ad- 
ministration officials said. 

Administration officials agree that 
this is a pivotal moment for oue of the 
most important foreign relationships and 
that Mr. Clinton is searching for a prom- 
inent, figure whose name alone would 
convey to the Chinese how highly Wash- 
ington values its dealings with them. 

At the same time, the officials said, an 
ambassador-designate must be per- 
ceived as tough on Beijing to win con- 
firmation from Congress. 

But a confirmation hearing of even the 
most popular candidate is expected to 
become a platform for every senator with 
a problem with China, a senior Clinton 
administration official said. "The con- 
firmation would go on and on, and it will 
be a braising battle, 1 ’ the official said. 

“I think this is a very rough time for 
dealing with China,” said Edward 
Friedman, a political science professor 
at the University of Wisconsin who is a 
specialist on China. 


May. The war reignited at Badme on 
Feb. 6 and spread to two other fronts. 

(Reuters) 

U.S. Drug Official 
Warns on Mexico 

WASHINGTON — Hie head of the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, 
Thomas Constantine, has said Mexican 
drug trafficking organizations posed the 
worst criminal threat Co the United States 
that he had seen in nearly 40 years in law 
enforcement. 

Speaking days before the Clinton ad- 
ministration’s deadline for certifying 
that Mexico is cooperating in drug-fight- 
ing efforts, Mr. Constantine sketched a 
bleak picture in testimony Wednesday 
before the Senate Caucus on Interna- 
tional Narcotics ControL He did not ad- 
dress the central question of the level of 
official cooperation that Mexico has 
offered to the United States. (NYT) 

3 Expelled by Chile 

SANTIAGO — Chile has ordered the 
expulsion of three foreigners, accusing 
them of meddling in national affairs by 
supporting protests by Mapuche Indians 
in southern Chile. The Interior Minis try 
did not identify the foreigners except to 
ground offensive aimed at recapturing . say that they were a Frenchman, a Span- 
land occupied by Eritrean troops last iard and an American. (AP) 


NAIROBI — Eight Kurdish associ- 
ates of foe captured rebel leader Ab- 
dullah Ocalan who have been in the 
Greek Embassy in Nairobi for nearly 
two weeks were set to leave Kenya on 
Thursday, an embassy official said. 

Their safe passage was negotiated by 
Pavlos Apostolodis, general seoretazy of 
the Greek Foreign Ministry, the official 
said on condition of anonymity. 

The official declined to say where foe 
eight were going or when they would 
leave, but Jacob Chumba, a spokesman 
for the Kenyan Foreign Ministry, said 
foe. Kurds were flying aboard a private 
jet to Athens. (AP) 


Continuing Warfare 
Reported by Eritrea 

ASMARA, Eritrea — Ethiopian and 
Eritrean -forces battled for a third suc- 
cessive day along their disputed western 
border Thursday, Eritrean government 
officials said, 

“The situation is still serious,” a se- 
nior official said. Both sides have 
claimed the upper hand in foe fighting, 
which began Tuesday with an Ethiopian 
d offe 


Anthony Nutting Dies; Resigned Over Suez Attack 


By Warren Hoge 

New Yqri Times Service 


LONDON — Sir Anthony Nutting, 79, a deputy 
foreign secretary who sacrificed a potentially brilliant 
political career by resigning over Britain’s involve- 
ment in the 1956 attack on Egypt over the Suez Canal, 
died of heart failure Tuesday at his home in London. 

He had been the youngest member of Winston 
Churchill's postwar government and was a rising fig- 
ure in foe Conservative Party leadership when he 
attended a fateful and secret meeting of high-ranking 
British and French officials on Oct. 14, 1956 at 
Chequers, the prime ministerial retreaL 
The Suez Canal crisis was the topic. 

Israel was about to attack' Egypt, which under Pnes- 


idem Gama I Abdel Nasser had nationalized the Suez 
. , -Tv rc P? n Jf 1 . *1* coming Canal in July. Sir Anthony learned at the secret gafo- 
mts. £nang. the Chinese spokes- ering that Prime Minister Anthony Eden, his mentor. 


and foe French leaders had agreed that once fighting 
began, they would send in their own paratroopers. 

The public justification would be foe need to sep- 
arate Israeli and Egyptian forces. But foe true purpose, 
the leaders agreed, would be to support IsraeL recover 
the canal and undermine President Nasser, who had 
turned to the Soviet bloc for weapons. 

Sir Anthony, who two years earlier had negotiated the 
final steps of the treaty in Cairo with Colonel Nasser 
under which British troops withdrew from Suez, felt foe 
mission was mistaken and deceitful 
When British planes took to foe air on Oct. 31, he 
decided to quit For security reasons, he did not give die 
customary resignation speech to Commons, and his 
constituents accused him of betrayaL 
Harold Macmillan, later to become prime minister, 
had urged him not to resign, saying! “You will lead foe 


spreading 

tion.. . .. .. 

Its priority now is to convince foe 
Kosovo Liberation Army to accept the 
Rambouillet terms, which means _ __ 
down their guns in exchange for NA' 
protection. Washington could then tdl ■ 
Sir. Milosevic to accept the peacekeep- : 
mg force or see his military infrastruc- 
ture wrecked by NATO airstrikes. 

But convincing him may be harder ^ 
now because Rambouillet has became w 
another example of Western leaders’ ' 
reluctance to back up demands with - 
force — in this case, foe negotiating 
deadline that expired Last Saturday, only 
to be extended. 

“We imposed ceilings on Serbian 
forces last October and didn’t act whefi- . 
be violated them,” a NATO commander . 
said. 1 ‘Then we threatened to react after 
the December massacre of civilians, but 
started peace talks.’* Now, he asked, 
what is Mr. Milosevic "likely to be 
thinking about our readiness to use 
force7” 

Serbian military strength in Kosovo 
has already risen to “more than double” 
the levels accepted by Belgrade in Oc- - 
tober in a deal to avert NATO air strikes. - 
Supposedly limited to 10,000 . army - 
troops and 11,000 paramilitary police, ' 
foe Serbs now have more than 25,000 
troops and police in Kosovo plus agrow- • 
ing force of 7,500 troops backed with 
200 tanks just north of the province, the TC 
NATO official said 

Despite Mrs.. Albright’s tough public » 
line, U.S. officials said that the De- 
of Defense and the National 
_ osed airstrikes to • 
stop these Serb reinforcements. 

Asked about foe Serbs' intentions, die • 
NATO official said that "they probably 
are poised to act if the peace talks break 
down.” 

Meanwhile their intimidating pres- 
ence helps scare ethnic Albanian ci- 
vilians out of their homes, reinforcing 
fears among Kosovars of a Serbian of- •' 
fensive to partition Kosovo. 

The northern half of the province, 
bordering Serbia, contains Orthodox ' 
monasteries and mineral wealth coveted 
by Belgrade. 

Fighting erupted Thursday between 
Serbian forces equipped with tanks and 
mortars and KLA guerrillas near Bukos, 
north of foe capital, Pristina, along a 
highway that would have a strategic role 
for a Serbian incursion. 

A partition bid would ignite all-out 
resistance among Kosovo's ethnic Al- 
banians, who constitute 90 percent of foe 
local population, and inflame nation- 
alism in neighboring Albania. 


AIRBUS: 

A $200 Million Loss . 

Continued from Page 1 

partners at fixed prices but has been - 
discounting airplane prices to match 
Boeing, especially on narrow-body air- 
"It’s a function of the single-aisle 
marketplace,” said Michael Turner, ex- 
epitiye director at British Aerospace. • 
“Etoeing keeps reducing foe price of tire 

British Aerospace, which makes . 
wings for Airbus, generated rising profit . 
from that subcontract work, benefiting 
from rising volume as Airbus deliveries 
rose to 229 aircraft last year from 182 in ■ 
1997. 

Overall, British Aerospace reported ■ 
an operating profit of £12 million cm 
commercial aircraft business, its. first . . 
such profit in some time. 

■ Strip ping out the company’s. regional ; 
aircraft business and the repayment of : 
£122 million of government develop- 
ment subsidies, foe company generated : 
an operating profit margin of just over 10 
percent on Airbus revenue of about £1.8 , -iS| 
billion, estimated Nick Cunningham, an - 
analyst with Salomon Smith Barney. 

Mr. Cunningham said Airbus was per- ■ 
forming “relatively well” compared- 
with. Boeing, which earned only $65 i 
minion last year on commercial aircraft 
sales of $35 billion. 

. /Th® system as a whole remains prof- 
ttable, said Barbara Kracht, a spokes- , 
woman at Airbus headquarters in 
Toulouse, France. 

Airbus results would be clearer if the «•• .=• 
partners fulfilled their goal of combining ' 
“to a single corporate entity. But dif- ’ 
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Willard R. Espy, 88, Punster 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — Willard R. Espy, 88. who had such 
a winsome way with words, such an elegant ear for 

rhyme and such a sure sense of the absund that he once _ 

began a poem with foe words, "I do not roister with an Acuities in valuing aswfo and comnUc- - 
oyster,” died. Saturday at New York Hospital. The artons stemming from the Darallel^HO- 
cause was not announced. cess of defense consolidation continue ' 

to delay that development 
.. Turner said he would be surprised 

if it happened this year. 

British Aerospace said pretax profit i 


William M. Bronk, 81, Poet 

New York TimeeService 

NEW YORK — William M. Bronk, 81, a poet 
known for the pfiilosophical.depth of his work, died 
Monday at his home in Hudson Falls, New York. He 
had been ailing with emphysema. Mr. Bronk, who was 
descended from Jonas Bronck, for whom foe Bronx 
was named, won foe American Book Award in 1982 

fiw hie i wm e “[ i fp ’* • , 


bcforeexceptionhl items rose 14 percent • 

1998 to £685 million. 


in 



party one day.” Instead, Sir Anthony found his prom- . for his poems. “Life Supports," and was considered 
ising political career in ruins at foe age of 36. one of the most prominent poets of his generation. 


The results were helped by the de- * 
SS-rf }* T °™do fighters to Saudi 

^SlVl^ CMlgh M executives actaowl-%"- 
^dfoat low oil prices had hurt foe • 
prospect for future sales there. 
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ASWPACIFIC 


’58 Political Prisoner 
Is Released by Seoul 


By Kevin Sullivan 

Washington Post Service 


SEOUL — Looking thin but 
the man believed to be the world’s 
longest-serving political prisoner 
walked through prison gates Thursday 
morning into an outside world he has not 
seen in 41 years. 

* ‘For over 40 years, I’ve been in con- 
finement,” Woo Yong Gak, 69, said, 
^pwing to the crowd of reporters and 
human rights activists who gathered at 
the prison gate. 

“Now I’m very happy to see the 
light” 

Mr. Woo and 16 other prisoners were 
freed to mark the first anniversary of 
President Kim Dae Jong’s administra- 
tion. 

The world has changed dramatically 
since 1958, when Mr. Woo was captured 
as he led a North Korean reconnaissance 
boat into South Korean waters. 

But time has -stood virtually still for 
tensions on die divided Korean Pen- 
insula, which is as volatile today as it 
was when Mr. Woo began what rights 
activists describe as decades of solitary 
confinement, deprivation and torture. 

Human rights organizations hailed the 
prisoners' release, and cheered the gov- 
ernment for dropping a long-standing 
Qpquirement that prisoners sign a state- 
ment pledging to follow Sooth Korean 
law. including die provisions that make 
it a crime to praise North Korea. 

But freeing the prisoners — led by 


Mr. Woo. who had become a celebrated 
cause among human rights groups — has 
already posed a delicate dilemma in re- 
lations between the two Koreas. ; 

North Korea bas appealed for the pris- 
oners, all of whom were former North 
Korean agents or sympathizers, to be 
sent “back to die bosoms of their fam- 
ilies” in the North. 

Allowing the prisoners to go north 
would “be an important turning point in 
opening the door to a wide range of 
contacts and bring about a thawing in 
frozen inter-Korean relations,” said a 
letter from die North Korean Red 
Cross. • 

The South Korean president said at a 
news conference Wednesday that he 
would consider snch a step only if North 
Korea agreed to return some of the 2 00 
or more Sooth Koreans — mainly pris- 
oners of wax from the Korean War — 
who are believed held in North Korean 
prisons. 

Mr. Kim called for talks with Noth 
Korea on the repatriation issue, but he 
insisted that those talks be “fair and 
convincing to the Korean people.” 

It wa$ unclear whether the repatri- 
ation issue would nwl»» taTlrg between 
the two adversaries more likely, or even 
whether Mr. Woo and the cither pris- 
oners wanted to return to North Korea! 

“This is not a private issue,” Mr. 
Woo said. 

“This is a bilateral and humanitarian 
issue. I hope this issue will be resolved in 
a humanitarian way.’ ’ 


YibSoL Boog/Kmlrf, 

Woo Yong Gak, a former spy for North Korea, being welcomed as he stepped out of Taejon prison Thursday. 


Dressed in a dark windbreak er and 
dark-rimmed glasses, Mr. Woo said that 
be was suffering from diabetes but was 
in otherwise good health. 

Almost 1.500 other prisoners were 
freed and 9,000 people not in jail had 
their criminal records cleared as part of 
the amnesty. 

‘ “The psychological and material help 
given from a humanitarian viewpoint. 


human rights groups’ efforts toward 
changing public sentiment, and the ‘re- 
lease movement’ by Amnesty Interna- 
tional is carved in my bean.” Mr. Woo 
said, looking a little dazed as he accepted 
flowers from well-wishers. 

He said be hoped to continue to work 
toward unification of the Koreas. He also 
said that he had refused to sign the law- 
abiding oath because he did not want his 


freedom of conscience violated further. 

Amnesty International said that re- 
leasing Mr. Woo and the others was 
evidence of improvement in South Ko- 
rea’s human rights record since Mr. Kim 
took office. 

But the group said that' “powerful 
groups, such as political opponents and 
even Ministry' ‘ of Justice officials” 
seemed to be blocking reforms. 


Marcos Victims to Get Millions 

An Unprecedented Settlement for Human Bights Abuses 


Reusers 

MANILA — The family of the late 
Philippine leader Ferdinand Marcos bas 
agreed to pay $150 million in damages to 
10,000 victims of human rights abuses 
after a 13-year legal battle, lawyers for 
the victims said Thursday. 

Under the pr eliminar y agreement, the 
distribution of the money would be su- 
• t’toervised by the U.S. District Court in 
" Hawaii, which in 1993 found Mr. Marcos 
liable for atrocities committed by sol- 
diears during his rule, the lawyers said. 

“A despot who abuses his people will 
finally pay,” said a statement issued by 
lawyers for the victims, Robert Swift in 
the United States and Rod Domingo in 
die Philippines. 

‘ ‘Never before have victims of human 
rights abuses in any country recovered 
on a judgment against the perpetrator,” 
the lawyers said. 

Mr. Domingo, who released the state- 
ment in Manila, said the agreement 
would still need die approval of the 
government of the Philippines, which 
has accused Mr. Marcos of looting the 
Treasury and also claims his assets. 

President Joseph Estrada has said he 


was willing to share some of the Marcos' 
assets with the victims. 

Mr. Domingo said the agreement was 
signed for the Marcos family by the 
former first lady, Imelda Marcos, and 
her son, Ferdinand Jr., who is a pro- 
vincial governor, and by Mr. Swift for 
the victims. 

The Marcos family declined comment 
on the repeat. 

“All statements will come from the 
office of President Estrada,” said a 
spokesman for Mr. Marcos’s son. 

The Hawaii court had ordered. the 
Marcos estate to pay $2.0 billion to vic- 
tims of torture and to relatives of dis- 
sidents who disappeared or were killed 
by soldiers during the Marcos regime. 

The victims agreed to a compromise 
amount of $150 million because it would 
take years to collect the full amount from 
the Marcoses, who had disputed the 
Hawaii court ruling, Mr. Domingo said 

Mr. Dommgo said the money would be 
drawn from the half a billion dollars of 
Marcos deposits in Swiss banks. Switzer- 
land has transferred the deposits to an 
escrow account in Manzlapending a court 
ruling on who actually owns die money. 


BRIEFLY 


Chinese Jet Seen Spewing Smoke 

RUI AN, China — Workers combed through charred 
debris Thursday for clues to why an airliner crashed and 
exploded in a cabbage field in C hina, killing all 61 people 
aboard in the country’s worst aviation disaster in nearly five 
years. 

Police labored to keep thousands of onlookers away from 
die crash site near the small town of Rui An, on the outskirts 
of Wenzhou city. 400 kilometers (250 miles) south of 
Shanghai in coastal Zhejiang province. 

Mr. Lin, a shopkeeper in Tangtou village, where the crash 
raided houses, said he saw the China Southwest Airlines jet 
spewing black smoke and flying erratically before it crashed 
and exploded in the muddy field surrounded by ramshackle 
farmhouses. (AP) 

Hun Sen Plans Military Cutback 

TOKYO — Prime Minister Hon Sen of Cambodia told 
international aid donors Thursday he planned to cut the 
country’s armed forces by 55,000 soldiers, or about one- 
third, over the next five years. 

In a speech opening a two-day international conference 
on aid to Cambodia, Mr. Hun Sen also asked that aid not be 
tied to patting fanner Khmer Rouge leaders on trial and 
promised that help given to Cambodia would go toward 
developing the country, not to any one party or person. 

He said his country’s plans to scale bade tee military 
would reduce the financial burden on its state badget The 


plans also include decommissioning 24,000 police officers. 
The demobilized soldiers and police would be given “pro- 
ductive occupations.” he said. (Reuters) 

Cambodia to Lose Waste Dump 

PHNOM PENH — Formosa Plastics Corp.. the 
Taiwanese petrochemical giant, agreed Thursday to clean 
a nearly 3,000-ton toxic waste dump in Cambodia within 
days, a Cambodian government negotiator said. 

The negotiator, Om Yentieng. said the deal did not rule 
out future negotiations for compensation. ‘ ‘Everything else 
can be delayed pending future negotiations,” he said, “but 
shipping the waste out cannot be delayed.” 

Toe waste — described as “brine sludge contaminated 
with mercury” — was discovered by environment officials 
in December in a crude dump about 10 kilometers (6 miles) 
outside die southwestern port of Sihanoukville. A dock 
worker died soon after cleaning the hold of a ship that 
transported the waste from Taiwan, sparking hysteria and 
rioting. (AP) 

Bangladeshis Vote Despite Strike 

DHAKA. Bangladesh — Bangladesh completed three days 
of local elections Thursday despite an anti-government gen- 
eral strike that paralyzed the country's main cities and claimed 
seven lives. Thousands of Bangladeshis poured into polling 
stations to vote for municipal councils on Tuesday, Wed- 
nesday and Thursday, the Election Commission said. (AP) 
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RESCUE: 3 Frenchmen Survive in Igloo 
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Continued from Page 1 

that they conld have survived three 
>ur more days. 

-each pilots used the first lull in a 
c of snowstorms to spot the igloo 
a faint mobile phone call on Tues- 
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had used die phone to contact a 
ie center, but it was only the feeble 
all that led rescuers to them. Heti- 
ars had flown over their Shelter in 
visibility without spotting it. 

Ve were overjoyed when we saw a 
waving,” said Jerome Graille, a 
itain policeman. 

ie three, all experienced mountain- 
had first burrowed deep into the 
i to escape f ro m the wind and cold, 
built their igloo, which rescuers 
ibed as fairly comfortable, under a 
cliff to avoid being swept away by 


a huge airlift continued for a 
day to remove people from the 
f alley ii 


Paznann Valley in Austria, 
■grail death toll there rose to 32, 
ing matt, than a dozen foreign 
s. Nine Germans, five Dutchmen 
/o Danes were identified among 
*d in the hamlet of Galtner. where 
e’s deadliest avalanche of die 
struck on Tuesday. At least four 
ts were missing. 

falzur, where the boy was found 
i wall of snow descended Wed- 
r and crushed 11 houses and 2 
©raids, three more bodies 
and two persons were still 
». Rescuers conceded that 
s of digging out mare survivors in 
iey were slim. ' 

Is remained blocked although 
lance crews hoped to clear them 

avalanche danger was rated as 
ely high throughout the Alps and 
weather added to die risk by melt- 


i fag ees to Return 

i sac toted Press 
- In the latest effort to 
jag ethnic conflict, top 



In Switzerland, die resort of Leuk- 
erbad was struck Thursday by a 300- 
meter-wide (984-foot-wide) snowslide 
that destroyed four houses. There were 
oo fatalities after 30 people were rescued 
from a crushed building. 

The Austrian Army led one of the 
biggest airlifts in the country's history, 
comprising some 35 helicopters from 
Austria, the United States, Germany and 
Switzerland. 

They planned to continue flying 
through the early evening, turning their 
attention to people trapped far days in 
other ski resorts in the area such as 
IschgL which faced an acute risk of 
avalanche.. 

Departing tourists described days of 
terror following the Galtner avalanche 
as they waited for the airlift. 

“It was terrible, especially the 
nights,” said Birgit Pick, a German tour- 
ist “We didn’t know if there would be 
another avalanche. We hardly slept for 
two nights. • 

“The organization was a bit chaotic. 
Yesterday, we stood for five hours in foe 
snow with our children, waiting for a 
flight out and then we were told we 
couldn’t go. We went back to oar hotel 
and were very frightened all night long. 
But tins morning we got the first flight 
out thank God.’ ’ (Reuters, AP) 


Omagh Bombing Suspect Freed 


to defend their client against charges of treason. 

The Anatolian news agency quoted Governor Orhan 
Tasanlar of Bursa as saying, “The lawyers should not 
abandon their legal role and take on another. Mr. Tasanlar, 
a known hard-finer and former senior police official, is 
responsible for the region in which Ocalan’s jail is located. 

(Reuters) 


BELFAST — Police investigating Northern Ireland’s 
worst guerrilla bombing have released a prominent Re- 
publican who had been m custody for three days, security 
sources said Thursday. 

Francis Mackey, chairman of a hard-line Republican 

political group, was among 11 men arrested on both sides of r. j ni_ g* i i7'|i m 

the Irish border and questioned about foe Omagh bombing, Italy -lltlTlG {jTQStl AvlllS hr R€Opie 
which killed 29 civilians and wounded more than 200 in 
August. Security sources said Mr. Mackey, 44, had been 
freed without charge Wednesday night 


Mr. Mackey is chairman of foe 32-County Sovereignty 
Group, which is critical of the 1 998 Good Friday peace deal 
designed to end 30 years of sectarian conflict in Northern 
Ireland. The organization has consistently denied claims 
that it is the political wing of foe Real IRA, a dissident 
splinter group that planted foe Omagh bomb. 

A Dublin court Wednesday ordered one man to beheld in 
custody after facing charges linked to foe bombing. The 
accused, Cohn Murphy, 48, is the only person to have been 
charged so for in connection with foe attack. Police in 
British-ruled Northern Ireland said one man was still being 
questioned there. (Reuters) 

Ocalan Lawyers Get a Warning 

ANKARA — A governor in Turkey on Thursday warned 
lawyers for Abdullah Ocalan, foe jailed Kurdish rebel 
leader, not to step beyond foe boundaries of their legal brief 


GENOA — A commuter plane with 31 people aboard 
overshot the runway Thursday in northern Italy and ended 
up in foe sea. Officials said at least four people were killed 
and that two others were seriously injured 
The Minerva airlines Domier-328 had departed from 
Cagliari, Sardinia. (AP) 


Blair Faces Trouble , Rival Says 

LONDON — Labor voters unhappy with Prime Minister 
Tony Blair may stay at home in May’s elections for a new 
Scottish Parliament, handing victory to pro-independence 
nationalists, a nationalist leader predicted Thursday. 

Alex S almond, who has pledged to hold a referendum on 
independence by 2003 if his Scottish National Party emer- 
ges as the largest force in the vote, said foe party was 
expected to benefit from the fact that its supporters were far 
keener to go out to vote than Labor's. 

Polls show Labor just ahead of the Scottish National 
Party. (Reuters) 


China Vetoes Forces in Taiwan-Friendly Macedonia 
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I Thursday to return all 
iomes by foe en d of the 
5 news agency report- 
goes back to a 1944. 
I the entire Ingush oa- 
ring with the Nazis- 


Reuters 

UNITED NATIONS — China on Thursday vetoed 
foe renewal of a UN peacekeeping force in Macedonia 
in retaliation for foe Balkan country’s recent estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations with Taiwan. 

Russia abstained while the other 1 3 members of the 
■ 15-nation Security Council supported a resolution call- 
ing for a six-month renewal of the force in the former 
Yugoslav republic bordering Serbia’s embattled 
province of Kosovo. 

A negative vote by China, which along with the 
United States, Russia, Britain and France is one of the 
council’s five permanent members, automatically kills 
any resolution. 

The 1,100-member UN Preventive Deployment 
Force, known as Unpredep. includes about 360 troops 
from foe United States. 640 from Scandinavia and 
about 50 from Indonesia. It was originally set up in 
1992 to deter the spread of fighting to Macedonia from 
other pans of Yugoslavia. 

Despite plans fast year to phase it out, foe farce was 
retained and strengthened in view of the conflict that 
erupted in neighboring Kosovo between Yugoslav 
security forces and ethnic Albanians fighting for in- 
dependence. The UN resolution, backed by Secretary- 


General Kofi Annan, had called for renewal of the 
force’s mandate until Aug. 31. 

China’s UN ambassador. Qin Huasun, said Beijing 
had reservations about the “repeated extension” of the 
force’s mandate but took a “flexible and cooperative’ ’ 
approach in the past. 

“Now, as known to all, foe situation has changed,' * 
lie said, alluding to Macedonia’s decision last month to 
open diplomatic relations with Taiwan — anathema to 
Beijing, which regards Taiwan as a renegade 
province. 

Macedonia provides logistical support for European 
civilian monitors in Kosovo and is a base for North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization operations in tire re- 
gion. 

Speaking before foe vote. Sir Jeremy Greens tock, 
Britain’s representative at the UN, said be did not think 
the decision should be based on reasons “extraneous” 
to the operation of foe force. “We believe that Un- 
predep is necessary,” be said. “The area is tense.” 

Diplomats said China's veto means there would be a 
“technical phase-out period” of at least a month 
during which the United States and others would 
consider what to do with the force. It could be made 
part of NATO or a separate monitoring group 


patrolling borders if needed. 

Beijing exercised its first veto in nearly 25 years in 
January 1997 against the dispatch of 155 UN military 
observers to monitor peace accords in Guatemala 
because of that country's diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan. 

China reversed its position two weeks later, after it 
was presumed to have received a promise that Gua- 
temala would cease backing Taiwan's annual attempt 
to obtain UN membership. 

Previously, China twice threatened to veto the pres- 
ence of UN troops in Haiti because of that country’s 
relations with Taiwan. 

This obliged the Security Council, to change the 
name of the Haiti mission and then get the United 
States and Canada to pay for foe troops. 

In a report last week recommending the renewal of 
Unpredep. Mr. Annan expressed satisfaction that 
Macedonia had not so far been adversely affected by 
foe conflict in Kosovo. 

“However, the potential serious repercussions that 
continued violence in Kosovo could have upon the 
external and internal security of foe country cannot be 
ignored,” he said, referring to Macedonia's large 
ethnic Albanian population. 


More Killed 
As Sectarian 
Clashes Flare 
In Indonesia 


Reuters 

AMBON, Indonesia — Thousands of 
refugees left Ambon in eastern Indone- 
sia on Thursday as foe death toll from 
clashes between Muslims and Christians 
rose to at least 24, residents and official 
press reports said. 

“Clashes happen every day. Today, 
nine Muslims were killed in Ambon and 
two in nearby villages, including an in- 
sane man who happened to be a 
Muslim,” said an official of the Ambon 
chapter of the Indonesia Council of 
Ulemas, an Islamic group. “That’s the 
figure which I can confirm.” 

The official news agency Antara said 
at least 24 people had been killed since 
clashes flared again Tuesday in Ambon, 
about 2300 km (.1,440 miles) east of 
Jakarta. Residents said foe main roods 
were deserted, with troops blocking the 
city center and many people slaying at 
home. Local workers for Christian and 
Muslim support groups said frightened 
residents were seeking refuge in 
churches and mosques. Some had lost 
their homes in arson attacks. 

Ambon is the epicenter of savage sec- 
tarian violence that has claimed more 
than 1 60 lives this year. Fourteen people 
were reported to have died here on Wed- 
nesday alone as troops fired on Chris- 
tians and Muslims who were fighting 
each other with firebombs, machetes and 
arrows. ■ 

In Borneo, ethnic violence erupted 
again Thursday in the Sambas district of 
West Kalimantan Province, raising the 
death toll to seven, Antara reported. The 
agency said at least four houses were 
burned Thursday. It said at least 58 
houses, mostly owned by Madurese 
people from East Java, had been burned 
since a fight over a bus fare Monday 
started riots. 

In East Timor, thousands of pro- In- 
dependence youths marched through foe 
provincial capital, Dili, on Thursday to 
mourn two comrades who died during a 
clash with Indonesian troops Wednes- 
day. witnesses said. 

The bodies of Joaquine de Jesus, a 
university student, and Fransisco da 
Concesta Omni, a high-school student, 
were paraded to the provincial gov- 
ernor’s beachfront office. One soldier 
was killed in foe clash. 

Indonesia has been racked by waves 
of unrest during the past year as ethnic, 
religious and social tensions, fueled by 
the country's worst economic and polit- 
ical crises in decades, boiled over. 

Police and soldiers have been ordered 
to shoot rioters and troublemakers cm 
sight, and the government is forming a 
rapid-response force to deal with out- 
breaks of unrest But the understaffed 
and poorly trained armed forces have 
been unable to stem foe growing tide of 
violence and lawlessness, and many ex- 
pect foe situation to get worse in foe 
countdown to elections on June 7. 


London Police 
Yow to Hunt 
Racist Killers 

Reuters 

LONDON — London’s police chief 
vowed Thursday to spend his remaining 
10 months in office trying to bring foe 
killers of a black youth to justice after an 
official report accused his force of in- 
competence and racism. 

Sir Paul Condon, London's Metro- 
politan Police commissioner, told BBC 
radio he would make use of “whatever 
offense we can utilize legally” to bring 
charges against those responsible for the 
death of Stephen Lawrence, who was 
Slabbed to death in 1993 while waiting 
for a bus in southeast London. 

“I want the racist thugs to feel 
hunted,” said Sir Paul, who is due to 
retire at the end of this year. 

The Lawrence case has focused the 
attention of Britons on attitudes to 
minority groups within the police ser- 
vice. 

The report published Wednesday at- 
tacked the police for their investigation 
into Mr. Lawrence's murder, speaking of 
“a combination of professional incom- 
petence, institutional racism and a failure 
of leadership by senior officers.’ ’ 

Fears that foe report might increase 
racial tension were not allayed when a 
memorial to Mr. Lawrence at foe spot 
where be died was splashed with white 
paint only hours after the inquiry's find- 
ings were published. This is foe third 
time foe engraved granite paving stone 
has been defaced. 

The vandals escaped unseen because 
a police surveillance camera had no film 
in it. police said. 

Mr. Lawrence's family have cam- 
paigned for justice after police failed to 
catch and prosecute foe killers. 

A lawyer for the family said he would 
take foe police to court if they did not 
quickly oner adequate compensation for 
conducting what he called an incom- 
petent investigation. 

Imran Khan, representing Mr. 
Lawrence's parents, said he would de- 
mand compensation “for the way in 
which they have been treated during the 
course of this incompetent and grossly 
negligent murder investigation.” 

4 * If they don’t respond satisfactorily, I 
propose to give them seven days, and 
after that we would then take the matter 
to court,” Mr. Khan said. 
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Violations in Kosovo 


With all die attention paid to the 
inconclusive finish to the Kosovo 
peace talks in France this week, it is 
easy to forget that a Kosovo deal 
already exists. It was negotiated by the 
special ambassador Richard Hol- 
brooke last October. It was accepted by 
the Serbian leader Slobodan Milo- 
sevic. And it was, ostensibly, to be 
enforced by NATO. 

Now Mr. Milosevic is in gross vi- 
olation of that deal. The agreement 
allowed him to keep far too many 
troops in Kosovo, but he has exceeded 
even that limit by thousands of special 
police. He was supposed to keep his 
troops in garrison, but they have been 
roaming freely through the country- 
side. Mr. Milosevic promised a cease- 
fire, but as, U.S. Ambassador William 
Walker, chief of the civilian verifi- 
cation team in Kosovo, said on Wed- 
nesday, “The cease-fire is a bit 
of a joke.” Nine thousand civilians 
have been displaced from their homes 
just in the past nine days; 50,000 in 
thepast two months. 

Tne Serbian dictator promised to 
release the ethnic Albanians be had 
detained, but more than 1,500 of them 
re main in custody, without charges and 
subject to torture and other abuse. Mr. 
Milosevic promised to admit war 
crimes investigators, but he has barred 
them at the border. “It is almost easier 
to list places where they are in com- 
pliance,” Ambassador Walker said. , 
“It’s a short list” 

The American amb assador also ob- 
served that “both sides are totally out 
of compliance,” but that is not quite 
true. The Kosovo rebels cannot be out 
of compliance, because they were nev- 
er included in the October negoti- 
ations, nor asked to sign any document. 
They were informed about Ambassa- 
dor Holbrooke's talks with .Mr. Mi- 


losevic; they were asked to abide by a 
cease-fire. Their provocations cer- 
tainly are unhelpful and their attacks 
on civilians inexcusable, but they are 
not in violation. The Serbian forces are 
in violation. 

Senator Chuck Hagel, Republican ■ 
of Nebraska, asked Secretary of Stale 
Madeleine Albright on Wednesday 
how serious Serbian violations would 
have to be before NATO responded, 
as it has threatened to do so many 
times. “Well, we are — we have is- 
sued various warnings,” she replied in 
testimony to the Senate Foreign Re- 
lations Committee. “NATO, Secre- 
tary-General Solatia, I believe, did 
again yesterday, and I believe will 
do so again.” 

No doubt he wilL But issuing warn- 
ings is a sad substitute for policy. The 
United States government has been 
issuing warnings since 1992. when 
President George Bush warned Mr. 
Milosevic not to wage war against the 
independence-minded province of 
Kosovo, and the lesson Mr. Milosevic 
has drawn thus far is that he need not 
pay such warnings much mind. 

All this is relevant to those incon- 
clusive talks in France, where the 
Kosovo delegation surprised U.S. me- 
diators by rejecting, until the very 
last minute, their proposed deal. Mrs. 
Albright did well to rescue something 
from the talks , and in coming weeks 
Kosovo officials may (and should) 
sign on to the idea of three years of 
autonomy without independence. But 
it should come as no surprise that some 
Kosovo fighters are reluctant to lay 
down their arms in exchange for a 
promise of NATO and American pro- 
tection. They can see, all around 
them, how much such promises have 
been worth so far. 

—THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Expertise Not for China 


Washington’s past carelessness in 
licensing satellite sales to China may 
have damaged America’s security. 
This week the Clinton adminis tration 
drew die right lessons from its mis- 
takes. It denied Hughes Space and 
Communications approval to sell a 
mobile communications satellite to a 
company closely tied to the Chinese 
military. As the Pentagon reasonably 
feared, the satellite sale could have 
improved the reach of Chinese military 
communications in Asia and helped 
China refine its rocket technology. 
Washington should encourage Amer- 
ican civilian commerce with China. 
But it must tightly control advanced 
military technology. 

China is not a global military rival 
of the United Stales as the Soviet Un- 
ion was during die Gold War. Bat 
Beijing has its own military agenda 
that sometimes conflicts with that of 
the United States. Military cooperation 
with China should not extend to satel- 
lites or the rocket boosters used to lift 
them into orbit. 

Hughes wanted to sell its satellite to 
a private business consortium in Singa- 
pore. But the Pentagon learned that top 
officials of that consortium were 


Chinese military officers working for 
China's own satellite agency. The 
State Department also was uneasy 
about the sale, because Hughes en- 
gineers had tutored Chinese scientists 
in improved rocket launching methods ‘ 
in 1995 in an episode that is now the 
subject of a criminal inquiry. 

The White House invited trouble 
when it put the Commerce Department 
in chaise of Chinese satellite licenses 
in 1996. Next month a new law passed 
over administration opposition will re- 
store licensing authority to the State 
Department. 

But problems with technology 
transfers to China go back much fur- 
ther. Last year a Congressional inquiry 
found that in the past two decades 
China acquired some of America's 
most sensitive militazy secrets, includ- 
ing nuclear weapons designs. 

European companies may now step 
in to sell China what Hughes cannot 
But their technology is less advanced. 
The United States is the world leader in 
satellite telephone communications 
and rocket technology. This expertise 
should not be made available to 
China’s armed forces. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Crackdown in Cuba 


A political leader with the interests 
of his hard-pressed population at heart 
would have made the most of President 
Bill Clinton's recent extension of hu- 
manitarian, personal and cultural con- 
tacts with tne Cuban people. But not 
the Communist dictator Fidel Castro. 

Instead of permitting citizens mod- 
est relief, he tightened the existing 
restrictions on contacts with the United 
States. Given a fresh choice in alternate 
post-CoId War circumstances between 
improving the lot of his people and 
protecting his power, he has again 
chosen the Stalinist way. 

The Clinton offer of January in- 
cluded small steps designed to wiggle 
between on easing of the lonely, long- 
standing American embargo on trade 
and investment and a stiffening. The 
American political debate unfortu- 
nately leaves little room for more. 

Still, the visit to Cuba by Pope John 
Paul n a year earlier had kindled hopes 
that Mr. Castro was now inclined to 
extend certain personal liberties and 
contacts. It seemed possible that he 
could live with these initiatives with- 
out being paralyzed by the thought 
of losing power. 

The hopes were misguided. 

President Clinton made a gesture of 


acknowledgment of the Pope’s crit- 
icism of the embargo as unjust. Mr. 
Castro responded by enacting a “Law 
for the Protection of Cuba’s National 
Independence and Economy.” It 
threatens penalties of 10 or 20 years for 
any Cuban citizen who in the regime’s 
eyes lends himself to die “subversive” 
proposals of the United States. 

This is how Mr. Castro means to 
handle the brave and small but seem- 
ingly irreducible cumber of dissidents, 
including independent journalists who 
do our calling proud 

At face it is strange that Mr. Castro 
should think that the contact proposals 
could contribute to his overthrow. This 
is a man who by combining police rule 
and Cuban nationalism has endured — 
to him his greatest triumph — ev- 
erything the United States could throw 
against him in nearly-40 years. 

But, having survived an invasion 
and many assassination plots, Fidel 
Castro may wonder whether he can 
also survive the belated American ef- 
fort to help construct a civil society of 
□On-Communist social and interest 
groups. The Cuban dictator may know 
better than anyone what his vulner- 
abilities are. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 
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Economic Growth Requires Good Governance 


1/ 


S EOUL — This Friday and Samr 7 
. day, Nobel Prize winners, former 
heads of state, representatives of civil 
society and prominent academics gath- 
er for a 'conference in Seoul on “De- 
mocracy,- Market Economy and De- 
- velopmenL” The goal will be to start 
a long-overdue discussion on the ef- 
fects of governance on economic 
growth.. The reason for the conference 
should be obvious. 

Let us begin with a personal note. 
One of us fought a lifetime for de- 
mocracy before becoming president of 
his country. The other, as president of . 
the World Bank; is committed to the 
fight against poverty. 

As president of Korea, my over- 
riding goal is the political, economic 
and social healtb-Of my country. * 

As president of the World Bank, my 
job is tobelp create a world in which 
there are fewer hungry children, where 
economic, growth is expanded and 
made more stable,- and where devel- 
opment is driven by the people it is 
intended to help. 

What brings us together in this con- 
ference is the shared goal of under- 
standing better what conditions pre- 
cipitate and e nhanc e economic growth. 
We have had opportunity to talk in the 
past year about what happened in East 
Asia, as well as in other pans of the 
world. We talked at length about our 
ideas, and our ambitions, for building a 
global economy open to all people.' 
These discussions have been enor- 
mously fruitful, and we are now trying 
to widen the range of ideas. 

We started with what we got right. 
We have known for years that widely 
shared economic growth depends on a 
range of factors. Gove rnments must 
mate investments in basic health care 


By Kim Dae juag and James. IX. Wolfensohn 


and education within tire context , of 
sound economic policies, strengthened 
infrastructure, safer air and water, and 
modem technologies to convey and 
share knowledge. These principles 
were at the heart of the remarkable 
economic .success that .East. Ajia. 
achieved in the past decades: . 

Multilater al institutions do muefetO, 
support these - programs, by assisting 
governments with ^comprehensive ap-“ 
proach to devefopment,-. generating, 
partnerships and broadening the ex-. ■ 
change of ideas and experiences. ‘ 

But, as we have seen in East Asia m 
the last 1$ months, this is not enough;. 


Effective, accessible 
public institutions are 
a necessary condition 
for stable . growth . 


Development is about more than the 
right policies; even about more than 
good social investments. Develop- 
ment, in short, requires good gov- 
ernance, meaning open, transparent, 
acco untab le public institutions. 

In a market economy, growth, if it is 
to be Lasting, most be regulated -r- not 
ovenegnlated, but guided by public in- 
stitutions and private professional con- 
duct which establish a foundation of 
transparency and fairness in economic 
life. There is no substitute for this trans- 
parency. This means accessible courts, 
effective bankruptcy laws, sound se- 
curities and competition regimes, and 
strong anti-corruption policies. 


We have, thankfully, moved beyond 
stale (Mates about whether govern- 
ment is good or bad for market eco- 
nomies. All agree that effective, ac- 
cessible public institutions are not just 
conducive (6 but a necessary condition, 
'for stable grqwtii. ^ . . 

Governments, therefore, .most con- 
tinue “to reform.' But not just govern-- 
merits* Principles of integrity and ac- 
countability are equally important for 
tiie private sector. The argument that 
dynamic growth requires a sacrifice in. 
transparency and accountability has, at 
long last, been buried. Free markets 
cannot work behind dosed doors. 

Markets will place great pressure oh 
the private sector to reform, A promi- 
nent investment bank, for example, re- 
cently highlighted corporate governance 

as a primary factor in its Investment 
recommendations in East Asia; ted 
Standard and Poors is increasing its fo- 
cus on corporate governance practices 
when issuing debt lutings for corpo- 
rations as well as countries. 

In a world market that pivots on die 
speed and perceived credibility of in- 
formation, journalists must be free to 
uncover market information, both good 
ted bad, and stock' exchanges must be 
able to provide data instantaneously. 
Governments and business must work 
together to ensure that such informa- 
tion is available. 

The Seoul conference -comes at a 
propitious time. First, we have in East 
Asia a unique opportunity to fix the 
problems we know need fixing. This 
window will not be open forever. The 
promising indications of recovery 
we are seeing are a testament : to tire 
hard work of Koreans' and of other 


people throughout the region. But we 
have much more work to do. ■ 
We most not let this opportunity slip, 
nor should wc allow a return to positive 
growth to tempt us into forgetting the 
fondotnental institutional reforms so 
necessary to ensuring good governance 
and transparency. . . . 

* Second, die world is watching what 
we do here. We can set the tone for 
what a future 'global marketplace will 
look like. As world leaders prepare to 
draft a global financial and economic 
architecture, we must step forward and 
insist upon a shared set of principles 
that will provide the ground. rales for 

that marketplace- . _ 

No country can have reforms or 
practices imposed externally. It does 
not work. Korea will differ from India 
which will differ from Australia.- But 
surely we can agree that , transparency 
in financial markets is central; that 
court systems should be open and ac- 
cessible to all people; that credit and 
financial services should be available 
to women. • ' 

The global economy must, in short, 
be open to all people if it is to endure. 
We must have confidence in the in- 
tegrity of markets and the probity of 
those who run them, in both the public 
and private sector. 

Finally, people are demanding 
change. Financial crises are really hu- 
man crises. Politicians can no longer 
ignore The manifest urgency of building 
economic development in parallel with 
an environment of social and human . 
justice. This has profound implications. 

People simply wilL not support a 
world economy which is exclusively 
about growth rates and private capital 
flows. It must be about more than that. 

■International Herald Tribune: 
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Americans Have Not Decided What to Be in the World 


P ARIS — From the mouth of 
Madeleine Albright at Raxn- 
bouillct, the United States 
sounds very tough and deter- 
mined to lead a coalition of 
muscular power. The secretary 
of state more or less took over 
the last round of talks about 
Kosovo, and while the “ul- 
timate deadline” for either 
agreement or NATO bombing 
was put off once more, she did 
seem to force progress toward a 
compromise settlement. - 
To hear leading Republican 
strategists, the Clinton admin- 
istration is going too far out on 
a limb and will not be able to 
sustain congressional and pub- 
lic suppoit for its intervention- 
ist, shape-up-the-world ideas. 

- To hear editors, - academics, 
politicians, Americans are not 
interested in foreign news and 
do not want to be involved in 
foreign quarrels, like Kosovo. 
Parents of American teenagers 
say they worry that interven- 
tionism will lead to sending 
more and more troops abroad 
and to renewal of conscription. 

The signals are completely 
mixed. Fes' the French, the 
United States has become die 
“hyper-power” determined to 
tell everybody else what to do. 
Ironically, France has moved 
from the traditional Gaullist in- 
sistence on independence and 
going its own way as the best 
counter to what it fears as Amer- 
ican hegemony to a new in- 
sistence on multilateralism. It is 
an admission that it takes con- 
scious group pressure to keep 
American power cooperative. 
France can’t block it atoned 


By Flora Lewis 


There is a remarkable gap 
between the role that America 
seems to seek in the world, when 

it talks of leadershi p and a new 
“strategic concept” for NATO 


to meet assorted global chal- 
lenges, and how Ame ricans see 
themselves. The end of the Cold 
War has nett brought any dear 
idea of whar to do now. 

A curious Defease Depart- 
ment announcement indicates 
that some people are hying' to 
think up ways to simplify at- 
titudes once again and mobilize 
patriotic urges. Starting on 
April 5, tbeU.S. Army will take 
applications for a certificate 
stating that- “In -recognition of 
your-servfce during the period 
of the Cold War (Sept 2, 1945, 
to Dec. 26, 1991) in promoting . 
peace and stability for this Na r 
tion, the people of this Nation 
are forever gratefuL” 

From 18 to 22 million mem- 
bers of U.S. armed forces in that 
period and an unestimated num- 
ber of federal civilian employ- 
ees are eligible, the announce- 
ment said, although it foresaw 
that only about a million would 
ask for the document 
The date given starting the 
Cold War immediately after the 
end of World Warn and a brief, ’ 
strangely distorted history of the 
confrontation add to the pe- 
culiar impression. A call to the 
Pentagon's office of public af- 
fairs to ask whose idea this was 
and why it is suddenly proposed 
now produced only increasingly 
irritated repetition of the an- 
nouncement and the charge that 


the questions were “hostile.” 

So the explanation can. only 
be speculative. The armed ser- 
vices are all concerned about a 
lack of recruits that is leaving 
ships shorthanded and units un- 
dermanned, forcing a reduction 
of enlistment standards. 

But the reason is obviously 
□early full employment, not 
lost dreams of glory that a 
certificate might revive. 

There are signs of nostalgia 
for what in fuzzy memory, 
seems to be Cold War unity of 
purpose and support for the mil- 
itary. It is intriguing to wonder 
what the authors of this idea (the 
certificates will he signed by 
Defense Secretary W illiam Co- 


hen) thought . they would 
achieve, but a is evident that the 
Pentagon feels it is losing con- 
nection with civil society. 

The Clinton adminis tration 
has proposed a considerable in- 
crease in military spending over 
the next five years. Right-wing 
Republicans . are de manding 
even mote. But the arguments 
made are a combination of potk- 
barrel benefits for. various con- 
gressional constituencies and 
exotic notions snefa as “cata- 
clysmic terrorism” and stra- 
tegic missile defense, not the 
pay raises and readiness support 
that the oulitaiy really wants. 

There simply is not much 
basis for saying “here is what 
the United States intends todo" 
these days. Or rather there is 


some basis for a whole series of 
contradictory descriptions, 
from imperial diktat to utter 
disinterest Not unless there is 
some huge new challenge, 
much worse than anything on 
the current horizon, are foreign 
affairs and U.S. relations with 
others likely to be a major issue 
in the next election campaign. 

Americans are not all that sure 
about what they want to be and 
what they are prepared to do for 
it Jf the Pentagon’s Cold War 
summary is reflective, the past is 
already a big blur and die present 
is a puzzle. In these circum- 
stances, America's partners can 
have more influence than they 
suppose, if they do know the 
kind of wadd they want to see. 

Flam Lewis. 
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W ASHINGTON — Long 
neglected in American 
governance is the presidential 
demonstration of wide-ranging 
competence. That executive 
reach used to be displayed at the 
once formal news conference. 
Reporters ask some 20 ques- 
tions; the president, who has 
prepared answers for four times 
that many, fields them adroitly. 

To prepare for “question 
tune,” as parliamentarians call 
it, a president’s entire admin- 
istration is forced to make for- 
eign ted domestic policy de- 
cisions. This discipline creates 
agonized; late-night sessions 
throughout the bureaucracy. 
That is the serious business 


Now, Turkey’s Biggest Challenge 


I STANBUL — Abdullah 
Ocalan, leader of the PKK, 
probably never dreamed that 
he would be captured alive by 
the Turkish authorities. He was 
obsessed with his safety. When 
I first interviewed him in 1985 
in the Bekaa, he told me that in 
the event of an ambush he had 
ordered his bodygnazds to kill 
him rather than let him be cap- 
tured by the Turks. 

The ordinary Turk is just as 
surprised. People did not think 
they would ever see the coun- 
try’s most wanted criminal* 
captured alive and being held 
in a Turkish prison. . 

Mr. Ocalan t raumatized 
Turkey for 15 years. He com- 
manded a guerrilla g ro up re- 
sponsible For 30,000 deaths 
and at least 50,000 wounded. 
The monetary cost of this 
struggle has added up to $65 
billion, it has otherwise taken 
a horrific toll on the country 
— millions -of people have 
been uprooted from their vil- 
lage homes, and Turks have 
bad to live with rampant in- 
flation of around 85 percent 
The war has also tom the 
country apart The population 
has been polarized, while hu- 
man rights and democratic 
process have been, in many 
ways, shelved The conflict 
has bred a sense of hopeless- 
ness. and Turkey has been 
weakened both within and 
without its borders. 

Most importantly, PKK ter- 
ror has prevented Turicey from 
tackling die core of the Kurd- 
ish problem; 

With die capture of ‘Mr. 


By Mehmet Ali Birand 

Ocalan, however, we are wit- 
nessing a spectacular change 
of mood ana attitude. After all 
these long years, the country is 


that it might be able tx> solve 
the one problem that has been 
hampering our development 
for so long. There is a new 
self-confidence and exciter 
ment in the air. 

altogether opposS°views on 

how to deal with the problem 
are now coming together. 
There is a widespread reeling 
of a new page being turned in 
Turkish history, of a chance 
for a completely new start. 
Even tire most militant among 
Tuiks, those who held out for 
a total mititaiy solution, are 
now voicing sentiment that it 
is time to change. - • 

The immediate matter on 
everyone's mind is that Mr. 
Ocalan be tried in a mariner 
that will be deemed fair in in- 
ternational circles. Public 
opinion is vezy sensitive on this 
issue. People arc excited about 
being able finally to prove td 
die world that tire old charges 
against Turkey have not been 
true, that despite its many 
shortcomings Turkey operates 
in a just and legal manner. 

The second -challenge- fa- ' 
cing Turkey is how it will 
tackle die Kurdish problem. 

Everyone now seems to un- 
derstand that die task at band 
is to solve the Kurdish prob- 
lem. A general view is that 


even if the capture of Mr. 
Ocalan represents a tremen- 
dous blow for the PKK, it does 
not automatically spell the end 
of the resistance movement 

But it is believed that if the 
country goes into action now it 
will be able to free itself from 
the swamp in which it has been 
stuck for so long. To do this it 
must quickly set into motion a 
number of cultural, social and 
economic reforms and must be 
willing to pass in short order a 
law granting some sort of am- 
tiesty to those living in the 
mountains or wasting in pris- 
ons wife have not been guilty, 
of heinous crimes. The restric- 
tive laws that are part of the 
State of Emergency Act must 
be relaxed. 

It was not long ago that 
m$re discussion of such steps 
provoked long debate. Many 
believed that such actions, 
taken before PKK terror had' 
been brought under control, 
would be asign of weakness 
or capitulation. This attitude 
isnowchanging- 

A broad consensus is form- 
ing. It encompasses die mil- 
itary, political hard-liners, 
members of the press corps 
and even ordinary citizens 
who have lost relatives to 
PKK terror: Turks hope that a 
cleaning of the slate can solve 
die Kurdish problem. This is 
the biggest chahenge .facing 
tihecountry. 

The writer, a Turkish jour- 
nalist and commentator, con- 
tributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 


By William Safire 


of running the country. But 
since he burdened the nation 
with the Lewinsky affair, Mr. 
Clinton has been in relative se- 
clusion; the last formal East 
Room news conference was 10 
months ago. He bad. excuses. 
His lawyers would not let him; 
the press corps would focus on 
the scandal. But because his hi- 
bernation from access coin- 
cided with a rise in his job ap- 
proval rating, die tradition of 
regular questioning has been 
called into question. 

Another useful tool for gov- 
erning well has been all but 
abandoned: the thoughtful* 

speech. Not the houriong State 
of the Union blockbuster that 
touches on everything and deals 
with nothing. Not the four- 
minute radio spot that urges re- 
duced class sizes. 

Missing are the serious ad- 
dresses that get little coverage 
but show thar the administration 
has an economic philosophy or 
an intellectual framework for its 
foreign policy _ 

Whoops! I just used the dread 
“I” word. Bat reviving the na- 
tional radio address, recalling 
FDR’s usage, was my baby back 
ini the campaign of 1968. As the 
press was rolling its eyes at the 
Nixon stomp speech, we astoun- 
ded eggheaded critics with a 
weekly series of substantive. 


20-minute radio speeches. 
Drove ’em batty, having to slog 
through philosophical rumina- 
tion trying to find a lead. 

But such mental ferment and 
internal debate help the man at 
• die top figure out where he wants 
to take the nation. Mr. Clinton, 
the reputed policy woak, is pre- 
gtimably capable of this. 

On Kosovo, Americans do 
not need a nibble about NATO 
solidarity, or four minutes of 
dire warnings about rubbery 
deadlines. We need someone to 
explain which lessons drawn 
from Bosnia apply to Serbia. 

What is our military role in a 
Europe no longer faced with a 
Soviet threat? What does Amer- 
ica expect from NATO outside 
Europe? When does a confirmed 
multiiateralist go it alone? What 
sacrifices in blood and treasure 
are we prepared to make to help 
Palestinians and Kurds and 
Kosovars and African tribes 
achieve — what? Indepen- 
dence? Autonomy? Unity? Are 
all civil wars intolerable? 

Maybe sober analysis would 
be met with a national yawn, or 
comes too late for the present 
White House residents as they 
devise their exeunt strategies. 
But we can hope that future 
presidents will restore the tra- 
ditions of answering and ex- 
plicating thar will help them 
think more deeply and govern 
more effectively. - 

The New York Times. 
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IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEABQ xm 

1899s Swedish Civility chairman of the women’s branch 


PARIS — 1 General Rappe, the 
Swedish Minister- of War, was 
placed under arrest for a curious 
offence. A few days ago, the 
people were astonished at be- 
holding the Minister of War 
.walking in uniform, surmounted 
by a shiny “topper,” instead of 
the regulation cocked .hat and 
feathers. UtKxroscioas of his gro- 
tesque appearance, the general 
walked into the Palace. Not- 
withstanding the Royal smiles, - 
General Rappe was ordered to 
remain under arrest for three 
days for his absent-mindedness. 

= 1924: Female Presence 

PARIS — (The Herald says in an 
Editorial:] There will be 500 
women delegates in the Demo- 
cratic National Convention. To 


i IUS 

suggests the motive of a state- 
ment made by Mrs. Emily Blair, 


<*affman of the women’s branch 
of the Democratic party. “The 
ract that they are women will not 
change the proceedings. Occu- 
pational bias (interest of women 
ui borne affairs) will play no part 
“ the party platform.” Mrs. 
Blair aSds: “These women 
would not have been chosen had 
they not shown the same ability 
as the men.” 

1949: Grip of Tyr anny 

ChuiS?i? jS - j — Winston 
Churchill said that “the ulti- 

nute purpose ” of the move- 

WesKrn Eur °P c 
was the deliverance” of Con- 

J2J5! "held in the 

£? °*. a tyranny more perman- 
than that of 
at the first 
Euro J*an Move- 
5?hJJr" ^urchin addressed 
^efivenmce” part of his 
SSL, 10 rapresentatives of 
Czechoslovakia. Hungary, Po- 
land, Romania and Yugoslavia. 
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Wise Tax Policy Promotes 
Sharing in Good Times 

By Frank Levy and Iris J. Lav’ 

N EW YORK — “A rising ride $90,000 would receive more than 
lifts all boats,” John F. 55 percent of the benefits of this 


li lifts all boats,” John F. 
Kennedy often said, referring to 
the power of economic growth. 
Republicans have often cited his 
words in their recent-push fora 10 
percent across-the-board cut in 
the U.S. income tax. Much to their 
surprise, however, voters have 
been cool to their idea, which has 
been portrayed as a tax cut for the 
rich, and party leaders seem to be 
backing off. 

Why haven’t Americans re- 
sponded to the former president's 
logic? A rising tide is a strong 
metaphor, but an honest econo- 
mist will tell you that growth is 
nor always so beneficent. In Mr. 
Kennedy's time, a lack of formal 
education was no obstacle to get- 
ting a good job. A farm laborer, 
displaced by mechanization, 
could get on a bus to a city and 
find a factory job ar higher pay. 

Today, the economy heavily fa- 
vors the better educated. Now, 
when Technology or trade dis- 
places a semi-skilled worker, ■ 
moving to a good job means get- 
ting the training to become a com- 
puter repairman or a laboratory 
technician — a harder move than 
just getting on a bus. 

In the past two years, very tight 
•labor markets have raised all 
^American workers’ wages. But in 
the past two decades, the labor 
market has changed much faster 
than people have been able to 
change their skills. 

Less educated men and women 
take a double hit: They are the 
workers most hurt by change, and 
they are the parents who must 
make the biggest improvements in 
their children's educations -to 
avoid repeating the cycle. 

Since good rimes do not auto- - 
maiically benefit everyone, win- . 
ners need to use some of their 
extra income to compensate 
losers. If they do not, then more 
people will stop supporting 
policies that encourage growth. 

in practice, this means that tax 
policy should work to soften — 
not reinforce — the distribution of 
Vthe benefits of growth. 

“ The Republican leaders' pro- 
posed tax cut would work in the 
opposite direction. It would in- 
crease income inequality. 

A study conducted by the In- 
stitute on Taxation and Economic 
Policy showed that the 10 percent 
of taxpayers with incomes above ■; 


$90,000 would receive more than 
55 percent of the benefus of this 
across-the-board cut — an aver- 
age of $3,000 a household. 

The three-fifths of taxpayers 
with incomes below, about 
$38,000 would receive a little 
more than 10 percent of the ben- 
efits — an average of $100 a 
household. ; 

And thfen there are the nearly 35 
million households, 27 percent of 
all taxpayers, with incomes too 
low to pay any federal income tax, 
although they pay other federal- 
taxes. So parents supporting two 
children on earnings of less than 
525,000 a year would get no help 
at all from the Republican plan. 

This is not the rime to make 
income inequality worse. Few 
economists believe a large tax cut 
is the best use of. the budget sur- 
plus. But if Congress wants a 
modest tax cut for these prosper- 
ous rimes, it should focus on help- 
ing low-i and moderate-income 
families. No standard strategy — 
a cut in income tax rates, a new 
deduction, a nonrefundabte credit 

— accomplishes this goal. 

If a new plan includes a tax 
credit, it Should provide a refund 
check to families paying- no in- 
come tax, much as the current 
earned income tax credit does. 

President Bill Clinton's pro- 
posal for universal savings ac- 
counts, which would provide sub- 
sidized savings for low- and mod- 
erate-income workers, similar to 
40b (k)': plans, could accomplish 
this goal. ] 

In addition, the tax cm should 
providejfew if any benefits to the 
' 10 percent of taxpayers with the 
highest incomes who have already 
secured the largest gains from the 
strong economy. . 

Continued growth depends on 
maintaining support for markets 

— and building a healthy base for 
the time when the economy is no 
longer stellar. If winners see no 
reason to, compensate losers dur- 
ing the good tunes, free markets 
will lose in the long run — and we 
may all be losers thenj. 


Frank (jevy. an economist at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech - 
nology . isj author of "New Dollars 
and Dreams Iris J. li av is deputy 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


director of the Center, on Budget 
and Polio/ Priorities They con- 
tributed this comment to The New 
.York Times. 


Monitoring Food Aid 

Regarding the editorial "North 
Korean Challenge" (Feb. !6): 

The allegations that food aid is 
diverted to the army and party 
cadres in North Korea are at odds 
with the World Food Program's 
experience in distributing food 
there. The World Food Program 
carefully monitors the distribu- 
tion of its food aid in North Korea, 
both upon arrival in the ports and 
at the institutions through which 
assistance is provided. 

We premise our aid upon ac- 
cess to North Korea's counties for 
monitoring purposes; if we do not 
get access to a county, it does not 
get our food. 

This monitoring has shown that 
our food aid reaches the intended 
beneficiaries: children aged from 
six months to 10 years, pregnant 
women, nursing mothers and hos- 
pital patients. Under our current 
operation, we are feeding about 6 
million people. 

The food commodities we 
provide — "chiefly maize and 
wheat — are of no interest to 
members of the army or ruling 
elite. They prefer rice, and they 
have prime access to it. 

In any humanitarian operation, 
there will be some minor losses or 
diversions, bur it is misleading to 
suggest that in North Korea sig- 
nificant amounts of food are going 
unaccounted for. 

JUDY CHENG-HOPKINS. 

Rome. 


The writer is the World Food 
Program regional director for 
Asia and the Commonwealth of 
Independent States region. 

The Unsettled Mideast 

Regarding “ Turks and Kurds: 
Here Comes a Turbulent New 
Mideast" (Opinion. Feb. 23) by 
Robert D. Kaplan: 

Mr. Kaplan is right that the 
Kurdish problem “life the curtain 
on the 21 sl century in the Middle 
East,” but he does not go far 
enough. The Kurdish question 
could have huge implications for 
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states, 
as well as Turkey. Syria. Iraq and 
IsraeL .« 

A : failure: 'to resolve the' de- 
cades-old demand for Kurdish 
self-determination risks encour- 
aging fundamentalism and sep- 
aratism throughout the region, as 
well as territorial conquests by 
countries anxious to control “ter- 
rorism” and water resources. 

Alas. Mr. Kaplan is wrong in 
suggesting that the Kurdish ques- 
tion may supplant the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. On present form, the Pal- 
estinians. like the Kurds, will still 
be subject to occupation and their 
lands to settlement by their neigh- 
bors. To that must be added the 
threat of economic, and possibly 
political, disruption in the Gulf as 
oil prices continue to stagnate. 

PAMELA ANN SMITH. 

London. 


A Horror Beyond Bearing , 
While Once Crowds Came 


By Brent Staples 


Crime and Punishment 

In response to the report "Ex- 
ecution Goes Ahead in the Phil- 
ippines" (Feb. 6): 

The debate in the Philippines on 
the application of the death pen- 
alty centered* on capital punish- 
ment as a deterrent. No effort 
should be spared to effectively 
punish crime and protect public 
safety, while also rehabilitating 
criminals. There is no need to put 
anyone to death. The increasing 
crime rare is nothing but a mani- 
festation of the breakdown of mor- 
al values. A concerted effort by 
parents, schools, the government, 
religious communities and the 
mass media is needed to recon- 
struct the moifd base of society. 

ROSE CATACUTAN. 

Rome. 

About a Library-Helper 

In Response to "Doing Well by 
Doing Good" (Business! Finance, 
Fch.22): 

The article cites criticism of 
Bill Gates's philanthropy through 
the Gates Learning Foundation, 
which provides for public-access 
computers in libraries. Where 1 
live, library users are charged a 
yearly fee, which entitles them to 
borrow one book at a time and to 
access the Internet. I wish we had 
something like the Gates Learning 
Foundation to criticize. . 

RUBIN KRETCHMAN. 

Kiryat Motzkin. Israel. 


N EW YORK — The family of 
James Byrd Jr. got a measure 
of justice this week when one of the 
i white supremacists who dragged 
Mr. Byra to death behind a pickup 
truck was found guilty of first- 
degree murder in Jasper, Texas. 

Mr. Byrd had been beaten. But 
the prosecution showed that he 
was alive when’ John William 

MEANWHILE 

King and two other men chained 
him to the bumper and raced three 
miles along a logging trail and a 
blacktop road. 

During the dragging, Mr. Byrd 
turned over and over to relieve the 
pain as his flesh was tom away and 
his skeleton was ground up on the 
blacktop. He finally diea a mile 
and a half ouu when the truck took 
a sudden tum and his head and arm 
were severed by a metal culvert. 

These facts are beyond bearing 
for anyone wirh an ounce of hu- 
man feeling. But the salutary’ les- 
son of this case is that what Amer- 
icans deem acceptable can change 
dramatically from one period "to 
the next. Whar virtually everyone 
views as barbaric today was re- 
garded as commonplace and even 
as acceptable enterTainmem a 
half-century ago. 

Lynching, for example, began 
during Reconstruction as a method 
for intimidating former slaves who 
U'ere attempting to vote and ex- 
ercise their human rights. Nearly 
4,000 Americans were lynched 
from 1880 to 1930, according to 
the records center at the Tuskegee 
Institute in Alabama — many of 
tfiem -bunted, tortured, mutilated 
or dragged, like Mr. Byrd. 

I The victims were often affluent 
• men and women who had com- 
peted with and angered the white 
establishment. The main actors 
were usually people like John Wil- 
liam King, aimless young men in 
their teens and 20s. marginal to 
.society, with anger to bum. The 
Woody work they performed was 
often ’attended by crowds who 
came for entertainment. 

The lynchings peaked in 1892. 
when 161 of them took place, or 
nearly one every other day. 
Among the victims that year were 
three young Memphis business- 
men who had apparently gener- 
ated enmity among their white 
competitors. 

At that time the editor of the 


Memphis Negro paper, called 
called Free Speech, was Ida Wells. 
Miss Wells, then 23. protested the 
killings, attributing them to white 
competitors of the black business- 
men. After she spoke out. a white 
mob destroyed the puper’s offices, 
forcing her" to flee. Later, in New 
York, she published her pamphlet 
"Southern Horrors." 

She described the lynchings in 
a documentary style, using the 
words of participants. Of an" 1899 
lynching in Maysville. Kentucky, 
she wrote: "William Coleman 
was burned to death ... .slowly 
roasted, first one foot and then the 
other, and dragged out ... so that 
the torture might be prolonged." 

As the lynching crowds" grew, 
she wrote: "Not only has life been 
taken by mobs in the Just 20 years 
but the ordinary procedure of 
hanging and shooting have been 
improved upon during the last 10 

Nearly 4M00 
Americans were 
lynched from 1880 
to 1930 . 

years. Fifteen human beings have 
been burned ic death in different 
pans of the country by mobs. 
Men. women and children have 
ail gone to see the sight, and all 
have approved the barbarous 
deeds done in the high tight of 
Christianity.” 

Through work like this. Miss 
Wells rallied ami-lynching sen- 
timent. But of lens of thousands of 
lynchers and watchers, only 49 
were indicted and only four sen- 
tenced to jail up to 1930. The 
courts, rhe police and even the 
local clergy adopted an attitude of 
silent acquiescence. 

The only solace in the Jasper 
affair is that a town and a country 
that would once have viewed this 
death as unremarkable have been 
repelled by if. 
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Weimar Dons the Mantle of Europe’s Capital of Culture 

^ _ . — : — ' artistic 



By Richard Covington 

Inh-rnuniHiaf Hcrahl Trihtint 

W EIMAR. Germany — 

Facing off like identical 
twins, a pair of two-story 
houses, crisscrossed with 
latticework trellises, stare across at one 
another in Weimar’s rolling castle park. 
According to Gabriele Gerecke. one of 
the organizers of Weimar as the Euro- 
pean City of Culture for 1999, Goethe’s 
authentic garden house and its re-created 
double are a deconstructionist puzzle. 

How does the aura of the copy differ 
from the original, she mused? As if two 
houses were not enough, the replica also 
contains a virtual-reality simulation of 
the great philosopher’s summer retreat. 

"Visitors can compare the auras of all 
three." quipped Gerecke with a remark- 
ably straight face. 

Trust Weimar, an unlikely European 
cultural mecca on the way to nowhere in 
particular, to conjure a blend of German 
literary classicism and New Age seif- 
reflection served up with a dose of cy- 
ber-tech. 

Weimar lives on its aura. For a town 
with a mere 60,000 inhabitants, there is 
probably more concentration of German 
social, political and cultural history than 
anywhere else in the country. 

Apart from Goethe and his frequenr 
collaborator, the poet and playwright 
Friedrich Schiller. Weimar is the town of 
Bach and Liszt. Luther and Nietzsche, 
both elder and younger Lucas Cranachs 
and Walter Gropius's Bauhaus. 

It is also where the liberal Weimar 
Republic was declared in 1919, yer 
where the Nazis were elected first in 
Germany 13 years later, and soon erec- 
ted the Buchenwald concentration camp, 
10 kilometers (6 miles) outside of 
town. 

It was precisely the town’s madden- 
ingly conflicted legacy that led the Euro- 
pean Union to designate Weimar as cul- 
tural capital, the first in a former Soviet 
bloc country. 

Another compelling reason was that 
1999 is rife with anniversaries for this 
well-preserved baroque town on the 11m 
River. It is the 250to anniversary of 
Goethe's birth in 1749, the 80th year 
since the founding of the Weimar Re- 
ublic. the 50th year since the estab- 
ishmem of the Soviet-controlled Ger- 
man Democratic Republic and the 10th 
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. 

To celebrate its place in the sun of 
European culture, Weimar is throwing a 
yearlong party of art exhibitions, con- 
certs. and dance and theater performanc- 
es by international and German par- 
ticipants. 

Amo 
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ng the classical artists are the 


violinists Anne-Sophie Mutter and Pin- 
chas Zuckermun. Daniel Barenboim and 
Leonard Slatkin separately conducting 
the Berlin Philharmonic, and Yehudi 
Menuhin directing the Warsaw Sym- 
phony. 

Dance groups slated to perform in- 
clude Nacho Duato'sCompania Nacion- 
al de Danza from Madrid, the Hamburg 
Ballet, the Cullberg Ballet from Stock- 
holm. Grupo Corpo from Brazil, whirl- 
ing dervish Sufi dancers from Turkey 
and the Elisa Monte company from New 
York. 

A European Union-Japan festival 
opens April 3 with performances by the 
Tokyo Ballet, taiko drummers and fire- 
works. 

Goethe's "Faust." naturally enough, 
is served up in several adaptations — 
one called *‘F@ust version 3.0" with an 
Internet Mephisiopheles soul-searching 


against a backdrop of music by Peter 
Gabriel and Brian Eno. 

"The Rise and Fall of the Modem' 'is 
one of 20 art exhibitions and blends 
works by Edvard Munch. Wassily Kand- 
insky, Paul Klee and Lyonel Feininger 
— all of whom who lived in or near 
Weimar — with pieces by Monet. Cez- 
anne and Gauguin. 

Confronting a Legacy 

To the city’s credit, the events pro- 
gram is not flinching from Weimar’s 
Nazi and East German past and is stag- 
ing a number of exhibitions and per- 
formances to confront its 20th-centuiy 
legacy of repression. 

In one grim exposition, Schiller’s 
bourgeois home displays period fur- 
niture replicas made by concentration 
camp inmates. The original pieces had 


been placed in storage in case of at- 
tack. 

The latest addition to Weimar culture 
is the Neues Museum, the' first perma- 
nent museum devoted to contemporary 
art in the former East Germany. In- 
augurated in January, rhe Neues Mu- 
seum is housed in a neoclassical pile 
built in 1869 originally to showcase the 
collection of the grand duke of Saxe- 
Weimar- Eisenach. It was the site of the 
first Bauhaus exhibition and later served 
as Nazi headquarters. 

The Cologne an dealer Paul Maenz. 
who earned his reputation searching out 
cutring-edge artists of rhe 1970s and 
1980s, donated his extensive collection 
of 600 paintings, drawings, objects and 
installations. About 100 works will be 
on display at any one time. 

Among the more important pieces are 
enormous canvasses by Anselm Kiefer 


Dm4 suMtmrr 

that attempt to- exorcise the country's 
Nazi past, wry aesthetic meditations by 
Guilio PaolinL minimalis t installa tions 
by Carl Andre and Donald Judd, and 
conceptual works by Joseph Kosuth and 
the English artists known as "Art.& 
Language." Keith Haring’s whimsical 
cartoons, Pipelotti Rist's oversize fur- 
niture and kitschy videos, Jiri Dokupil’s 


sculptures ironically linking museums to 
banks, and Sylvie Fleury's fur-covered 
starship inject a touch of humor into the 


proceedings. 

Maenz intends for the museum and its 
unfamiliar art to stir controversy. 
"These people have not been encour- 
aged to think for themselves, to assert 
their opinions for 70 years." die col- 
lector said. “Perhaps this contemporary 
art in their midst will give them astarting 
point.” 

Weimar could do worse than reviving 


the animated artistic scene ‘that thrived in 
Goethe’s day. Under the generotg pa: 
tronage of Karl August, duke ofSaxe- 
Weimar, and his widowed mother Anna 
Amalia, Goethe turned his house on the 
Frauenplan into an ongoing salon where 
he entertained and was entertained by 
Hegel, Thackeray. Mendelssohn and 
Madame de Stael among other European 
culmral lights. 

“Noble be man. earing and good, 
was his credo and no one better ex- 
emplified it than the polymaths Goethe 
himself, the naturalist, philosopher, poegfc 
and playwright who took time out front 
his day job as privy councillor and from 
.his inexhaustibly eclectic research to 
give scientific instruction to a handful of 
privileged students. 

Under Goethe's guidance, the duke 
acquired a number ot German and Italian 
Renaissance treasures, including works 
by Cranach, purer, Tintoretto and Ver- 
onese now in the castle museum. Paint- 
ings by Caspar David Friedrich. Monet 
and Max Beckmann round out the ec- 
lectic collection. 

A LONG the edge of the castle 
park sits the Liszt House, the 
former gardener's cottage 
where the peripatetic composer re- 
treated for - summer months between 
sojourns in Rome and Budapest. Inside, 
amidst gilt mirrors and plush velvet 
couches, the magisterial virtuoso gaveA 
master classes seated at the Bechstein^ 
grand piano that takes up half rhe 
salon. 

As an antidote to what Liszt dubbed 
the "Wagaerian deluxe" decor of his 
apartment, a gibe at his son-in-law Rich- 
ard's grandiose tastes, the Bauhaus mu- 
seum in the center of town delivers right 
angles, primary colors and pure geo- 
metry. From Gyula Pap's slender 
bronze and silver pitchers to Marcel 
Breuer's signature nesting rabies in 
blue, red, yellow and silver and Oskar 
Schlemmer’s ■ comical costumes that 
made actors look like toy tops, the 
Bauhaus was out to overturn the es- 
' tablished order. Stuffy Weimar reacted 
in kind, driviog Gropius and company 
out in 1925. 

Outside of town, on a hillside with a 
sweeping panorama of unrivaled beauty, 
the Nazis carved out the Buchenwald 
concentration camp, where more than A 
50,000 people died of starvation, torture* 
and induced typhoid experiments. The 
Nobel Prize-winning author Elie Wiesel 
was one inmate who survived: the theo- 
logian Dietrich Bonhoeffer was one who 
did not. 

In- this town so full of the aura of 
genius. Goethe's noble man is forever 
shadowed by the specter of Buchen- 
wald , £ 
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Zen and the Art of Household Maintenance 


MOVIE GUIDE 


By Kaori Shoji . 




OKYO — To young Tokyo 
urbanites "home” used to be a 


T dirty word. It represented all the 
things they wanted to escape 
from: dreariness, cluttered confusion 
and boring housework. The less time 
spent there the better, and people did 
everything they could to avoid it. In 
fact, according to consumer research 
polls, this was largely the reason why 
Japanese put in so much overtime. 

The manufacturers of household 
products sought to rectify the situatioh. 
They released one nifty, time-saving 
electronic gadget after another and dec- 
orated them with pictures of flowers 
and cute animals. 

The idea was that consumers could 
buy into the decor as well as the func- 
tion. and this would ultimately cheer up 
the household. 

Sadly, the ploy only enhanced the 
tastelessness and floral electronics add- 
ed to the long list of all that was wrong 
w ith the Japanese home. Whenever car- 
toon artists drew a depressed housewife 
they drew her alongside an electric 
water pot. patterned with pastel 
flowers. 

Then in 1980, "Mujirushi Ryohin" 
t All Value. No Frills) was launched by 
the Seibu conglomerate in a mighty 
effort to change the urban home. 

"Muji." as it is affectionately 
called, is defined by two things: the 
streamlined simplicity of the individual 
product and the sheer number and di- 
versity of the product range. Eveiy- 
rhing from baby wipes and tricycles to 
flatware and furniture, cosmetics and 
business suits to packaged, precooked 
food is stylishly arranged on plain 
wooden shelves and serenely auditing 
purchase. 

Muji is a retail phenomenon with. a 
mission. When ihey said no frills, they 
meant it. with a vengeance. Not only is 
frivolity nowhere to be seen, but colors 
have also been banished, save for dark 
blues, grays, whites and blacks. 

Its main materials are natural cotton, 
polyester, cedar, paper and aluminum. 
Everything is deliberately inconspicu- 
ous and compact to suit the cramped 
living conditions of the average Tokyo 
apartment. (Two crowning achieve- 
ments are the cardboard chest and the 
canvas fold-quay closet) 

In short. Muji re-educated the Jap- 
anese on what it was like to live with 
Zen. exhorting the harmony between 
stoicism, design and comfort. Muji be- 
came the byword in affordable home 
furnishings, and according to a poll by 
the fashion magazine "Chou Chou.” 
80 percent of Tokyo dwellers under 35 
have bought a Muji product at least 
once. 

Still, just as a Zen diet of miso soup 
and brown rice can start to pall. Muji's 



Very Bad Things 

Directed by Peter Berg. US. 

“Very Bad Things,’ ' written and direct- 
ed by the actor Peter Berg, is about as 
funny as die character who winds up a 
double amputee in its closing scene. And 
dial's the way Berg seems to want it 
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Muji shops , a no-frills retail phenomenon, draw crowds in Japan as though the recession never happened. 


commonsense aesthetics can at limes 
be over the top. 

The fashion critic Seiiehi Kato has 
called it "Stalinesque." He could be 
right. Take the c loth i ng I ine: durable but 
devoid of fine lines or textural decor. 
•The furniture: affordable but overem- 
phasizing the functional. Details such 
as kitchen products and lamps would be 
perfect for a fascist propaganda movie, 
circa 1944. Muji's passion for simpli- 
city seems less designed than dictated, 
and ihe severity of the products often 
alienates first-time consumers.' 

Nevertheless. Muji deserves credit, 
if only 1'or slashing prices and sug- 
gesting an alternative lifestyle. 

This especially applies to’ foodsruffs: 
Muji's experiments in this field have 
been revolutionary. Available in the 
simplest of packages labeled with noth- 
ing more than a terse description of 
what is inside. Muji foods are a wel- 
come change for the consumer who is 
tired of garish packages stamped ail 
over with the manufacturer's logo. 


Here again., its passion for function- 
alism tends to override rhe fun of buy- 
ing. A precooked cuny kit. for ex- 
ample. looks more like neatly packaged 
furniture polish than anything to eat. In 
other cases, the simplicity matches the 
product perfectly. One of its all-time, 
best-selling snacks is the jam sandwich 
cookie, stacked neatly in a vinyl tube 
and retailed at about a dollar per unit. 

A ND no domestic retailer has 
marched with the times like 
Muji. From its inception, pur- 
chases were - put in recycled, un- 
bleached paper bags and organic has 
been the operative word. 

In a time when the Japanese con- 
sumer is not buying anything. Muji 
shops continue to draw crowds as 
though the recession never happened. It 
has also earned an overseas reputation, 
with a total of 10 outlets in Hong Kong. 
London and Paris. 

Giorgio Armani has said that Muji is 
the one shop in Tokyo that he finds 


interesting. The model Kate Moss is 
reputedly a fan of Muji tank tops. And 
the French designer Corinne Sarrut 
stocks up on pajamas there whenever 
she comes to Tokyo. 

Now wirh 250 Muji outlets nation- 
wide selling a total of 3,850 different 
items, it would seem that there is no 
longer an excuse for anyone to buy a 
floral patterned electronic gadget and- 
be depressed. 

Nor so, says the lifestyle commen- 
tator Hiroko Ogiwara: "Though the 
Japanese have learned to appreciate 
and enjoy home life, they have a long 
way to go when it comes to doing tilings 
in style. People will continue to buy 
tasteless home electronics, you can't 
stop them." 

But then, rhe same applies to' Muji* 
Its next project is rumored to be a mail- 
order, DIY kit for a house, complete 
with a detailed instruction manual. 


Kaori Shoji is a writer based in 
Tokyo. 


visiting Las Vegas can behave stupidly, 
Berg creates dull middle-class buddies in 
the throes of a bachelor party. Then he 
watches a little bitty misnap (the strip- 
per's violent death) escalare into big trou- 
ble. It’s hard to know which is more 
clever, the snipper's bare corpse in 
■ stiletto boots (one of the camera's fa- 
vorite reference points) or the sequence 
in which her hacked-up body pans are 
wrapped in plastic and buried in a desert 
grave. Humorous slashings and car ac- 
cidents constitute similar high points in a 
film that is glaringly short on 
"Scream’ ’-style self-mockery to match 
its dopey mayhem. This is not to say that 
Berg s screenplay doesn’t have black 
comic possibilities as it wreaks increas- 
ing havoc among characters obsessed 
with the wedding plans of Kyle (Jon 
Favreau) and Laura (Cameron Diaz). 
Really, there's no reason not to share the 
script’s eagerness to see most of these 
smug or witless individuals wind up 
dead. But Berg's listless direction brings 
■the film so little point of view that it 
doesn’t much matter who lives or dies. 
There’s not even much shock value to the 
story itself, a kind of Dockers-clad ‘ ‘Lord 
of the Flies." Once the five men on the 
Vegas spree wind up with blood all over 
their hotel bathroom, “Very Bad 
Things" mirthfully watches things ger 
worse. It turns out that one of these 
friends is a crazed, boastful loose cannon, 
and that Christian Slater is not exactly 
miscast in this role. (He is also one of rhe 
film’s executive producers.) Forget about 
Diaz, because the movie does. Funny as 
she was in the much sharper-edged black 
comedy "There’s Something About 
Mary," she spends her time here as a 
ninny, worrying about wedding plans 
and eventually bashing the best man with 
a coat stand when he puts the wedding's 
perfection in jeopardy. Letting even Diaz 
turn ugly is a neat trick, but Berg man- 
ages it all too well. (Janet Maslin. NYT) 

Happiness 

Directed by Todd Solondz. U.S. 

The first sly joke in Todd Solondz’s blis- 
tering and brilliant satire of Ozzie and 
Harriet’s American dream is the flagrant 
irony of its title. The name "Happiness" 
may not represent truth in advertising, but 
who would go to see a movie called 
"Rancor, Denial, Spite and Self-Loath- 
ing’ 7 In the excoriatingiy comic second 
offering from the writer and director of 
."Welcome to the Dollhouse." emotions 
such as glee and contentment .are in short 
supply on screen; and the only Joy you’ll 
find is in the name of one of the film’s 
central characters, a loveless 30-year-old 
loser played with gentle melancholy by 
toe wondrous Jane Adams. In the film’s 
first moments, when we first meet Joy 
she has just broken up with a poor 


schlemiel named Andy (Jon Lovitz). For* 
several excruciating, silent moments, 
they stare at each other across toe remains 
of a failed romantic dinner. The exag- 
gerated looks of misery on rhe faces of the 
dumper and toe dumpee somehow man- 
age to be both wrenchingly sad and ri- 
otously funny. When they finally break 
toe awkward silence, the halting, emo- 
tionally naked conversation segues first 
from inconsolable weeping back to com- 
posure, before lurching to bitter, vitu- 
perative abuse. It is an abrupt introduction 
that sets the tone for the rest of toe star- 
tling and daring film, which forces you to 
squirm with discomfort even as it com- 
pels you to laugh. And there is even an 
uplifting element to the sick and twisted 
humor of "Happiness.” whose sarcasm 
bites, but without snideness. Its acidity 
has the tart tang of a lemon sourball 
whose mouth-puckering pungency is 
tempered by its own sweet aftertaste, here 
embodied by the flawed but decent char- 
acter of Joy, who anchors toe film. In 
Solondz's fun-house of horrors, 
wretchedness may swirl around her. but 
she still never loses sight of that elusive 
quality that she is ultimately always 
searching for. (Michael O'Sullivan. WP ) 0 

HurlyBURLY 

Directed by Anthony Drazan. US. 

Hie Hollywood Hills condo in which 
“Hurlyburly" is set is Filled with rotting 
fnnt, dying houseplants, empty cartons 
of junk food. Valium, the residue of old 
coke lines and ashtrays overflowing 
with roaches (not the insect variety). The 
decor of decay and decadence is an apt 
metaphor for the moldering morality of 


decor of decay and decadence is an apt 
metaphor for toe moldering moral i tv of 
ik film-biz striver occupants. Eddie 
(Sean Perm) and Mickey (Kevin 
Spacey) and toeir equally screwed up 
pals Phil (Chazz Palminterij and Artie 
(Garry Shandling). Based on David 
Rabe’s 1984 play about the scum 
washed up in the Tinseltown surf and 
modified by Rabe for this screen ad- 
aptation from director Anthony 
( 4ebrahead } Drazan. "Hurlvburly" 
has lost none of the stage plav's cor- 
rosive humor or blisteringly tragic di- 
mensions. It has also retained, unfor- 
tunateiy, a bit too much of the drama’s 
ttlkmess, although Drazan and Rabe 
nave done wonders to open up the ac- 

nm!r? n °? 501116 of If,e conversation 
out uito toe streets of L.A.. where toe 

SH® 0 ™* 1 * chal by cell phone from 
car . s or driv c front one end of 
toe parking | ot [0 another to avoid walk- 

fn?kv° fe f\- n fairness - toese are the 
. catting agents and struggling 

toev rS rfTT h ° schmooze f °r a living, and 
“ a rown "here tortured 

theSBfSlS 1 * asaCRUTienl - 50 perhaps 
the glib gab-fest is not that unusual. As. 

of '^peccable actors end- 

Sd w !! h * ach olher and abuse 

and pass around their lono-sufferina 

- P™* aSS 

the - v come across 
ost thP^i e - grown ■*** «'ho have 
£ to ^ er f nn l s thai would enable 
SESJ® Utlder ftond each other — and 
emselves. (Michael OSuilhtm. WP) 



1MMHI 

. — 


r 

'4 

i 

V 

I' 


i 1 

. fr- i-- 

P* , * 

i- 

jar. - 

■ * r ■ 

L- 

; . 

1 ' 

. • .■ -a* 

i 

i 

- r "-•••. IX 

i. 

i 

fv 

i 

f . 

i ^ 

if.-* 

i - 
i- 

: t I- 

. : - i 

j 


.. 

- # 

r 

■ •V-.1T* ' 


.. .ttfS" ■ 

. • 


* 

v •.* ■*. 


• i : 


.. :.T 




.. 

-,-y. 


■ - -t 

v ; ; 


... ..sAJMta . 


- - ' ^ 

, 

■ . 



! ’. 
1 - 

-. . 

L»~ 



’caw 

-- ; • • 

, ... .. *4_ 


• •. - ~rx~ ■ 

. 

■ ,-:u ft* . 


.iv 


• • -a 'rrn 

- 

■ ■ »>sJ . 

5* 

' - 

• : > *7 

■_ 

■ jf 


■ - j* *r- 

■- 

WT* 


. i T.m?. 

.. ■ T-'-O-. 


• ■ 

rs * ■ 


• -v - iV** ■ 


■ \ - rm-: 


... 


-a 



“* - •- .1 . 

« .‘a «»; 

’ ■ 

• -v-n* 

.. 

: •'-S'-rjT irf. 


- ST- 

• * ^ 

“ a Svf- 




•- - l -#** m 


- tsujt.-^n 




•••V. 




■ >-:*«#■ 


■■ z. t ^ 

• •'>•«*! 

^ 

•V*. jJG 

• - ■.-*» n 


* 







m: 

m 


~ i 

-j 

i 

m 

m 

-.t 


m 


m 

¥. 















INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1999 


PAGE 9 


v* 


-Jh V 


LEISURE 


til! 


A 


GUIDE 


In Singapore’s Waters, an Island for Pilgrims and Turtles 


By Debra A. Klein 


S INGAPORE — As we chugged 
into Buran Channel’s deep wa- 
ters in Singapore, industrial 
craft from Panama and South 
Korea bobbed in the bright blue-green 
waves. As far as we. could see, com- 
mercial vessels — some long and black, 
others stout and gray — -w ere moored in 
a watery parking lot, awaiting their next 
route across the Strait of Singapore. 

It was our last afternoon in Asia and 
after two weeks touring at break-neck 
speed, my husband and I were finally 
■re ady to get away — from our vacation. 
w(5o we headed for sacred Kusu Island, a 
tiny dot of land about three and a half 
tiles (six kilometers) from the sky- 


tiny 
mile 

scrapers of downtown Singapore, but - a 
rid away from the crowds. 


wo: 


Kusu is one of a handful of almost 60 
islands neighboring Singapore that are 
served by public ferries from the World 
Trade Center Her on Singapore’s south- 
ern tip. The island is holy to Taoists and 
Muslims, who make pilgrimages there 
during die ninth lunar month (usually 
October or November) to leave offerings 
at a Chinese temple and Malay shrine. 

On most other days the tiny island is 
practically deserted, and it is an ideal 
place to unwind for a half day. 

About 20 minutes out of Singapore's 
harbor, a sliver of land came into view. 
The tree trunks of slender Lazarus Island 
lined up in perfect size order, creating an 
islet on the horizon that we could ac- 
tually see straight through. On the near 
side, the water was bright turquoise and 
lapped at the wafer-thin shoreline. The 
beach was a slit of powdery white sand. 

We thought there would be at least a 


few other visitors on the island. But as 
we gazed out toward a shimmer of water 
on a beach across the island, we realized 
we really were the only visitors there. 

From the shore we took a path to the 
sleek Tna Pekong Temple — dedicated 
to the god and goddess of prosperity and 
mercy, and set on a tranquil yellow- 
green lagoon. 

.Giant fan palms framed. the shallow 
water, and set off the dramatic red and 
white footpath and pagoda alongside the 
temple's sloping green roof. Below, two 
cement turtles were marooned in the flat 
lagoon water. They were symbols of 
Kusu. still caUed Turtle Island by locals, 
and reminders of the legends of its past. 

In one version, stranded sailors — one 
Chinese and one' Muslim Malay — are 
rescued by a kind turtle who turns himself 
into Kusu Island to save them from a 
storm. In another, a turtle helps a ship full 


of people, pushing it toward Kusn and out 
of harm’s way. Today, there are two turtle 
ponds on the island to honor those le- 
gends — the large lagoon that runs under 
me Taoist temple, and a small cement 
“tortoise shelter" closer to the shore. 

A SERENE TEMPLE We were the only 
visitors at the Tua Pekong temple, which 
was clean, highly polished and quiet 
except for the rustle of leaves. 

Despite its remote tropical location, 
Tua Pekong still displayed the ornate 
carvings and glittering ceilings of a 
temple in the heart of town. Red banners 
hong behind gold lanterns in airy pa- 
vilions. Qmate dragons raced across the 
ritched roofs. Elaborate offerings 
at the feet of symbolic carved 
bidden on altars in the shadows 
of tile temple’s wings. Bat unlike the 
grimy walled environs of many main- 


pitched 

burned 


land temples, Tua Pekong opened on 
three sides to the tempting sea. 

We meandered through the curved 
green and red doorway to the rear of the 
temple and continued onto the thin path 
and up the stairs to the Muslim kramat, 
or hermit’s shrine, on the hilL 

The bright treehouse-like shrine was, 
like the rest of “our" island, deserted. 
The only signs of life were spent candles 
releasing final smoky wisps into the 
dead, breezeless air. Green Muslim cres- 
cents and stars marked white and yellow 
pillars, but otherwise most of the wails 
and surfaces were bare. A small sign 
explained that, the hill was sacred to 
Muslims, and that it was dedicated to 
Sahed Abdul Rahman, a 19th-century 
Malaysian whose family had myster- 
iously disappeared. 

We walked a loop past odd yellow 
picket-fenced enclosures, and waist-high 


barriers that hid modest altars in a sort of 
inner square. From the shrine we bad a 
clear view to the gray outline of a nearby 
Indonesian island, and over the choppy 
blue waters of the strait. 

We descended the front cement steps 
beneath a red banner of Chinese lettering 
splayed against the yellow sides of the 
shrine. At the bottom, ready for our first 
dip in die water, we followed a trail to the 
beach. 

On our way, we stumbled across the 
tortoise shelter and paused to take a look. 
In a broad cement circle, layers of black- 
green turtles rested on top of each other 
hap h azardly — like pieces of a fields tone 
wall. Across the channel the buildings of 
Singapore seemed to float on tie water. 

Debra A. Klein, who writes for tele- 
vision, wrote this for The New York 
Times. 
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Edinburgh 

Scottish National Portrait Gallery, tel: (131) 
332-2266. open daily. To April 5: “Raeburn's 
Rival: Archibald Starving.”' A portraitist and a 
contemporary of AS an Ramsay and Sir Henry 
Raeburn, Skirving (1743-1819) was active dur- 
ing the Scottish Enlightenment The exhibition 
brings together pastels, miniatures, drawings, 
oils and prints. 

www.eanbingh-gafleries.GO.uk/snpg.htrn 

London 

British Museum, tel: (171) 636-1555, open 
dally. Continuing/ To April 25: "The Golden 
Sword: Sir Stamford Raffles and the East” 
Items collected by the founder of Singapore 
(1781-1826). As the lieutenant governor of 
Java, he gathered a large collection of 
Javanese court art musical Instruments, 
masks and shadow puppets, 

www.british-museim.ac.uk 
National Portrait Gallery, tel: (171) 30&0055, 
open dally. To June 6: “Millais: Portraits." 
Traces the development of the Pre-Raphaelite 
painter's works, including the commissioned 
portraits ol the 1870s and ’80s. 

www.npg.ofg.uk 

Royal Academy of Arts, tel: (171) 300-8000, 
open daily. Continuing/ To April 18: “Monet In 
the 20th Century.” Paintings completed in the 
final decades of the impressionist’s fife, In- 
ducting views of his garden at Gtvemy, at- 
mospheric paintings of London and Venice, as 
well as a group of four large water-lily panels. 
www.myalacademy.oig.uk 

■ »■»»« 

Copenhagen 

Nationabnuseet, tel: 33-13-44-11, dosed 
Mondays. Continuing/ To April 5: “Gods and 
Heroes of the Bronze Age: Europe at the Time 
of Ulysses." More than 200 exhibits collected 
from sites that have preserved traces of the- 
Bronze Age (between 4000 and 3000 B.C.): 
Knossos in Crete and Mycenae In Greece. 
Stonehenge in England as well as the burial 
mounds of Scandinavia. The axhtoltfon will 
travel to Bonn. Paris and Athens. 

www.natmus.dk 

■ _ 

Lille 

Palais das Beaux-Arts, tel: 03-20-06-78-00, 
dosed Mondays. Continuing/ To March 14: 
“Goya: Un Regard Libre." On loan from Eurtv 
pean. American and Mexican collections, 60 
works by the Spanish painter (1746-1828), in- 
cluding religious scenes commissioned by the 
Spanish court and clergy, portraits, still Dies and 
tapestry cartoons. 


Paris 

£r Centre Georges Pompidou, tel: 01 -44-78-1 2-- 
, 4£ 33, closed Tuesdays. Continuing/ To April 26: 

' "David Hockney: Espace/Paysage.” Brings t» 
gether approximately 50 paintings, photographs 
and installations exploring landscapes, a recent 
orientation In the work of the British painter (bom 
1937). The exhibition wIB travel to Bona 
Jeu de Pawn*. tei: 01-47-03-1260, dosed 
Mondays. To April 1 8: “Georges Pompidou etla 
Modemite." Marking the 25th anniversary of the 
death of the former president of France, the 
exhibition attests to his dose relationship to art 
and literature, and surveys the French state's 
commitment to artistic creation since the 1 9SOs. 
The visual art part of toe show Indudes works 
by Nicolas de Steel, Was Klein, Giacometti, 

among others. . „ ^ 

Musee d' Art Modeme de la Vilte de Paris, tel: 
01 -53-67-40-00, dosed Mondays. To April 18: 
“Mark Rothko.” A chfonotopca! presentation of 
the American artist's oeuvre. Starting wm fig- 
urative paintings In the 1930s. and the Sur- 
reatisrrwnfiuenoecl works of the 1 940s, the ex- 
hibition focuses on the targe colorful canvases 
that lead to the somber paintings created Just 
before the painter's death In 1970. 

41 r«»»” 

SteSElFwtkhirt, tel: (69) 60-50-98-0, dosed 
Mondays. To May 2: “Von Meisterhand: Zelch- 
nungen, Partituren und Autographen ausder 
pfemont Morgan Library. New York. On loan 
from the New York collection, more than 100 
drawings by Old Masters, musical scores by 


4 


4 



Rohm HKwrto 

A Washington exhibition ofBauie 
art redefines the act of seeing art. 


Bach, Mozart, Beethoven and John Cage, 
manuscripts and. autographs, and Renais- 
sance illuminations. 

■ ITALY 

Florence 

Uuseo Stlbbert, tel: 055-448-6049, dosed 
Thursdays. Continuing/ To Apn7 30: “TAbito 
per H Corpo, U Corpo per I'Abito: Islam e Oc- 
cidents a Confronto." Mora than 120 costumes 
allow toe comparison between structured Euro- 
pean clothes and the flowing robes of the 
MidcSe East 

Milan 

Palazzo Reate, tab (02) 8691-5738, open daily. 
Continuing/ To March 14: “L'Antma e a Votto." 
An investigation of how art has Interpreted the 
relationship between the mind and toe face, 
from Leonardo's heroic man to Francis Bacon's 
mangled flesh. The exhibition features 300 Itali- 
an and European works of art. 

Venice 

Palazzo Grass*, tel: (041) 522-9875, open 
daily. Continuing/ To May 16: “I Maya." Six 


hundred items trace toe development of toe 
Maya civilization in Central America and Max* 
ico. The exhibition looks at the architecture, 
everyday life and toe importance of maize, 
religious beliefs and rituals, and the Maya con- 
tribution to astronomy and mathematics. 
www.palazzograssi.il 

■ zz 

Hiroshima 

. Hiroshima Prefecture! Museum of Ait, tab 
(221) 8246, dosed Mondays. To March 28: 
“Baccarat, LTEdat de la Lumiere." On loan from 
the Baccarat museum In Paris, approximately 
400 crystal Items dating from the first objects 
created in the 1 830s. Also features 70 perfume 
botties created over the last 1 00 years. 

Osaka 

Idemitsu Museum of Arts, tel: (6) 245-86-11, 
open daily. To March 22: “A Longing for Limp- 
idity." More than 50 works try Chlkuden 
Tanomura (1777-1835). Tanomura developed 
a style inspired by literati paintings ol toe Ming 
and early Qrng dynasties. 

Tokyo 

Setagaya Art Museum, tel: (03) 3415-6011. 
dosed March 8. To March 22: Temperature of 
the Time: Art/Domestic." Introduces more than 
100 works by seven contemporary Japanese 
artists in a variety of forms and media, including 
performance art with emphasis placed not on 
individuality, but rather on the common sens- 
ibility shared by the artists. 

www.setagayaartmuseum.or.jp 

■SWITZERLAND 

Zurich 

Kunsthaus Zurich, tel: (1) 251-6765. dosed 
Mondays. To April 25: “Chagall, Kandinsky, 
Malewitsch und dte Russische Avant garde." 
Documents the artistic upheaval in Russian art 
of the first two decades of this century, which led 
to abstraction. In addition to works by Chagall, 
Kandinsky and MaJevitch, paintings by Lari- 
onov, Rodchenko, Popova and Filonovare also 
on tfispfay. 

■ UNITED STATER ~ 

Washmqton 

National Gallery of Art, tel: (202) 737-4215, 
open daily. To May 31: “John Singer Sargent.” 
A retrospective of more than 1 00 paintings and 
watercoiors. inducting society portraits, earty 
Paris work. Impressionist pain tings and Sar- 
gent's (ate Venetian and Swiss landscape. 
Reared in Europe in an American expatriate 
family, Sargent (1856-1925) left Parts for Lon- 
don in 1884 after his portrait of “Madame X" 
turned out to be the scandal of the Salon, to be 
later claimed by both the British and toe Amer- 
kaos as one of their own. The exhibition will 
travel to Boston. 

www.nga.gov 

National Museum at African Art, tel: (202) 
357-2700, open daily. To May 9: "Baule: African 
Art/Westem Eyes." More than 125 works by 
Baule artists from Ivory Coast The masks, 
statues, fly whisks, jewelry and objects of daily 
use are presented to contrast the ways the 
Baule Intended these pieces to be seen with the 
traditional Western manner of display. 
www.si.edu/nmafa 

CLOSINGSOON 

Americas 

Feb. 28: “Brassai: The Eye of Paris." Museum 
of Fine Arts, Houston. 


Debunking the Myth of Monolith 


By Roger Coliis 

International Herald Tribane 


NOW thyself is the lapidary 
>le of 


K advice bn the temp] 

Apollo at Delphi. In present 
day travel terms, that means 
deciding what kind of traveler you are for 
a particular trip. Travel decisions depend 
on a shifting equation of cost, conveni- 
ence and comfort We travel in different 
modes, different frames of mind, with 
different needs, motivations, priorities 
and prejudices, depending on why we’re 
going and where we’re headed. 

Business travelers are not monolithic 
as the travel trade often assumes. Cor- 
porate travelers have expense accounts, 
but some have deeper pockets than others 
and are subject to travel policies reflecting 
status and company cultures. Individual 
and small-bnsiness travelers, for whom 
travel expenses are their bottom line, have 
different needs and priorities. As do fe- 
male qavekrs who may have their own 
needs, concerns and priorities. 

The lodging industry seems more 
aware than airlines of our diversity, oar 
shifting needs, providing more choice 
and flexibility — recognizing that we 
may not only want to trade up or down 
between deluxe and budget hotels, but 
trading across as well, from serviced 
apartments to small, town-house hotels. 
Major airlines are -reporting lower 
* ' reflecting a downgrading from 
and business class to economy, be- 
cause they’ve got their branding (and 
pricing) out of sync with the emerging 
needs of business travelers: reading what 
they want to read from the self-fulfilling 
findings of consumer surveys. Changes 
will be driven by the traveler. 

□ 

Let the bad rimes roll! Business trav- 
elers can only benefit from calamitous 
financial results by many major airlines 


in the last quarter of 1998. Perhaps we 
are finally moving from a seller’s to a 
buyer’s market. 

European business-class fares have 
not increased for the first time in two 
years as companies tighten control on 
travel budgets, according to the Amer- 
ican Express European Corporate Travel 
Index for the fourth quarter 1998. The 
index compares changes in published 
fares from both ends of 439 city pairs 
within Europe and between major Euro- 
pean cities and destinations in North 
America and Asia. 

Matthew Davis, manager of the pur- 
chasing management group at American 
Express in London, says: “Business 
travelers are not only making fewer 
trips, but downgrading as well. Some 
major carriers report that passenger 

The Frequent Traveler 

numbers have fallen by 10 percent or 
more as companies try to cut down on 
travel expenses." 

But the strength of the U.S. economy 
continues to attract large numbers of 
European travelers — especially from 
Britain — prompting dramatic fare in- 
creases. While they nave leveled off in 
the last q carter, business-class fares have 
risen by a staggering 24 percent over the 
past two years. Business-class fares 
from Britain are 25 to 30 percent higher 
than from cities in Continental Europe:' 

“The growing difference between 
premium and' economy fares — es- 
pecially for long-haul journeys — is 
putting pressure on business travelers to 
move to the back of the cabin,” Davis 
says. “On many routes to North Amer- 
ica, you can save more than 60 percent 
simply by moving from business-class 
to economy on a generally unrestricted 
ticket. On some routes in Europe, you 
can save 15 percent by switching from 
business to. economy — more so in Bri- 


tain than Germany, where there's less 
difference between business and dis- 
counted economy fares.” 

Hotel prices are also falling because of 
reduced demand for business travel, with 
lower occupancy rates in almost all parts 
of the world, according to the index, 
which monitors rates at 839 hotels in 56 
cities around the world. 

In Asia, “deluxe” hotel rates fell by 
14.7 percent from the previous quarter, 
while “first-class” rates fell sharply by 
20 percent over the last eight quarters. 
After a recovery in the third quarter, 
hotel rates in Seoul fell again, contrib- 
uting to a year-to-year drop of 13 per- 
cent, while Tokyo and Beijing had mod- 
est decreases of just over 3 percent. 

Western Europe saw an increase in 
first-class hotel rates of 1 percent com- 
pared with previous increases of 7 per- 
cent over the last eight quarters. Overall, 
tourist-class rates have fallen by 4 per- 
cent in the last two years. Corporate rates 
in Paris have risen by 16 percent and 14 
percent in London in two years. 

Borge EUgaard, vice president, hotel 
relations group, for American Express, 
says: “After several years of sharply 
rising prices, London hotel rates have 
now peaked. For the first tune, hotels in 
London are offering more attractive cor- 
porate deals and last-minute availability. 
We are seeing the slowing of demand 
that produced over-inflated prices.” 

Buoyant demand in North America 
led to increases in deluxe rates of 2.7 
percent and first-class rates of 1.6 per- 
cent per quarter over the last two years, 
totaling 21.9 percent and 13 percenL 

New York is the most expensive city 
for first-class accommodation, with rates 
rising by 15.8 percent over the previous 
quarter. Boston and Toronto rates de- 
creased over the quarter but show yearly 
increases of 1 1.9 percent and 10 percent 
respectively. Washington showed a de- 
crease of 2.8 percent year to year. 


BOOKS 


Feb. 28: “Precious Legacy: Treasures From the 
Jewish Museum in Prague." Powerhouse Mu- 
seum, Sydney. 

Europe 

Feb. 28: "Paint it Red: Chinese Propaganda 
Posters. 1949-1999.” Groninger Museum, 
Groningen, The Netherlands. 

Feb. 28: “The Southern Neighbors: Early 
Ceramics and Bronzes from Vietnam.” Mu- 
seum fur Kunsthandwerk, Frankfurt. 

Feb. 28: Issey Miyake Making Things.” Fond- 
atjon Cartier pour l’ Art Contemporain, Paris. 
Feb. 28: “Catherine toe Great and Gustav III." 
Nattonalmuseum, Stockholm. 


Compiled by Elisabeth Hopkins 
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is Master 
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41 Small-time 
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mystery 
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SOUTHERN CROSS . 

By Patricia Cornwell. 359 pages. 

525.95. Putnam. 

Reviewed by Carolyn See 

P ATRICIA CORNWELL must be a 
cranky little deviL She appears to 
get exasperated at almost everyone who 
walks on two legs. If you walk on four 
legs, that’s another story, but since hu- 
mans generally populate thrillers and 
whodunits, and those are what Cornwell 
writes, she has been giving her crabby, 
slightly paranoiac view full sway. 

The author is best known for hex string 
of best-sellers featuring Kay Scaipeoa, 
medical examiner, who is generally seen 
as alone and up against a bumbling, 
beefy, burly, transcenden tally mean- 
spirited polios force — not to mention 
the c riminals involved. 

Scarpetta proceeds from a position Of 
nobody liking her. everybody being out to 
get her, but becanse of her vast knowledge 
of criminals and bow to find clues from 
dead bodies, she always wins the day. 

Here we have another almost-] one 
woman. Police Chief Judy Hammer, who 
has been brought into the city of Rich- 
mond, Virginia, to destroy civil corrup- 
tion and crush crime. Once again a Cora- 
well heroine is on her own against the 
crowd, except that this time she has 
brought two associates with her. Deputy 
Chief Virginia West and a rookie. Andy 
BraziL Virginia and Andy are in love with 


each other but too confused to know it; 
they provide the romantic subplot in what 
is presented here as a police comedy. 

The Kay Scarpetta novels .were 
gloomy, paranoid and proud of it. In a 
world peopled by corpses, perpetrators 
and often crooked cops, there was not 
much to joke abouL Scarpetta’s corpses 
bad been around the block and were as 
beat up and shredded as if they had spent 
300 pages in a Bret Easton Ellis novel. 
But now Cornwell has lightened up. It 
makes for an unsettling read. 

She paints Richmond as a terminally 
flaky outpost of the tobacco industry, 
rampant racism and more than ordinarily 
hateful adolescents. She gives us char- 
acters like a redneck bozo named Butner 
Fluck IV, who even into middle age is 
still unable to cope with the way people 
mispronounce his name. 4 

There is also a nascent adolescent 
gang, headed by Smoke, -a sociopathic 
killer, and Divinity, his slutty girlfriend. 
This unholy pair is in the process of 
recruiting Weed, a sweet black guy, who 
is a freshman at the local high school, a 
talented artist and brilliant computer nerd 
who, despite these advantages, finds 
himself slipping'into a life of crime. 

Comedy is tricky, especially when 
you are reading it in a book. Again and 
again, characters in “Southern Cross” 
fail down laughing, get teart in their eyes 
from laughing at themselves, and this 
reader, at least, is unable to get it 

Cornwell creates many meetings of the 


police department where dumb cops mis- 
understand things, mispronounce words 
and are unable to get things done. It’s 
supposed to he funny, and maybe it is. 

Hammer and her assistants sent here 
to crush crime are unable to get the 
police computer up and running. An 
extremely tiresome woman goes around 
talking in broken English. A statue of 
Jeffeison Davis in an aristocratic part of 
one of Richmond's cemeteries gets 
painted to look like a black basketball 
player. Funny? I guess so. Burner Fluck 
IV, poor old Bubba, goes out hunting 
with a friend who scares him with a 
rubber rattlesnake. Somebody out there 
has to be laughing. 

The only sympathetic characters here 

— outside of Weed, the timid black kid 

— are Popeye, Chief Hammer’s dog, 
who “could not imagine her owner be- 
ing married to a lazy, independently 
wealthy, fat, whiny slob who did nothing 
but eat, work in his garden and watch 
television,” and Niles, the deputy 
chief’s cat, who knows how to operate 
the computer speed dial to get in touch 
with her owner's boyfriend — against 
her wishes. This makes for a strange 
world view that seems a little anti-hu- 
man to me, whether “Southern Cross” 
is supposed to be a comedy or not. But 
whatever I think of it, if it makes you 
laugh, it wifi have done its job. 

Carolyn See reviews books for The 
Washington Post. 
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By Alan Truscott 

T HE expert bridge player 
studies the discards with 
great care, and can read subtle 
messages. A remarkable ex- 
ample is the diagramed deal 
played in December at- the 
Town Club in New York. The 
game was imps for a cash 
stake, which is popular with 
many experts. . 

South was Ira Rubin, one 
of the world’s great players, 
and he chose to open one 
no- tramp rather than one 


8 poi 

and his partner should have 
raised simply to six no-tramp- 
Tbat would have matched the 
result in the replay, where the 
South player, Fred Chang, ex- 
ecuted the correct safety play 
by cashing the spade ace 
quickly with die intention of 
leading later toward the jack. 

But North was suffering 
from a fit of optimism and bid 


four clubs, a Gerber inquiry 
for aces, followed by seven 
no-trump. Now South could 
not afford any safety plays. 
When the heart jack was Jed 
be won with the ace and 
planned to test the distribu- 
tion in the hope of gaining 
clues to the spade situation. 

His first move was to play 
the king and queen of clubs, 
followed by a club to the ace. 
West discarded the diamond 
deuce without the slightest 

. NORTH 
♦ A J3 
<?- 
0 Q6 

*7 


WEST 
♦ 10 7 6 2 
V 9 
09 

*- 


EAST 

£Q 

<78 

* 10 7 5 


SOUTH 
* K986 
9 — 
bKJ 

*- 


hesitation. South drew a 
subtle inference. It would be 
most unsafe for West to dis- 
card from a four-card hold- 
ing, which would often give 
away a trick. And if West 
began with five diamonds he 
would probably take a few 
seconds to consider the pos- 
sibility that South also held 
five, in which case a discard 
would again give away a 
trick. 

South concluded that West 
probably began with exactly 
three diamonds, and therefore 
staned with eight cards in the 
major suits. These were likely 
to be divided four-four, since 
a five-card suit would have 
provided a safe discard. 

The heart queen was 
cashed, and a diamond was led 
to the ace. West contributing 
the eight A spade was thrown 
on the heart king, leaving the 
position shown at left. 

Rubin needed four spade 
tricks. If East held a singleton 
it had to be an honor, and a 


reo would not help 
forlack of an extra entry to the 
South hand So he cashed 
dummy’s ace, collecting the 
miraculous queen, and used 
his diamond entries to finesse 
against the ten and make the 
grand slant He thinks this is 
Ac best hand he ever played. 

NORTH 
♦ A J 3 
0 KflS • 

0AQ6 

*KQ72 

WEST EAST 

4 20 7 6 2 4 Q 

PJ1093 .P8742 

0992 C 10754 

*106 AJ843 

' SOUTH (D) 

4 K 9 8 6 4 
AQ 
0 K J3 
A A 95 

Both sides were vulnerable, rtie . 


bidding: 



South West 

North 

East 

1 N.T. PUSS 

4 + 

Pass 

4 A Pass 

Pass Pass 

7 NT. 

Pass 


West led the heart jock. 
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FOR EUROPE +44 171 510 5748 
TC? FOR THE AMERICAS 1J00572 7212 
FOR ASIA 




RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE 


U.S.A. 



FRANCE 


SPAIN 



EXCEPTIONAL EQUESTRIAN PROPERTY 

470 sqjn. MANOR HOUSE plus 210 sq.m, large reception, 
Caretakers cotfage, hdoor ricfing ring, stabfcs, swimming pool ' 
50 acres paddocks, woods, park. Perfect wncftion. FF 7.5 mlfen. 
One hour Biarritz - 30 mins Pau airport 
Tel: *33(0)5 59 6788 83 -Fax: +33 (0)5 59 67 78 37 


AUCTION SALE 

in Chambre des Noutires of PARIS 
on Tuesday March 30“. 1999. or 5 p.m. 


EXCEPTIONAL LOCATION - facing ILE DU LEVANT 


HOTEL-RESTAURANT - BUILDING COMPLEX 

situated directly on the shore 

LE RAYOL CAN ADEL ( 83). av„ des Am^ricains - Royoi beach 
46 ROOMS each with balcony or terrace cm sea 
6 ROOMS oo street, independonr VILLA 


S I \R I INC, PKIC'K: IT 0.5 


For information please contact: 

Maltrc R. BOURGES. notary in Paris - Tel: +33 (0)1 44 90 14 14 
Maine G.GUIGNAND, notary in DUNI^RES (43) 



USA General 


Holland 


MEADGWOOD FARII IflO aaw historic 
tarn house & hams ajoHng 850 acre 
state pert near N. Salem N? heated 1 
rife Horn MM. 60 rites to NYC cfcse to 
en«ra*h CT and Manx*. NY. tea) 
. tor horse lam estate or oomedton cen- 
ter. S1.BU E-mri: otwOctn»ttfCMI 
ret 561-6550100 USA 


No I in Hotond 

tor (song finished houwsfflate 
T* 31-20-6448751 Fax: 31-2M46S909 
Nhoven 16-21, 1063 Am AmaMaoi 



Ireland 


WEST CLARE Bungalow & l a rmto w 
nea baaeft go*, tefea. Beatahi Cw 
tryskfe. Weal tor touring Reasonable 
trees. FH: +35 3 68 90 » 135 



Poland 


GREAT BRITAIN 


(* <• M I IONS* 


PRIVATE ISLAND 
Belize, Western Caribbean 
Ten acre island co mp rising 5 landscaped 
acres and 5 aacs of woodbod dedicated 
B&&W MM V. Rescrre. 

Housing complex with 5 bedroom 
suites, kitchen. tfcnkig pavilion. Staff 
quarters. Marine and beach erp ap tna v . 
Potowjal use as a private home or an 
exclusive resort 
For further derails owner. 

Joka German, Chittuas Danfd Smith 
45 Berkeley Square, London WfX 5 DB 
Tel: 44(0) 17] 408 1010 
feu 44 (0)171 6293263 ' 

_ E-mail: bouses .b-sq@duttons.cum _ 


TUSCAHY - Couay seal, completely re- 
stored in old style, usfag new tednaro® , 
15 min away from sea. port and ml 
course. Deluxe bouse in best locution, 
about 240 sq.ui king space and 260 
sun. outsfcfe area (needs to be maln- 
laJned). 20 ha foresi. vineyard, oire 
gnm pkis trees, meadows art imposing 
archway. For sals (mm private owns. 
USSfM. Pic county sore wtai 3 apart-* 
mens, a 400 sqm. 2 houses, 30000 
sqm property. US$1 ML Contact: Bely, 
ta 00350456303831 Tet 6337007 


incredible PH buffi to perfection 
offers privileged buyer oppty to live, 
work: & entertain 1 1200 sf LR, library 
w/WBF. cfiefs eat-in KIT, formal Dfl, 

4 BRs, 6.5 Whs. den PLUS 4000 SF 
in private terraces off 1700 SF 
ccrTferancc/media center! Wired tor i 
corporate use. For Sato or Lease. 


KRAKOW, triurished 2 room si, 
uxfem taotion. coroam KL tag 
Tffifec +44 (0) 181 742 1191 
Errol: Tezzap4conpuserve.com 


GENEVA LUXURY FlffllASnEO epail- 
mmts. fem suS» to 4 bednoms: Tte 
+41 22 735 6320 Fax +41 22 736 2671 


H. Lndntidt 212 - 365-6008 

Douglas Elliman 


www.aifimzn.cnm 


FLORStCKURO 176,000. Dual cen- 
tral taafioo, 2-bed 65 sqm BaL Aby, 
new rioter. ad (tow rite BL T* +99 
(0} 347 836 1806- MriQOtGtopfeJ 


Real Estate 
for Sale 


London 


SL0ANE SO, Defgfttfol 2 bed. 2 bath 
apartmea Large drawing room, aparate 
tWng ana careiatar. storanoqi Pifwaae 
garden G540 Nl Tet 0171 731 0288 


"LAGOON* 

CORPORATE reSOENTOL 
OCEANFRONT RETREAT 
JUPnER RUNO, FlOfBOA 
30 WES NORTH OF PAUI BEACH 
One at-a kind mayftgrt fire button, 
eh bath raskfcnce bu* aroint a pool 
boom wkh cascadhg coral stone wriar- 
Cak and eredc ptrts. A tariff level bar 
and bobaque area at poohde Is perfect 
tor casual or elegant enlertaiang. 
This 12.000 toot plus tone can earn 
accomodate up-b three adffihonai 
bedrooms I needed. White or cal tar M 
cctor bocfuB to Lorn! Shale. Fenton 
A Lana Inc, P.0. Box 67, Noba 
Soaid.FL 334JK, USA. 1-581 -546-2381, 
toste: Bp a entonanaangcom 


''tnth'2* 


NYC-57th STREET PENTHOUSE 400 
eq.fL.znaq.IL terrace nth Sooth, 
East & West views. Noting Rrepbco, 
wagtettyn. dshwaster. efscMc 
tnduded. Aatonq SSOftro. Brata-teaw 
message. 212-OW571 USA 


Affcmtabta Huhattu Lodgings, NYC. . 
Short stay bxwy apartments, superiw ' 


B & B registry, many tocattons. / 
Tet 212577-7816 Fat 212-2539295. V 


Tet 212577-7816 fee 212-2535255. 
MWjnanhattartodMj&com 


Real Estate Investments ' 


Mexico 


FLORDA LAW SALE 
Free Info on waterfront, goB, sirafe 
family, canal A investment lots. Wide 
selection some wtti owner financing. 
Prices bom IBSiSOOUSSisaMO. 
FLORIDA fLE CONKHTRON 
Fbe 505587-6722 USA 
Mat bemwWmadframtJOBi 


ACAPULCOLasBriusfttLpoatBag- 
nfiwrt wms of tie bay S350K E+nat 
owOtionceniitneL- Tel 1-5615555100 


Morocco 


MAGNIFICENT PALACEffttAD- In the 
Medina in Uarraketii. Near the 
Manana HosptaL Megl for an exclu- 
sive hotflt Approximately 9,500 sqm. 
Far. USA (212) 625-9066 or E-mat 
mmfltootnuxm 


NYOGieentich Wage Excksne 

LOFTLESS M NEW YORK? 
This 5300 sf lofl to Greenwldi features 
CorMNan enfumns. 14' ceilng tegfte. 
central air confltoning, a p i cte si o na l 
ktehen. bifeaids area, dressing room, 
sauna. Jacuzzi, sense, office & butty 
room. A master bedroom sate mth 
master baths 3 adfitonal bedrooms £ 
3 bs0B. The AbsoUe LofB 

Barbara Sversky 212-891-7622 


NYC FURNISHED APARTMENTS. 1 j 1 

wash to 1 year. Gres Locators- Cal . ' 
RadOiqtt 212-4465223, Fax: 21 2- # / 

448-9226 E-Mat aUnneteoeadisai : f 


Real Estate Wanted/Exchange \ 


SUPERB ESTATES WANTED 

For sab /ran dreedy by toe omar 


DOUGLAS ELiiMAN 


Scandhaviai ctxpor at io fB & : 

irttvUual darts are looting abroad i 


WUA N PRHE RESOBfTIAL / com- 
mercial (fistrid-of downtown Cairo. 380 
sqm., suitable hr consume, residential 
u coqnrato headiyartera Prntiats cn- 
IY. Phase enact Grata Tet ++1 416 
488 7397 


Panama 


French Alps 


PANAMA PACIFIC OCEAN. BeautW 
wpical Hand 15B acres (TtK) Good in- 
vastmeol lor Resort/Prtvate use. Owner 
asbig Si, 550,000. Free maps S docu- 
mentation. M. Mancioh. FL USA PYl 
1-305-2936804 Fax 1-3056936674 



ReAl jFsTate In And ArOit/Vd P. 


NEHBEL LES AUJJES - BY OWNER 
Sbaihnm chaw, 3 levels, rmurficas 
view. FF 62M. TM: +33 ffl)1 4788 5758 
Far +33 (0)1 4116 0956 


Scotland 


BEAUTIFUL SARASOTA. Magnfflcart 
■alertw estate. Total privacy, Mai 
kray. Farms setteefs persmaly to 
signed reheat on 5i butacapol acres. 
Private deepwffler Met, marina baste, 
docks. Fantasy pool and every cancel- 
aUe buy. CmpWe gated and wided 
senrty just mimes from dropping, to 
tonL educafarai and reoeateral oppu- 
tuttes- Separate 3/3 guest house, sM 
quarters, outbuildings. S5.5 Mrlfion. 
Camiere teformalloa 941-365-1025, or 
wrte: Anderson Group, 777 So. Palm 
Aw, Sarasota. FL 34238. 


' Preferably splendid locations n the 
French / Swiss Atas S on toe 

MetBenanaan ooasL Short dsttce kom 
an tatanadonal airport Is requred, 

' Vteeyanfe & other busteessec Uto tor 
turn key opuations or lorn torn 
towstoiens are afco conadered. 


Please sUxnt a short prestoaSorr of 

you real esttoe or busteess, & a 


prelmjroiy 1st ndtong yax basic 
to nands Photos I other essential 
duals are retpilred. 


French Provinces 


PARIS 15th 

Oose Maine and Square Saint Lambert 


Nw building - High class fittings. Large 5-room duplex with terraces, 
vast living with high ceiling. Parental suite, 2 bedrooms, study. 


FF 4,565,000 including double parking. 

Ready at the end of the year 2000 
Call +33 (0)1 45 38 45 06 


Paris Area Furnished 


Paris Area Unfurnished 


AfiENCE CHAMPS ELYSEES 


Furnished apamtette. 3 mortars or inn 
to urtumMed. resktanu areas. 


EXCEPTIONAL - PARIS 8th 
PLACE SAWT AUGUST**, 190 sqm., 
" ' class. 4th floor, 3 bedroom, 
FF19J00 per mortal 


PROYB1CE, VASON LA R0MA1NE, 
fwo exqutate kmnhnses, sarth facing, 
etegert restnaUon, pslos, tenacee. Price 
FF 1,950,000. Gigondas hnmoblier. 
Pleeu ml tt Rawn +33 (0)4 90668659 


GOLFING M CARNOUSTIE SCOTLAND 
Beaulty furnished knuy apwtmeit of- 
fetteg sureto tow ol d am pinrty gal 
course and ovartookfng North See and 
Rhw Tay ro a Andrew. Cpnprfsng 
hat bunge. Idtoen, 2 double bednares 
8 bathroom wflh shower. Ga^e 8 all 
street patinq Ofere over £70,000 For 
Hnntton dbase cd +441 382 200301 
legem) or tax ++44 1 382 200098 attn 
Mr. T. Buns. 


JUPITER, FL, PaiaUal 6 bedroom + 5 
1 1t hath Utofiferraruan Style Custom 
Hwivb, Gourmet tttfcoi. FtoitoUB pool 
and patio area. Dock for 50 1 yachL 


52.1 M. Mustrated Properties. Judy 
Moore (561)743-1211. Fax: (561)743 
3031, Emat MiTOemtedspringcom 


Any proceedings with our dents are 
ppated by legal assistance I rmteed. 
Credentials from any ptoemial cfrenl 

wotod be sutntaud ipon requesL 


TOULOUSE EXCEPTIONAL 3 apat- 
mnrts in 18th coi tatadteg on boa fried 
square. 300 sqm. Togetoar FF2A n or 
sokl sqparartefy. +33 p)5 0218 6180 


“ PIERRE BATON — 

CONSULTANTS 
High chss ml csrac spccralig sue 195$ 

PRESENTS: 


An eAcepowul top now 
opsone-at. in die 16th near 
Bws. opm view from 7th flow. 
135 sqjiL -f- 60 sam. terrace 


135 sqjn. + 60 jam. terrace 

large Iri-fng. chntung. 

2 bedrooms, 2 bate. 
Numerous loxurious fimuga. 
FuO ‘Secothy buMng 
Justified high price. 


For iohnaaiiM aW cmplcu HScctma 
Tel: +33 (0)1 47 04 55 S5 
F**: +33 |0)l 47 04 23 00 


BB) A BREAKFAST & FAH.Y HOME 
**h to nthout restaurant. Fac +33 
(0)4.42 ZB B7 37 



HAflBOUH WATCH-TARPON SPRINGS, 
FLORIDA Exctestve watorfrort comnutay 
on florida's SUN COAST. Homes start 
et S3QOOOO to Si n«on plus. Homestes 
bom S60000 to 82500X1 7275455171 
www.hartxxiwa)ciLcan 


Please write hi strict confktence to: 
CWstfania Estate Serrlce 
Pnc +47 22 62 07 30 
fr«S: troeeWiaieiajo 


T u 
""n"Tw 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Paris and Suburbs 


NARA6 EXCEPTIONAL LOFT-HOUSE. 
300 SQJL on very qua cnuiyard tadng 


MAMAISON 


south. Large hvtnq. kitchen, laundry 
room. 2 bedrooms. 2 bates, study, toss- 
ing Indoor healed swimming pool 
Equipped: video / air oondfonnnq Pri- 
vate terrace 15 sqm, parting. Bute 1997 
FF 9.5 M. roaraspanstahobnalcam 
+33 (0)6 0705 0421 Rb f0)1 4277 1021 


SpeoaSs et Rne QuaBf 
fWSud Homs ttmughout Paris 
Til/ Foe +33 (Q)1 « 48 88 50 
Dfreet +33 (0)1 45 29 26 08 


NEUILLY - Betvreen Bate A metro, 
7 rooms, 150 sqa, parquet, eqtiteped 
ttchen. majlOO net Mred$ room poa- 

tabta. Teh +33 (Q6 09 25 22 88. 


French ftviera 


6th, 20 Meter Luxembourg garden, 
feasant Calm. dear. Newly renovated 
58 sqm. BaL Td +33 (0)1 4222 2B89 


OWNER SELLS 80 SQJL APAHTNEKT 
on CANfES HUS. Wonderful view. 
FF1.100000 (BJROS 167.00Q T* +33 
P)4 S3« 7975, +33 (0)5 1152 1953 


Atteutre pnpate, nertookteg views 
l to 5 bettaxres, tram SF1 2HWI00L 
REVACSJL 

52. HMMW CH-T211 OQt EVA 2 
TM 4122734 15 40 Fax 734 12 20 


French Riviera 


PAhiS®W YORK - Ren « exchange 
against equivalent OtXslandku apart- 
ment hr central Pare. Marto&Hfay. 
fetynta panoramic vims, 1.GOO sqa 
W. Oh floor, modem txASng 900 sxaJL 
1st \max m gawtag 1,600 sqJt roof 
tarraca, Jbedrooms, 3 bedrooms, Ivteg 
room, dhteg^rea. known, snxflo tor 

£5' SAW 45 87 36 59. 
Fax: (ffli 43 36 00 83. 


PROVOKE. NICE export ihr. Spacious, 
prttane awexe. Sleeps 274. io acres 
paacefU. panoramic haven. FFisOffwk. 
FHOOOftno. TalfFax +33 (Q)4 9470 4323. 


9? EENWC H VILLAGE 
APAHITiJENT- Charming » bedroom, 
Mcfr wtas . anbquB tifTtenhKB hr 
roitoaraae home hi Paris, Ftxne MedL 
t8nai8aM,T, aJ qoycOaan/Snk.na 


AT HOE H PARS 


8th ETOJLE 

ELEGANT 100 SOiL DUPLEX 
Bm 6 9tn Boor. NglT cfagi butiteg, 
50 sjm terrace + tatanes Vtow Paris 
FF2, 700000. Tel +33 (0)1 4727 8424 


PARIS PROMO 
Apatments to rent funtehed or noL 
Sates A Property Uanagemere Services. 
25 Av Hodie 7S008 Paris Fx 01 456! 1020 


SAHT-PAULOE-VENCE new VILA 300 
sqmKBOO sqm. aghnOquIuan Fax l B 
617-538-5225 wwwagknmbierjiton 


HOLIDAYS 


Td: 433 (0)1 45 63 25 GO 


THE INTERMARKET 
Continues 
on Page 18 


HOTELS 


3 g.fflUJkAj;y.inj 


Paris end Suburbs 


ST GERMAIN DES PRES 

O n garden. Stti tow. TBO sqm. 5 roans, 
i bathroom. 2 shower rooms. 2 maids’ 
roomi esters, gating, garage. FF5J M. 
Visi SaL Frt 27th. 133 tn St Genraln 
Pans 7Bi nanrtpm +33 ffli 30814624 


11th BASTILLE, PENTVIOUSE FLAT 
Spaoous layout on 2 levels, open view. 
southhurUi exposure, all contorts. 70 
sqm. FFl.SU Tel: +33 (QT 44 68 91 B4 


m VICTOR HUGO I LONGCHAKP 
330 SG.M. VERY HIGH CLASS. 
FF 8.900.000. TeL +33 (0)6 60 75 58 08 


PARS 16th. Avenue Georges MandeL 
Fwmshed apartment to rert. Oeautthd 
area, tunny 180 aqm 2 bedrooms, bate- 
rooms, big bing room Air conUoned. 
SMOQtaonta. Gaft +33 fffll 4722 2188. 


LKOB, SMALL GREBC Dram Wind. 
Dodecanese. Rum May to October. 
Hate, apartmares « vtaas. Lama terrac- 
es, panocartc see vfew Ft*r egujppad. 
top Ctass. Tet +32 3 238 S71B fec+32 
3 216 36 72. 


LES 


BORIES 

Special Valentine dinner concert 
Proveaoe. Catere and “savo ir ri+re^ 


8th, GEORGE V VERY HIGH CLASS 
70 sq.m. apartment with balcony 

FRL 700,000 Tet +33 (0)6 60 75 58 08 


CLOSE LOUVRE, funshed & equipped 
staffio. spates Salta term Owner 
Tet +33 (0IM2S63S67. tax (0)142614724 


DINING OUT 




ST GERUAH DES PRES On garden, 
ten Door. 160 sqm 5 rooms, 1 bail- 
room. 2 shower room,. 2 trays' rooms, 
cetera, perimg. garage. FF53 tt Vis# 
SaL Ftt 27th, 193 ba St Germain Pars 
Tin llaivEpni *33 (Oil 30614624 


PARIS 7th, on CHAMPS DE MARS. 
treotonB. 300 sqm. 4-takttxn, maids' 
rooms. FFl2J30a0flG (0)6 03 34 06 87 


PARS - Sated* turashed apatments. 
fines batons Weetyutty. fee +33 
B))1 4056 Sin. wwwftrisPratjgBjqm 


Route de 1'abbaye de Sdntmque 
84220 Gondea en Provence 
Tel +33(0)4 90 72 00 31 
Fax +33(0)4 90 72 01 22 
E-mail ; les bones @aoLcOm 


Paris Area Unfurnished 


Holidays and Travel 


Paris Area Furnished 


- EXCEPTIONAL - 


• U Motto, 263 Stjm 1 400 Sqm 
Oanlea FF11300fm 
- len. Pfaoe (tai Etata IM), 330 sqm 

FFliCKKLOOO. 

ETAT PABB TM +83 (5)1 55 73 02 08 


Embassy Service 

YOUR REAL ESTATE 
AGENT IN PARIS 


mPUWEUONCEAU 

Freestone butitog. 


PASS 6th - NEAP LUXEMBOURG 
BeaulW freestone txAfing ■ 160 sq m 
. double recepm 3 bedrooms. 2 bafts 
Open new Bud? fee Gache +33 ffll 
4222 7063 e-mai: nvgauchefisoomJr 


TdM 33 ® 147 ilL 3 (L 05 

Fax +33 (tqi 47 20 34 04 


Newly redone martnens. 

- 4 rooms, 114 stjtt FF11 ,500 + Chagas 
■ 5 rooms, 146 sqnt FFJ5.750 ♦ daps 

- 6 moms. 220 sqm FF24.OO0 + charges 

ParitoposstkntheMUng. • 
■SAtiGa TRANSACTIONS 
Tflk +33 (0)1 55 07 69 95 


A OOOD Ames TO KWN: 

109 Ffi 10 Mrn rati mew, 
■ W. ltrv i T wtai fl haL + «eawpw daw 
pndaf gMdwmawte, 

FERME ST-GBtMAIN 

S,iuw«toDmM«.01 45 48 V4 40 


VACATION « NEW YORK CITY 
Use m of «r kiuiioia cotpoote lotely 
torched flufcs in a doorman RarttAvq. 
Mdtag.'tfBekfy, monthly rates. Credt 
casta accepted. SI pH weekly. 

Tet 212-25+4715 Far 212-228-1559. 


UBOBOQUET 

^ Apntanflttioeim? 
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Boeing Vows Self-Discipline to Try to Rebound From Loss 


Ton NoaksmMP 

Philip Condit, the chairman, says, 
“There are no sacred cows.” 


^Telecom 
Fights New 
Olivetti Bid 

Executive Is Said to Quit 
In Dispute Over Strategy 

QmriedbyOwSagFirmDUpaKiKi 

MILAN — Telecom Italia, its hands 
tied after Olivetti redrew its 558 billion 
hostile takeover bid, was meeting late 
Thursday to discuss moves to bolster 
shareholder value and help fend off the 
bid amid reports dial its chief financial 


By Laurence Zuckerman 

/few* York Times Service 

NEW YORK — After 18 tumultuous 
months during which it posted its first 
annual loss in 50 years ana saw its stock 
price dive, Boeing Co. has promised to 
impose strict self-discipline and says its 
two top executives will get no bonuses. 

Speaking to Wall Street analysts in 
Orlando, Florida, on Wednesday. Philip 
Condit, the chairman and chief exec- 
utive, said that Boeing, the world’s 
largest aerospace company and the 
single-largest American exporter, was 
reviewing all of its operations in a re- 
lentless effort to increase profits. Any 
program that did not measure up would 
either be dropped or sold. 

“Nothing escapes scrutiny here/’ he 
said later in a conference call with re- 
porters. “There are no sacred cows.” 

A preliminary assessment done by 
the company found that about 10 per- 
cent of its $13 billion in equity had been 
invested in unprofitable operations. A 
further $2 billion is invested in op- 
erations that merely break even. The 


good, news was that 25 parent of the 
equity was making a better return than 
the most profitable companies in the 
Standard & Poor’s 500 stock index. 

Deborah Hopkins, Boeing's new 
chief financial officer, who was hired 
from General Motors Carp, laze last year 
to try to introduce some finan cial dis- 
cipline, said the company would fix or ' 
eliminate its “value-destroying” oper- 
ations and maximize the returns on 
those that hovered near profitability. 

“This isn’taprogram of the month or 
a flavor of the month,” she said during ' 
the same conference call. “This is the 
way we arc going to run the business at 
Boeing. Forever.” 

•' That tough folk could translate into 
some wrenching decisions for Boeing, 
such as canceling the slow-selling new 
100-seat 717 passenger jet that it in- 
herited when it bought McDonnell 
Douglas Coco, in 1997. 

It coaid also heighten tensi ons with 
the International Association of Ma- 
chinists, Boeing’s largest union, as die 
two sides approach contract negoti- 
ations this year. Included in Boeing’s 
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A patient’s eye after a polymer arc implant for myopia. 


^The executive, Fulvio Conti, quit after 
disagreeing with Telecom’s chief ex- 
ecntive,. Franco Bemabe, on how to repel 
the Olivetti bid, people familiar with the 
matter said Thursday. Mr. Conti could 
not be reached for comment, and Tele- 
com Italia would neither confirm n or 


Olivetti’s second strike in the increas- 
ingly fraught battle for Europe’s fourth- 
largest telecommunications concern 
stops Telecom from approving any de- 
fensive action without securing share- 
holder approval. 

But Mr. Bemabe was expected to 
spell out his strategy for slashing costs at 
the former monopoly by selling off non- 
core units. 

Telecom’s board meeting was expec- 
ted to flow into a board meeting of the 
cellular unit Telecom Italia Mobile. A 
^spokesman said tbe company would 
{probably issue a statement Later. 

lire spokesman disclosed no details 
of the agenda for the meeting, one of die 
most keenly watched since Mr. Bemabe 
took die helm in November. 

The cornerstone of his strategy as 
outlined in recent interviews is a merger 
of Telecom Italia with the Italia Mobile 
unit, a move that would make strategic 




Clear Potential 


Developers of surgical eye implants hope to taka advantage of increasing 
frustration among contact lens wearers. Only sales of disposable soft and 
soft tone contacts are experiencing strong growth. 
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Pressed by the stock market r egoia tor 
Consob on Wednesday to confirm or 
deny tbe merger plan, Telecom said no 
such action had been formulated or pat 
to the board but said it had been dis- 
cussed. 

Under new rules on corporate 
takeovers, the board will need approval 
from holders of 30 percent of Telecom 
.fkStock if Mr. Bemabe wants to go ahead. 

1 ^lt could call a special shareholders 
meeting to get that consent 

Telecom Italia shares fell in a gen- 
erally weak market as Olivetti’s decision 
not to raise its bid, though widely an- 
^ tiemated, took the froth off prices that 
had surged above Olivetti s offer of w 
, euros ($1 1) a share made Wednesday. 

^ . Telecom closed down 4 percent at 

Is 6.27 euros, while Olivetti slid 6.9 per- 
cent to 2-74 after anveiling further de- 
tails of the financing for the bid. 

, In its first reaction to the renewed 
offer, Consob asked Olivetti to provide 
Hgraiiq of the sale of its interests m the 
? > cell-phone firm Omni tel and tire fixed- 
line Infos trada company to its German 
partner, Mannesmann AG. ■ 

! The deaL signed Wednesday and ex- 
a peeled to raise more than $8 biHion, is 
WcOTditionalon Olivetti’s bid succeeding- 

«bkhuw (R eutm. Bloomberg) 


Better Eyesight in View 

New Corneal Implants Offer Help on Myopia 


By David J. Morrow 

^ New York Tbnu Service 

NEW YORK — After wearing 
glasses for 31 years, Debrah Ward 
jumped at a chance last May to give 
them op. Instead of receiving laser 
surgery, an alternative to contact 
lenses and eyeglasses, Ms. Ward had 
clear polymer arcs implanted in her 
near-sighted right eye. 

The arcs, known as Inlacs, are an 
experimental treatment made by Rer- 
' avision Inc., a tiny California com- 
pany. The arcs, which can be inserted 
during a 10 -minute procedure in an 
o phthalm ologist's office, flatten the 
cornea to correct mild nearsighted- 
ness, or myopia. 

“I neverhad vision this good,” said 
Ms. Ward, 38, an accountant - in 
Olathe, Kansas, who took part in the 
Intacs clinical trials. Her eyesight im- 
proved from 20/20 with glasses to 
20/10 with the implants. 

“It’s notiiing short of amazing,” 


she said. “I’ve gone around and told 
all my friends about iL” 

If the U.S. Food and Drug Admrn- 
. istration, as expected, approves Intacs 
•this spring, it will be tire first surgical 
corneal implant for vision correction 
to be sold in the United States. 

At the same time, companies such 
as Bausch & Lomb Inc., the contact- 
lens giant, and Staar Surgical Co., a 
small California concern, are racing to 
develop other types of eye implants, 
technologies that are similar to Intacs 
and essentially are permanent contact 
lenses. 

Still other developments are under 
way. Presby Ccap^ a small biotech- 
nology company in Dallas, is devel- 
oping a plastic implant that .would 
eliminate the need for reading glasses 
and bifocal lenses. Early clinical trials 
are set to begin in the United States 
next month. 

All these products, which could be 
See EYES, Page 14 ■ 
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review will be a decision on whether it 
makes more sense to continue produ- 
cing components itself or to buy them — 
a hot-button issue for the union.' 

And it also raises qaestions-whether 
Boeing, which was catapulted to its cur- 
rent prominence in large part by daring 
to build a new airplane — the 747 — 
that nearly sank the company before 
becoming one of its biggest successes, 
will ever be able to take the same kind of 
high-stakes risks that have character- 
ized the commercial aerospace industry 
since World War n. 

Mr. Condit has been talking about 
increasing shareholder value at Boeing 
for years. His credibility with Wall 
Street was stretched to tire breaking 
point last year after his assurances that 
things were improving repeatedly 
turned into additional quarterly charges 
and a steady decline in tire company’s 
profit targets. 

Boeing’s 1998 performance was so 
poor — its stock declined 32 percent — 
that Mr. Condit and Harry Stonecipher, 
tbe former chief executive at McDon- 
nell Douglas who is now- Boeing’s pres- 


ident, will not receive annual bonuses, 
Mr. Condit Said- 

Analysts who attended the meeting 
welcomed Boeing’s latest moves, al- 
though they said they were long overdue 
and short on specifics. “It is amazing 
that we are at this point and they are only 
now figuring out bow to drop the losers 
and keep the winners,” said Nicholas 
Heyraann, an aerospace analyst with 
Prudential Securities. 

Howard Rubel, an analyst at Gold- 
man, Sachs, said. “There is no reason 
why there won’t be a certain amount of 
cynicism by investors partially because 
these changes can't happen 
overnight.” 

Boeing’s stock fell 62.5 cents to close 
Thmsday at $35. 

Lately, Boeing's operations seem to 
be improving. The company predicts 
that revenue will foil to $49 billion in 
2000 after peaking at $58 billion this 
year, thanks to a record number of com- 
mercial airplane deliveries. Operating 
profit margins are expected to range 
between 3.5 percent and 5 percent next 
year, compared with an estimate of 4 


percent to 5 percent this year. But on 
Wednesday, Ms. Hopkins said oper- 
ating margins would not fall next year 
despite tbe lower revenue. 

Besides improving its current oper- 
ations and selling off some units, such as 
its commercial helicopter unit, Boeing 
has revived the idea of expanding into 
aerospace services such as airplane 
maintenance. 

‘ ‘There are 1 0,683 Boeing jets flying 
around the world,” Ms. Hopkins said. 
‘ ‘The question is: What are we doing to 
capture our fair share of that services 
market? And the answer today is: Not 
enough.” 

Sire said that expanding into services 
such as overhauling jets for airlines 
would create new jobs that could counter 
cuts in other pans of the company. 

But it may also cause some diplo- 
matic problems for the company be- 
cause many of its largest airline cus- 
tomers are also competing in the ser- 
vices arena. Mr. Condit said he was 
aware of the problem but thought there 
were enough opportunities for Boeing 
to steer clear of its customers. 


U.S. Economy Shows Strength 

Strong Data Rekindle Expectations Fed Will Raise Interest Rates 


CcafBedtpOw Sag From DbpOrba 

NEW YORK — New orders for big- 
ticket durable goods shot up at the fastest 
pace in 14 months, while sales of ex- 
isting homes climbed to an all-time high 
in January, indicating that tire U.S. econ- 
omy had plenty of momentum as it 
entoed die new year, government re- 
ports showed Thursday. 

Stocks and bond prices tumbled, 
meanwhile, as stronger-than-expected 
reports on factory orders, jobs and home 
sales rekindled speculation that the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board could raise U.S. in- 
terest rates. 

“Tbe market is rethinking the Fed’s 
position,” said John Burgess of Bankers 
Trust Global Investment Management in 
New York. 

The Federal Reserve, worried about a 
possible uptick in inflation, has been 
looking for a slowing in the U.S. econ- 
omy after three years of rapid expansion. 
But the Federal Reserve Board chair- 
man. Alan Greenspan, hinted this week 
in testimony to Congress that if this 
slowdown did not occur, the Fed would 


be ready to move quickly to raise interest 
rates to make it happen. 

The markets got evidence that the 
economy was expanding. The Com- 
merce Department said Thursday that 
durable-goods orders rose 3.9 percent- 
last month as a December surge in air- 
craft orders at Boeing Co. finally showed 
up in the government's data. It was the 
biggest gain in orders in more than a year 
and came on top of a 3.4 percent increase 
a month earlier. Analysts had forecast a 
small decline for January. 

January orders for durable goods, or 
items expected to last three or more 
years, increased by $7.7 billion. Most of 
the strength came in a huge $7.1 billion 
rise in transportation orders, primarily 
reflecting a big gain in orders for civilian 
aircraft, an extremely volatile sector. 
Aircraft orders shot up 145.1 percent in 
January after having fallen 29.6 percent 
in December. 

Durable goods excluding transporta- 
tion were up a more modest 0.4 percent 
in January. 

In a separate report, sales of existing 


homes climbed to a record seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 5.07 million units 
in January, a 0.8 percent increase from 
December, according to a survey by die 
National Association of Realtors. Last 
year's sales total of 4.8 million bouses 
was the best ever. 

Sharon Millett, president of the as- 
sociation, said the healthy resale activity 
over the past few months reflected 
“strong” consumer confidence in the 
nation's economy and continued low 
mortgage interest rates. “This economy 
has benefited all segments of the res- 
idential market,” she said. 

The two back-to-back sizable gains 
may call into question the prevailing 
view that the U.S. economy will slow 
this year as world financial troubles and 
a rising trade deficit create a sizable drag 
on what up until now has been strong 
domestic demand. 

Meanwhile, die Labor Department 
said the number of Americans filing new 
claims for unemployment benefits fell 

Set ECONOMY, Page 14 


South Korea Documents Its Rebound 

On President's Anniversary, Statistics Show Jump in Production and Sales 
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By Don Kirk 

liuemmonal Herald Tribune 

SEOUL — On the first an- 
niversary of tbe inauguration 
of the reform-minded Kim 
Dae Jung as South Korea's 
president, the government re- 
warded itself Thursday with a 
variety of upbeat statistics 
portraying the nation’s econ- 
omy as being on the mend. 

Industrial production was 
14.7 percent higher last 
month than in January 1998, 
the National Statistical Office 
said. At the same time, it said, 
retail sates increased 2.8 per- 
cent year-on-year — the first 
such jump since before 
November 1997, when die 
country appealed to the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund to 
piece together a rescue pack- 
age of nearly $60 billion. 

“The economy has em- 
barked an expansionary 
cycle,” said Song Keum 
Young, an official in the gov- 
ernment’s National Statistical 
Office. 

A range of other statistics 
indicated the economy had hit 
bottom and was on die up- 
swing. One telltale sign was a 
government report that in- 
vestment in new machinery, 
needed to build the products 
that Sooth Korea exports to 
the world, should rise 8.8 per- 
cent after dropping 34 percent 
in 1998. 

Michel Camdessus, man- 
aging director of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund, cap- 
tured the upbeat mood in a 
talk Wednesday in New 
York. 

Less than three months ago 
the Fund predicted a 1 percent 
drop In South Korean eco- 
nomic growth, be said, “but 
the people of Korea were so 
courageous, and the program 
worked so well, that we have 
already had to correct our 
forecast” to a 2 percent in- 
crease for the year. 

Some analysts, however, 
see the possibility of a relapse 
if big businesses do not move 
faster toward reform. 

Lawrence Summers, the 
visiting U.S. deputy secretary 
of the Treasury, wanted gov- 
ernment and business leaden 
Thursday against “compla- 
cency” that he* said could 
“put a brake on necessary re- 
structuring” of the nation's 
economy. 

Mr. Sommers reflected 
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Mr. Kim speaking on anniversary of his inauguration. 


concern about tbe failure of 
the country’s major conglom- 
erates to make good on 
pledges for reform that he 
said were needed to restore 
economic stability. 

Mr. Summers mingled crit- 
icism with praise for South 
Korea’s “effective crisis re- 
sponse” in a year in which its 
currency has stabilized, for- 
eign-exchange reserves have 
risen from almost none to 


more than $55 billion, and the 
gross national product is 
widely forecast to be growing 
about 2 percent. 

In a speech before the 
American Chamber of Com- 
merce, he seemed just as 
eager, however, to puncture 
the balloon of praise that Mr. 
Kim and other South Korean 
leaders have been heaping 
upon themselves in the past 
few days for rebounding from 


an economic failure. 

“There is an important dif- 
ference between recovering 
from a heart attack,” Mr. 
Summers said, “and changing 
your lifestyle to be sure you 
never have another one.” 

Mr. Summers’s remarks 
struck a chord among analysts 
worried that big business will 
return to its old habits of re- 
pressing competition and us- 
ing easy credit to prop up un- 
profitable entities. 

“Corporate restructuring 
stands in the way of a re- 
surgence,” said a report is- 
sued this month by the local 
office of Jardine Fleming Se- 
curities, “and the govern- 
ment stands in the way of 
corporate restructuring.” 

The report said that “poli- 
cymakers have consistently 
shielded the incompetent 
management and un viable 
operations of big companies 
from market forces, inflicting 
serious damage on healthier 
competitors and the financial 
sector.” The chaebol, it said, 
still suffer from “too much 
capacity, too much debt and 
too many people.” 
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Thursday’s 4 P.M. Close 

The 1300 mod traded docks of Ihe day. 
Nationwide prices not reflecting tote trades efwwtere. 
The Associated Press. 
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EUROPE 


Blair Warns 
Train System 
To Shape Up 






A 




Age iiee Fronce-Presse 

LONDON — Prime Ministe r 
Tony Blair on Thursday assailed the 
poor performance of Britain's 
privatized rail network, threatening 
contract cancellation and 
operating companies that do not im- 
prove and longer contracts for those 
that do. 

"I want to make it perfectly clear 

to you that you are on trial,” Mr. 
Blair told a conference attended by 
rail industry bosses and ministers. 
^“Overall, the rail industry is not 
getting good enough results,” he 
said. “It is not doing well enough. 
Its service standards are not high 
enough." 

He told the rail leaders: “You are 
failing your customers, and those 
who continue to fail them have no 
place in the rail industry of foe fu- 
ture." 

Britain’s state-owned rail system 
was sold to investors three years ago 
by foe previous Conservative ad- 
ministration. forming 25 operating 
companies and a separate company. 
Rail track Group PLC, to operate foe 
rail infrastructure. 

The latest government data 
showed that train punctuality de- 
clined on most routes in 1998, with 
foe Virgin Wesr Coast line, operated 
*by foe virgin Rail Group, singled 
9ut as one of foe worst-performing 


Costs Hit DaimlerChrysler Profit 


CmvMtoOrSttgF/mDepuxh* 

STUTTGART — Daimler- 
Chrysler AG, Europe’s largest in- 
dustrial company, said Thursday 
that its net profit fell 26 percent in 
1998 after accounting for costs re- 
lated to its takeover of Chrysler 
Corp. in November and for a spe- 
cial payout in 1997. 

Excluding the 685 million euros 
($753.5 millipn) in takeover costs, 
profit rose 29 percent as sales of 
Mercedes-Benz and Chrysler pas- 
senger cars and Airbus planes rose. 
But final net income fell to 4.8 
billion euros from 6.5 billion euros 
a year earlier. Profit before foe 
extraordinary costs rose to 5.20 
billion euros from a pro-forma 
4.06 billion euros in 1997. 

• Group sales rose 12 percent, to 
131.8 billion euros. The company 
said it would release results for 
each division at its year-end news 
conference in March. 


“Fundamentally foe company 

lid Roll a 


is doing very well,” said 

Kautz, an auto analyst with BHF 
Bank in Fr ankf urt, “it’s definitely 


a good start. There’s nothing to 
wony abouL” DaimleiClirysler 
shares fell 3.75 euros in Frankfurt 
trading to close at 87.65. Analysts 
attributed the slide mainly to 
profit-taking, - since Daimler- 
Cfcrysler stock had outperformed 
the market in recent days while 
other automakers such as Volks- 
wagen and BMW were slipping. 

The company plans to pay a div- 
idend of 235 euros a share, a large 
increase for former Daimler-Benz 
shareholders but a smaller one for 
former Chrysler shareholders. 
Daimler-Benz shareholders last 
year received 1.60 Deutsche marks 
(90 U.S. cents) a share, while 
Chrysler shareholders received 
$1 .60. The new dividend would be 
worth 4.60 DM or $2.60. 

DaimlerChrysler’ s Chrysler and 
Mercedes-Benz units both report- 
ed gains in the U.S. car market last 
year. Chrysler sold 2.51 million 
cars and fight trucks, a 9 percent 
increase. Sales were spurred by 
new and redesigned vehicles such 
as LH sedans and Jeep Grand 


Cherokee sport utility vehicles.' 

Mercedes sales jumped 39.2 
percent for the year to 170,245 
units on foe strength of its E-Class 
sedans and M-Class sport utility 
vehicle, pushing worldwide sales 
to a record 926,400 vehicles. 

Airbus, the European jet-man- 
ufacturing joint venture, increased 
its worldwide market share to 46 


percent from 44 percent, further 
market leader Boe- 


squeezing the 
ing Co. DAS A, DaimlerChrysler’s 
defense and aerospace unit, holds a 
37.9 percent stake in the venture 
and received 5.8 billion DM in 
sales from the stake last year. 
DaimlerChrysler said about 

81.000 U.S. employees would re- 
ceive profit-sharing payments av- 
eraging $7,400, up 61 percent from 
foe average payment for 1997 but 
below 1994’s record of $8,000. 

Thomas S iallkamp , president of 
DaimlerChrysler, said more than 

19.000 management and profes- 


sional employees would be eli- 
Drom-shj 


gible for profit-sharing payments 
under foe same formula. 


Endesa’s Bid 
For Enersis 


Is Stymied 


LVMH Files Suit to Fight 
Gucci’s Resistance Effort 


EV Discounts Hope 
Of ah Early Accord 


private operators. 

Passengers complain that ser- 
ntlvia 


•- 1- 



vices are frequently late or canceled 
and that prices are far too high. 

Mr. Blair said that operators must 
introduce fares "that don’t break the 
bank,” 

The prime minister said that 
companies failing to make substan- 
tial service improvements would not 
have their operating franchises re- 
newed. In contrast, those that did 
improve quality would have their 
contracts extended. 

Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott said that he would subject 
operators to “tough" new perfor- 
mance contracts. The companies 
would be fined for failing to meet 
these targets, be said. “If you want 
it. we can have a running battle,” 
Mr. Prescon told industry bosses. 

^But I don’t want that. I believe you 
uon’t want it either.” 


CoegsM bf Our Stiff From Depatthh 

PARIS — LVMH Moet Hen- 
nessy Louis Vuitron SA, foe world’s ' 
No. 1 luxury-goods' company, said 
Thursday it was suing Gucci Group 
NV after the Italian fashion house 
used share options to try to fight the 
French company’s growing control 
over Gucci 

LVMH said the suit, filed in Am- 
sterdam, should be heard next 
week. • • • 


The company seeks to suspend 
the voting ngbts tied to each of the 


shares in Gucci's employee trust 
34.4 pc 


percent 


fund and to retain its 
stake in Gucci. 

It was the latest move in a battle of 
wits between LVMH’s chief exec- 
utive and controlling shareholder, 
Bernard Arnault, and Gucci’s chief 
executive, Domenico de Sole, who 
is a Harvard-educated lawyer. 

Gucci has become increasingly 
attractive, with its profit having 


rising tenfold since 1994. 

“It’s very difficult to say which 
way this will go, ” said Cedric Mag- 
nella. an analyst at Credit Suisse 
First Boston in London. 

Gucd last week issued share op- 
■ tions in an employee trust fund to 
dilute LVMH’s stake in foe com- 
pany and prevent LVMH from nam- 
ing a candidate to the Italian com- 
pany’s board without making a full 
takeover offer for Gucci. 

In a statement calling - Gucci's 
plan to issue extra shares to its em- 
ployees a “poiSon pill,” LVMH 
said it had asked the Amsterdam 
court “to suspend voting rights on 
shares issued by Gucci to foe benefit 
of a foundation allegedly created for 
employees and allegedly managed 
by them.” 

LVMH’s shares closed at 2 02 
euros ($222.20), up 5, while Gucci 
slipped to 63.00 euros, down 0.05. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 


Bloomberg News 

BONN — European Union lead- 
ers sought Thursday to damp ex- 
pectations they would reach an ac- 
cord Friday on overhauling financ- 
ing, regional aid and farm policies. 

As negotiations over cuts in the 
EU’s costly farm-support programs 
headed for a fifth day, German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder por- 
trayed foe summit meeting in Bonn 
as little more than a first exchange of 
views on revamping the 15-nation 
bloc’s budget of 85 billion euros 
($93.5 billion). He urged other lead- 
ers to limit public statements to gen- 
eralities so as Dot to spoil the talks. 
The goal, he said in a letter. “ isn *t to 
make final decisions but to discuss 
possible options and compromises 
as nut of an overall package.” 

Germany, the holder of foe EU’s 
rotating presidency, said its new 
1 i -nation currency, foe euro, would 
slide further unless foe EU reached an 
agreement by hs self-imposed budget 
deadline of the end of March. 


Bloomberg News 

MADRID — Endesa S A’s shares 
fell Thursday after Spain’s largest 
power company lost a bid to control 
Enersis SA, Chile's biggest utility 
holding company. 

Enersis shareholders blocked a 
$15 billion offer late Wednesday 
that would have let Fiytesa double 
its 32 percent stake. 

The shareholders refused to in- 
crease foe maximum amount an in- 
vestor can own in Enersis. dashing 
Endesa’s hopes of taking over En- 
ersis to make it the vehicle for its 
Latin American expansion. 

“We were surprised by the out- 
come of foe vote,” said- Ramon 
Oil eras, a fund manager at AB Ase- 
sores, a brokerage in Madrid. “It’s 
very bad news for Endesa.” 

Changing foe bylaws was the last 
resort in Endesa’s 18-month fight 
for control of Enersis. a company 
valued at $35 billion that owns 
power companies in Chile, Argen- 
tina, Brazil, Peru and Colombia. 

Endesa has poured 513 billion 
into Eneisis since September 1997 
to gain control, only to be foiled by 
opposition from Enersis executives 
ana small shareholders that own part 
of Enersis. Because foe bylaw 
change had faltered by just a small 
margin, some analysts in Madrid 
predicted that Spain’s leading utility 
would not give up the battle yet. 
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Very briefly: 


• The Confederation of British Industry said domestic 
demand, exports and expected output improved in February 
and predicted that Britain's economy would avoid a recession. 
The report reinforced expectations that the Bank of England 
will keep interest rates steady next month. 


Elf Aquitaine SA said profit fell 37 percent in 1998 from a 
year earlier, to 540 million ei 


The company is expected to keep 
its Enersis stake. It would lose 


money if h sold now because Enersis 
shares have plunged 30 percent since 
Endesa bought foe stake as the re- 
cession in Asia and currency turmoil 
spread to markets in Latin America. 

Endesa’s shares closed at 23.82 
euros ($2630), down 1. 10 euros. 

■ Telefonica’s Bill in Brazil 


Telefonica SA said it expected to 
make provisions of 11937 billion 
pesetas ($786.5 million) this year to 
cover its investments in Brazil, news 
agencies reported from Madrid. 

The former state-controlled 
monopoly purchased key parts of 
Telecomu uicacoes Brasil eiras SA. 
or Teiebras, the Brazilian telephone 
monopoly. 

That company was privatized last 
July. (Reuters. Bloomberg) 


euros ($594 million), after oil 
prices plunged to 12-year lows and margins narrowed on 
production of chemicals. 

• Lufthansa AG. Europe's second-largest air carrier, expects 
pilots to approve a plan to raise staff wages by 3.5 percent, a 
move it said would cost it an estimated 200' million to 255 
million euros ($221 million to $281 million). 

• ABN-AMRO Bank NV’s provisions for loan losses in 
emerging markets jumped 72 percent in 1998, to 2.07 billion 
guilders ($1.03 biflion), and net income rose 4.5 percent, to 
4.03 billion guilders, as financial crises in Russia and Brazil 
hit second-half earnings. 

• The Netherlands* economy surged 1 .2 percent in the fourth 
quarter as higher consumer spending helped the fifth-biggest 
euro-zone economy escape Europe's slowdown. The gain 
brought 1998 growth to 3.7 percent, foe highest since 1990. 

• The Birmingham Alliance, formed by Hammerson PLC. 
Land Securities PLC and Henderson Investors Ltd., an- 
nounced that foe three companies were pooling their central 
Birmingham property holdings for what it described as 
Europe’s largest city-center retail regeneration project. 

• Switzerland’s highest court ruled against the Budvveiser 

beer brewed by Anheuser-Busch Cos. of the United States in 
a battle over trade names, according to a report in the Zurich 
weekly Cash. Bhnmherg. Reuter*. AP 
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Very briefly: 


• Gap Inc.’s profit rose 46 percent, to $313.9 million, in its 
fourth quarter, which coded Jan. 30, as demand for khaki pants 
and sweaters at its Old Navy stores helped the U.S. clothing 
chain record one of the strongest sales gains among retailers 
during the holiday season. 

• J.C Penney Co.’s fourth-quarter net income rose to 5207 
million, or 77 cents a share, from $201 million, or 76 cents a 
share, a year earlier, although revenue fell 4 J percent, to $9.32 
billion, on slow clothing sides during the holiday season. 

• Waste Management Inc.’s earnings before charges rose 
sharply to $361.1 million in the fourth quarter on rising revenue 
and savings from its merger with USA Waste Services Inc. 

■ Clear Channel Communications Inc., a U.S. owner of radio 
stations, said it would buy a 33 percent stake in Golden Rose 
Communications PLC ro gain entry into the British market. 

• Philip Morris Inc. will close its cigarette plant in Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, by the end of next year and cat 1,400 jobs. 

• Cornerstone Properties Inc* one of the largest owners of 
downtown office buildings in the United States, said property 
acquisitions and higher rents drove earnings from operations 
up 65 percent, to $43.3 million, in the fourth quarter. 

Bloomberg, AP 

CBS Chief Talks of Buying NBC 

Ccmpdrd hy Oar Staff Fma Dbpacha 

NEW YORK — The chief executive of CBS Corp.. Mel 
Karmazin, said Thursday his company would interested in 
buying the NBC network if the government eased rules that 
prevent one company from owning two broadcast television 
networks. He said NBC would.be a better fit with CBS than 
with General Electric Co., NBC’s parent 
Mr. Kar mazin said he believed GE would either spin off 
NBC as a separate public company or sell it NBC is facing 
problems with declining ratings and profit and rising costs. 

(AP. Bloomberg ) 

U. S STOCK MARKET DIARY 
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IBM Devises Remedy for Pentium Security Fears 

Privacy advocates have traditionally ware to off offer serial number. A company 

nnmlvrt inO.lllrf- CORIDUtdS Sold tO UldlvidUfllS. O . , • i__.j Uaoti 


By John Markoff 

New Yuri Times Service 


Bloomhcr& News 

NEW YORK — The dollar fell 
against other major currencies 
Thursday as Japan signaled it would 
not print more currency to help end 
its recession. 

“The market is now doubting the 
idea that gripped it so forcefully a 
few weeks ago that Japan was going 
to reflate” the economy, said 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

Lawrence Hatheway, die global 
chief of strategy at Warburg Dillon 
Read. 

He added that expectations Japan 
might follow a reflation ary path 
drove the dollar to more than 120 
yen last week, and as that expec- 
tation fades and U.S. financial assets 
drop on concern that interest rates 
will rise, die dollar could lose fur- 
ther ground. 

The U.S. currency was quoted at 
1 19.775 yea in 4 PM trading, down 
from 121.670 yen Wednesday. 

The euro, meanwhile, was at 
$1.1043, up from $1.1000 Wednes- 
day. In other trading, .the dollar was 
at 1.4390 Swiss francs, down from 
1.4462 francs. The pound was at 
$1.6041, up from $1.5965. 

The Japanese finance minister, 
Kiichi Miyazawa, said Japan would 
not support proposals, including one 
from die United States, to bolster the 
economy by printing more money. 

The yen also was supported by a 
report from the Ministry of Finance 
that Japanese ’ investors were net 
sellers of foreign securities in Janu- 
ary for the first time since last 
March. Investors and companies in 
Japan are repatriating profits from 
abroad to bolster their earnings be- 
fore the March 31 fiscal year-end. 

‘ ‘There's a pattern of selling from 
Japanese exporters," said Rainer 
Guidon, manager of foreign ex- 
change at Erste Bank. 

The euro fell briefly against die 
dollar after an unexpected increase in 
U.S. factory orders in January fueled 
expectations for stronger U.S. growth 
and higher interest rates. But die re- 
ports turned into a negative for die 
U.S. currency when stocks and bonds 
declined on fears of a rate increase. 

"People will be looking to the 
long end of the fixed-income market 
and to die stock market for clues as 
to the direction of the dollar,” said 
Jamie Coleman, a senior currency 
analyst at Thomson Global Mar- 
kets. 


IBM has come up with what it 
believes is a way to satisfy con- 
sumers concerned about a security 
feature in the Pentium Dl com- 
puters: It will ship the computers 
with the controversial feature hid- 
den by the computer's hardware. 

The security feature is a built-in 
serial number in Intel Corp.'s new 
Pentium in microprocessor. Intel 
has responded to protests by of- 
fering a specific software program, 
known as a utility program to pre- 
vent the number from being read by 
other software. IBM's remedy goes 
further and hides the number at the 
hardware level, which is harder to 
penetrate. 

IBM made the announcement 
Wednesday in a letter to the Center 
for Democracy and Technology, a 
Washington-based privacy group 
that has asked the nation's major 
computer makers to provide more 
security than is offered by Intel's 
software remedy. 

Intel announced the processor 
serial number in January as a tool for 
authenticating documents, electron- 
ic messages and copyrighted ma- 
terial. Privacy groups, however, as- 


opposed universal numbers, includ- computers spokesman said it had been recoin- 

ing Social Security and driver’s b- But privacy fcnviss bave raised g^Xt computer makcre place 

ssssss*=sg£ 

across many computer sources by was to * 


can simplify tracking an individual 


3te^“ ,Crate ^p^llTcoK purer was shipped from tbe factory. 

Sony to Propose New Anti-Piracy System 


New York Tines Service 
Responding to the growing threat 
of digital music piracy via the In- 
ternet, Sony Corp. planned to pro- 
a new copy protection scheme 


The plan is designed to enable tbe 
recording industry to sell music 
safely, both on-line and on digital 
formats like CDs and audio DVDs. 

The proposal is the first to be 
submitted to an industry standards 
group, tbe Secure Digital Music Ini- 
tiative, which was established in 
January by the Recording Industry 
Association of America. 

The new scheme consists of two 
separate copy protection systems. 


temx for scrambling music files be- 
fore they are sold and unscrambling 

them for listeners. 

Magicgate will embed a special 
chip in each recorder and playback 
device. 

OpenMG, which is intended for 
personal computers and related 
devices, will require that consumers 
purchase a hardware device known 
as a dangle, which will attach to a 

personal computer’s serial port. . - . v 

The dongle will ensure that an companies had expressed an interest 
encrypted music file be copied by an in joining die initiative. 

r • *■ - ’ She said the group expected other 


as Super Magicgate, which is in- 
tended to be a long-term solution tqp 
the business problems presented by 
copy-protection schemes. 

Such an approach might permit a 
consumer to listen to an unlimited 
amount of music for a single sub- 
scription fee. 

A spokeswomen for the recording 
institute said Wednesday that dw 
standards group planned to meet 
Friday in Hollywood and that 90 
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ved digital recording device 
re it can be played. 


proposals besides the Sony plan. 


ECONOMY: Data Rekindle Rate Concerns EYES: New Comeal Implants 


Continued from Page 11 

by 5.000 last week, to 293,000. 

The four-week moving average for 
claims, which smoothes out some of the 
week-to-week ' volatility, was down as 
well, dropping 2,000 to 292,500. 

That was the lowest level in a decade 
and a strong signal that labor markets 
remain tight 

The price of die 30-year Treasury bond 
fell to 94 19/32, lairing the yield up to 5.62 
percent from 5-51 percent 

Stocks fell as rikng bond yields made 

U.S. STOCKS 

stocks less attractive than cash and gov- 
ernment securities. 

“Bonds become more competitive with 
stocks as yields rise," said Gil Knight a 
money manager who helps oversee $11 
billion in assets at Allied Investment Ad- 
visors in Baltimore. “We are over 5 Vi 
percent, and bonds are beginning to sound 
attractive again." 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
closed 33.33 points lower at 9.366.34, 
battling back from a 166-point drop. The 
Standard & Poor's 500 Index fell 8.39 to 
1 ,245.02. The Nasdaq composite index fell 
12.56 points to 2326.82. 

Dec liners outnumbered advancers by an 
2-to-l ratio on the New York Stock Ex- 
change. ' 


Stocks may have more room to fall, said 


Continued from Page 11 


Mr. Knight “We’re in a choppy market ' x 

may see a correction of another 5 available in foe next several years, are aimed at grabbing 
percent to 7 percent from here.'* 


and we may see a correction c. „ _ _ , 

share of foe $11 billion that Americans now spend each year 
International Business Machines Corp. for glasses and contact lenses, 
and other computer-related shares led the While doctors and analysts are wary of predicting how 
decline after an analyst stud foe industry’s popular vision-corrective implants will become — they will 
gro wth rate may be disappointing. cost as much as $2300 an eye, and they involve surgery — 

Personal-computer stocks fell after a- their development is a result of the recognition that many 

aging baby boomers are eager to spend lots of money to turn 


Merrill Lynch & Co. analyst, Steven 
Milunovich, said long-term growth rates 
may prove disappointing because of fall- 
ing prices, more competition and the ad- 
vent of new “information appliances” 
that will supplant PCs to some extent. Mr. 
Milunovicn said PC stocks “should be fine 
in the near term.” 

IBM, the second-largest PC maker, fell 
2% to 171H, contributing the most to the 
Dow average’s decline. 

Dell Computer, the biggest direct seller 
of PCs, fell 2% to 80% and was the most 
active stock in U.S. trading. 

largest 


back, foe effects of time. 

The excitement last year over Viagra, Pfizer Inc.’s im- 
potency pill, showed foot there was an increasing demand 
among the middle-aged for medical treatments that could 
make their lives easier and more fulfilling. 

Many analysts say consumers may snap up implants be- 
cause they increasingly are becoming frustrated with contact 
lenses. 

After expanding for years, the contact-lens market in the 
United States is barely growing. Tbe number of wearers of 
annual-replacement soft contact lenses, 36 percent of foe 
market, fell 7.9 percent last year. Tbe only boom is for daily 
disposable soft contacts, with sales up 44 percent last yean 

“Intacs should have a broad appeal,” said Katherine Mar- 
tinelli, an analyst with S.G. Cowen Securities Corp. “People 


r,j 


-J 

i .* -I,. 

•„ - 

’■ — ■#'. 


..V-- 


Lt 




. - t 

.1 


fell I!4 to 151%, and Intel, the biggest 
maker of chips for PCs, fell 3 3/16 to 127 
3/16. Advanced Digital Information rose 4 
to 17% after the maker of automated tape 
libraries for computer servers said it 
earned 30 cents a share in the first quarter 
ended Jan! 3 1, beating tbe 20-cent average 
estimate of analysts surveyed by First Call 
Corp. ( Bloomberg . AP) 
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Pup Photo ADR 
Hancock Pat Gfc 
Home Fed Bnen 
KefimodCo 
LreesorterCoteny 
Min utemon Inti 
Nthn Telecom 
OMRepattfic 
PnlawSmsBk 
RoydBkCdag 
Teche Holding 
UnamPocCarp 


Per And Rec Pay 


.11 3-5 3-19 

.19 5-27 6-10 

35 3-17 4-1 

34 3-15 4-1 

34 3-15 4-15 
.IS MI 4-15 

364 3-1 3-1 

30 4-16 5-3 

.15 3-5 4-1 

36 3-15 4-1 

393 3-30 — 

M 3875 K Ml 
Q .11 3-22 4-2 

Q .16 3-5 3-1? 

.15 3-10 3-31 
.11 21 2-15 

.075 34 331 
.10 35 315 
38 315 331 
M 4-23 5-21 
.125 317 331 
X 3T0 4-1 


Livestock 
CATTLE (CMER1 
40000 lbs.- cerds per lb. 

Feb 99 65.95 6*77 6452 rOJ? £988 

Apr 9* *475 67.40 6*70 *125 5*208 

Tun 97 6*17 6*22 6*12 *0J2 29,373 

Aug *9 6472 64 70 6*57 74*0 

00 99 6*22 65 75 6*20 *0 63 4436 

Dec 99 67.25 6*80 67-20 >053 £798 

EiL sates KA. VAMS sales 19.133 
Weds open W 11*09* up 979 

FEEDER CATTLE 1CMEID 
54000 Rm.- cents per tc 
Mar 99 7*65 7130 7*47 *0 90 

Apr 99 71Q0 7170 7*70 *493 

May 99 7*97 7180 7**0 +0 90 

Aug 99 7*50 7535 7*45 *1 15 

Sep 9*. 7*30 7510 7602 +100 

Od 99 7*75 7560 7*50 +1.13 

Esl sales UA. Wtah rates 1911 
Weds open mi 17JM. up 27 


M063UW rCMER) 
44000 ID*, cants per b. 
Apr 99 4*35 42.90 

Jun99 5545 5*40 

All 99 S*43 5542 

Aug 99 5*80 5595 

Od 99 5560 5510 


EsL sates 3&000 Weds sdes 25004 
Wed* open bit 81587. up 2404 

SILVER (NCMX) 

5W0Q boy ct- cnatspar hoy a* 

Mo-99 559.0 5350 55*9 +174 11144 

Apr 99 5557 +1*7 

May?* 562.0 5340 55*5 +1*7 4*317 

Jul 99 561 3 539.5 5SSJ +1*7 1*040 

Sep 99 SS5J) S49J 553J +177 *325 

Dec 99 5550 5355 5495 +17J 4246 

Jan 00 549.9 +17.7 II 

Mo 00 5440 +17J 1,764 

EsL rates 34000 WesM rates 51539 
Vtecfs open lnl 97J0A up I £56 

PLATINUM (NMER1 
50 boy col- dcOarsper troy at 
Apr 9? 383J30 37*50 380.40 -2J0 11461 

AS 99 37400 37*00 37740 4U0 £681 

0«J9» 37440 -0J0 943 

JoiOO 37540 4180 4 

Est sates HA. Weds sates L830 
open W 1 7J09. as 57 


LONDON METALS OJME) 

Dtflospo metric tan 

(HtobSaods) 

117X00 117400 776419 174519 

117500 119*00 118400 1U9J0 
fcsdes (Hfeb Grade) 

137700 137400 137916 138046 

1400J0 1401.00 140500 140*00 



S27VI 

52*00 


S19JM 
522 V9 


52400 

52100 


ft-mM; UPtiiw i Biqte amount par 
5ttar*/ADR; g-payaMo m Ceaa&ta fond v 
■HBRSOify; ti-mimlofff; S4«idonaoBltT. 


us. stock Tames Explained 

Sotes figures ore unofficial Yearly highs ond lows reflect t?ie previous 52 wwria plus The 
amBiit wedi, but notlfM) latest trading day. VVherea spBtorstocfc *Mefidamaan1tii9 ta 25 
Dettent ormonrlwsbMl ps*d+ Itiepeais Wgh-lowrtmgecrK} dMtiendaieshmm foritie new 
^g nniy. Untass athetwiie w*ed,ratwofdWd«Hhai i e annual disbuBenwnta bosed on 

^rfiwMt^^oedni (s). b - onnvat rate ot dhrfctend phs stock dividend, c - nmiidatmg 
- PE MM* -t allied. 1 4 -\ new yearir km. dd . toss In Hie lost^ l: i monlte. 

« ' HhUmci dedartd orpaM tn preceding 12 moidtB. f • annual rate. Inaeasod an last 
g. dMdarilin Conatfan fwufc, subject R> i5%non-resWerce fax. i- iWridand 
oflH-ioUt-UB or Stock iflyfctend. | ■ dMdend paid mb yeat anrtlted, defema ar no, 
-j M-gt dvidend meeting, k - dtvMmd declared or paid this year, an ' 
m oneaw.«-onmiolratft reduced aw lost dedorailon. 
toumtatita post 52 ■*» T** nign-tew Itinge begins with me stwt of trading. 
■ * B.mmai dMdend annual rale unknown. P/E - price-eomings ratio. 

snlR. DMdn«t betfra w«i date at strilt. sis ■ sides, t - ttrWend paid u 
iSRwdtti, esttmoied cash valua an a<dmdMid ore*-dbtiilHition dolo. 
wicawliOltait*i**nbaiiknjptcy«H-reeetwrsliIporbefnnreoigonlred 

a ~ nei f^ e ^?l!5^rLartnr5«Olfil* e5lf&aw,e ^^y 5t| t t icocnpanies.»At-arttwnftsMtxjlc<l. 

tm«rthe m (rants, x - ax^thtdend or ex-rights, xifis - ex-dtanilxfflon. 

Si am ‘ Wes in fufl. ytd- yield. X-satastnliilL 


4*15 +0J3 
5542 +025 
5637 +037 
5457 -O IS 
SS25 -032 
Est. sates KA. Weds soles 14*55 
Weds open M 41.15* off 578 

PORK BELLIES {CMER) 

40000 to*- cents per b. 

Mar 99 S«0 4930 SUSS AJO 

May *9 54 . 10 51 JO S2J0 <ii5 
M99 5*50 52. IS MOO +OJ8 

Esl rales ha weds rates zi/5 
Weds open bdSJSa off 16 


Food 

COCOA OKSE) 
lOmriWctons-Spwtw 
Mar 99 
May 99 
Jul 79 

Sep 99 
Dec 99 
Mar 00 

Est rates *176 Weds vdre £987 
Wbds open H 67J2£ oft 503 

COFFEE CINCSE3 
37J0D ms.- cans per n . 

Mar 99 10*50 1OU0 10135 
May 99 107.00 10140 10175 
Jul 99 IK09 10500 105J05 
S«p *9 109 JO 10*50 10*50 

D0C99 Iia7S 10400 10S05 
EsL salat 7 J5S wretfs rates 5061 
Weds open tof 3*552, GB 1,083 

SUCARWDRLD II tNCS EJ 
U2JN0 lbs- cents porn. 


1*998 

9J09 

*017 

14M 

43SS 


£382 

1,889 

7DI 


1294 

1277 

1286 

-9 

1.183 

1300 

1788 

1296 

•10 

3*789 

1330 

1310 

1320 

-8 

11455 

1353 

1344 

1347 

-11 

5.904 

1389 

1381 

1385 

-to 

*090 

1422 

1418 

1422 

■9 

*475 


'US £019 
£85 22J64 
£60 *224 

7 JO 3452 
•7J3 1.710 


Mar99 

687 

647 

687 


Mar 99 

629 

628 

627 

+*03 

Ju| 99 

618 

611 

614 

-*03 

Od 99 

649 

643 

648 

•001 


21997 

EsL sides 3*474 Weds rates 3*443 
Weds apm be 174E02 rtf 3+09 


496580 497580 487500 488500 
502580 503080 494500 495080 


Spat S46fQ0 547000 S39S.00 S4QSL00 

Ftonmd 539580 540000 5320 00 532500 

ZiK Ooadd IM Cnrii) 

Spat |£K lSh 102500 102*00 

Forward 104000 104180 103580 100*00 

High Lorn aase Chge OpM 


Financial 

US T BILLS tCMEfi) 

SimBbxvpKoMOOW. 

Mar 99 9SJ5 fSJI 9553 -081 £477 
■ten 99 9550 9589 9549 484 Ulll 
EsL rales NJLWBtfs sales 459 
Wtats o pen bit 3484 Bp 279 

5 TR TREASURY OTOT) 

««Woo pita- pto & 64tia at iao pd 

Mar 99 111-23 11008 11423 - 34 155643 

Jon 99 111-28 11040 110-56 38 104770 

Sep 99 110-48 - 38 7 

Esl sates NA. sates 12*781 
VKtah open bit 25*42R off 642D 

18 YR TREASURY (CMTJ 
SIOMOO prijv pts & 32nds U 100 pd 
M«99 115-12 11*01 114-14 - 26 321239 

Jim99 115-14 11483 114-16 -20 20245 
Sep 99 114-14 11*14 11402 -26 745 

Esl soles KA Weds sales 30*107 
Vtoft open bit 567 J29. up 2419 

US TREASURY BON DS fCSOT) 
Opc£S10aOOOptiA33ndirflOtpcB 
More* 12385 120-06 120-26 -1 03 375474 
AmW IS-» HMS WHO -103 34*168 

IS-?. 3J2-S9 11*4* -1 03 5W6 

Dee99 130-14 11P« 11M9 -J02 £M7 
fat solas NAYtefs sates 629002 
Weds open bit 731472, ofi 4LIS8 

loncciltojffh 

CSUXO ■ pts 4 32nds OMO0 pcs 

”25 l,62 5 11*55 -1.12 J2JB2 

Jim99 11158 11685 11/21 -1J7 59.166 

&L soler 9542* Pnte.ratec 11*120 
Prw. cp« hL- 91.369 up L221 

60 V. BONDS (MATIF} 
cureimooo - pts or too pd 
Mart? 1, S*1 11092—081 87287 

J«99 NT. N.T. 9547-081 7444 

Est rater 39,173 
Open terl : 9*931 oil ?M 


Werfs open M £130429. up 37.981 

BRITISH POUND (CMER) 

62^00 pound* 5 par pound 

Mo-99 14066 15954 14034+08070 68.719 

Jim 99 14056 1-5994 14026+00073 £315 

Sep 99 14028+08073 230 

Esl sotea NA Wads steas 1 5059 

Weds open mi 71,29* up 16SI 

CANADIAN DOLLAR COMER) 

1 QMOO dal tan. % per Ota. dir 

MOf 99 4670 4603 4624410054 70969 

Jun99 4669 4600 462S-08K4 5558 

Sap 99 4660 4610 4638-08054 1260 

EA sates NA Weds rales 1MR2 

Weds open hi 79,18V off 135 

GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

1 35000 moria, S par art 

Mar 99 5670 5623 5651+00028 5*517 

ten 99 4693 -S5M 5679+08028 £194 

Sap 99 5715 5715 5710+08028 T67 

Eat Idas HA Wtofs s*es 10334 

Weds open M S&94* up 55 

JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 

l£5 mfflkm yen, S par 100 yen 

Mew 99 8470 8325 8375 +8142 82-990 

ten 99 8510 8340 8477 +8144 *140 

Sep 99 8405 8595 8583 +8146 1445 

Est rates NA Wads sates 22890 

Wed's span ml 91871 up 1,985 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

125000 tame* 8 per tame 

Mnr 99 4992 4916 4962+080*5 5*804 

Jim 99 J0S3 MW .7027 +08044 733 

Sep 99 -7093+000*4 746 

Est sates N A weds SAS 9 jn 

Wed's open bd 57.789, on 1079 

MEXICAN PESO (CMER) 

50*000 pesos, 8 pe r p es o 

Men 99 89940 89900 89927-80009 12839 

ten 99 09400 89360 89387-00009 *408 

Spp 99 88940 89940 88920 -80030 625 

&L Idra N A (Ml tales 1 .766 

Waifs open lnl 19891 up 94 

3-MONTH STERLING (UFFE) 

£50*000 -ptout 100 pd 
Mar 99 94470 9*630 9*649-0840 183L5S3 
Jim 99 9*910 94X30 9*840-8880 19X511 
Sep 99 9S.C2C 8*910 9*920-0.110 188.501 
Dec 99 9*810 9*700 9*700 —0.120 142J70 
Mar 00 9&000, 94OT 9*180 -*130 139JM3 
JunOO 9*990 9*SSD 9*B60— 0.150 119J11 
Sap 00 9*940 9*800 9*810-0.150 7X413 
Esl. sates: 160307. Pm sates: 87,100 
Pres, open W. 1^1X387 oil 7,568 

3-MONTH EURtBOR (UFFE) 
eun 1 mNton - pts at 1 00 pd 
Mar 99 96965 9*945 96845-0810 151083 
Jim 99 97890 97855 97870-9815 MV 9V 
S4p 99 97.120 97880 97890 -88J0 mi 19 
Dec 99 9*855 9680S 96805-0.055 89^39 
Mr 00 nms 9*9*5 9*970— 8870 45519 
ten 00 96.940 968*5 96880 -0890 41265 
SepOO 9*830 9*765 96J75-0865 4W14 
Est. idee: 171885 Pres, sates: 103870 
Plus open inL: 77M44 up 10353 

3-M0NTH EUR1 BOR (MATIF) 
aunl mMon - pis tt HM pd . 

MOT 99 9*96 9*95 9*99 Unch. 39803 
Jan 99 9789 9787 97.07 - 082 25.103 
5ep99 9783- 9789 9789 -084 19,797 

Dec 99 9*88 9*83 9*82-085 1*257 

£sl.ad» 1830 
Open tot; 117442 9fi5S2 

J4H0NTH EURO UBOR OJPPQ 


Compaq Computer, foe largest PC 
maker, declined 154 to 41 3/16. 

Microsoft, foe biggest software maker, won’t have to worry about cleaning or replacing them. One of g| 

. +.+ *- •-.«* j- <-< the keys is that foe products are going to have to be able to • 

work in a broad range of people.” 

But tbe potential seen in implants comes with a number of 
caveats. 

Given tbe companies’ small size (Keravision had only 
$835,000 in sales last year), analysts worry that foe companies 
lack foe resources to make their products best sellers. 

Even after an advisory panel of foe Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration recommended Intacs for approval last month, 
shares of Keravision. based in Fremont, California, continue to 
trade below'titeir July 1995 initial offering price of $ 13.50. Hie 
shares were trading Thursday afternoon at $12.50, up 43.75 
cents on foe day. 

Possible side effects and complications range from blurred 
vision with Intacs to a slim risk of cataracts with the Staar 
Surgical lens. 

The implants are expensive, and only 2.000 people have 
Intacs worldwide, leaving their long-term safety unclear. 

“This is not a casual procedure,” said Ken Taylor, a vice 
president at Arthur D. Little & Co., a corporate consulting and 
research firm. “Eyesight is very precious to people. They are 
going to have to be confident, about foe procedure and foe . . 
product before they will have it. ” 

Intacs, made of a clear polymer that is used to correct 
cataracts, are two arcs that are inserted surgically in the 
periphery of the cornea. The arcs flatten the comea to correct 
vision primarily between 20/40 and 20/300, a treatment that 
could be used by nearly one- third of foe 70 million Americans 
who suffer from myopia. 

Tbe surgery takes about 10 minutes and requires a local 
anesthesia administered through eyedrops. 

Insertion of Staar Suigical’s intraocular contact lens, mad^of 
a bendable polymer, takes about 20 minutes. Like Intacs, the , 
lens can be inserted in a ophthalmologist’s office under local 
anesthesia, but foe procedure is slightly more invasive. The 
contact lens fits just over the eye’s natural lens behind the iris. 

Though several years away from market, Bausch & Lomb is 
developing a letis that fits in front of foe iris, a position that 
doctors say should reduce the risk of cataracts. The device has 
two thin Z-shaped anns with tiny foot plates to help hold it in 
place. 

Doctors say there is a slightly greater risk of infection from 
foe lens procedures, but their uses are far broader. Intacs 
primarily correct mild nearsightedness, while the implanted .« 

• lenses have proven effective in early clinical trials as a remedy w* ■ 
for a greater range of myopia and farsightedness. 

With both procedures, the implants can be easily removed. 

In the Intacs trials, when foe lenses were removed, foe patient’s 
eyesight went back to its unconrected vision in most cases. 

But not all wearers of such implants may be thrilled with the 
devices. Given the cost of foe procedure, side effects, while 
minor, may prove a deterrent. 


9*94 Unch. 429899 
9*92 Unch. 5854 
9489 Unch. 1,618 
9483 Unch. 467,999 
9*79 Unch. 393 
9*74 UndL 73 
9*69 881 '451823 
9*37 -087 291080 

94J6 -089 277,002 

9430 8.10 17*632 
9436 4111 143865 

9*15 4L12 11*712 
567877 


aura l inBtan - iris at UUod 
' 9*960 9*950 9*945- 


9*950 9*945-0810 11*713 

978B5 978)0 97870-41815 W7.7W 
97.110 97800 97890— 0830 9*191 
N.T. N.T. 9*805 41855 *7873 
97810 97810 9*U7O-OjB 70 8*945 
9*020 9*920 96880-0870 64079 
NT. NT. 9*775 4UW 4M34 
9*645 9*440 9*595-0870 }*V3 
N.T. NT. 9*550 41870 150*4 
fal.wJex *542. Prav. rates: £365 
Pm. agon InL: 657,537 OB 60 

34HONTH SWISS FRANC (L1FFD 
SF I ^Saa - pts d 100 pd 
Ms 99 98.750 9*710 98720-0810 82881 
Jui99 9*700 98*50 98660-0810 77826 


Mv99 
Aw 99 

Dec 99 
Ms 06 
Jim 00 
SepOO 
DacOO 
MvOI 


mgh Low Lotas! Chge OpM 

Sep 99 9*580 9*540 9*540-0810 3*907 
Est totes 27.770. Pm*, soles: 29810 
Pm-opank*: 23*479 up 2817 


Industrials 

COTTON 20(010 
5*000 tos.- Gents par li. 

Mar 99 *4.73 6180 6*23 +023 £371 

MOT 99 5925 5*40 5889 +187 33J59 

Jut 99 5*90 5785 5116 +084 1*302 

Od99 5*40 5*80 5*40 +067 1.716 

£tocP9 5920 3*75 5*99 +076 7S836 

EsLsRbs NAWmTssMh 12865 
Wbdx open W 7X139, OH 1879 

HEATING OIL (NMER7 

42800 got canto par gd 

Mar 99 33.10 3UQ 3285 +4160 1*479 

Apr 19 3355. 3130 3323 +CU4 4046B 

May 9? 3485 3323 3323 +039 16228 

Am 99 3460 3380 3*28 +4124 1*741 

id 99 3S2S 3*25 3*93 +029 12221 

Aug 99 3680 3565 3568 +024 9223 

Sep 99 3665 3*53 3*53 +4)24 *194 

Est rates NA Wetfi tataO 4*215 

Wah open Ml 60633 off 3820 

U6HT SWEET CRUDE (NMERi 
1 800 hbt- doOtraper bM- 
Apr 99 1280 I £41 1X68 +08713*365 

Mar 99 l£» 1154 1181 +089 65264 

Jun99 1380 1265 1191 +088 49251 

Jul 99 1385 1179 1381 +087 2*27 

Aug 99 1X10 1193 13.10 +006 19,151 

Sep 99 1320 1382 1X19 +085 1X716 

Est rates KA HWl sates 10*669 
Waffs apan H 519260 ail 4b481 

NATURAL GAS (HMER) 

HLOOO IWM MUt. 5 per mm blu 
Apr 99 1209 163S 1660 4KD7 64269 

Mar 99 1241 1670 1690 -0037 19641 

Jon 99 1274 1215 1235 -0832 17616 

Jul 99 U10 1255 1275 41831 15638 

Aug 99 1850 1800 1810 4UJ36 1£467 

Stp99 18*1 1850 1855 41831 14675 

Est rates NA Wetfi sates 121.1*6 
Weffsopeatat 

UNLEADED GASOLINE (MMER) 

4X000 ocA per Qtf 
Mar 99 3*40 3490 3e83 +1.18 1X328 

Apr 99 3920 3750 39.10 +0.9B 36223 

Mar 99 4025 3920 4015 +087 19,112 

Jun 9! 4180 40.10 4*95 +025 1*112 

Jul 99 4160 4075 4125 +020 1*184 

Aug 99 4110 4125 41.90 +066 3216 

Sep 99 4220 41 JO 4280 +060 3619 

Od 99 4120 4*90 4120 +060 £345 

Esl teaNADWl ratal 436C 
Wefft apan M 11*33* off XS90 

GASOIL OPE] 

UX dotes per noMc ton - tote oflOO ton* 

Mar 99 10125 99 JO 101 JO + 225 Z7836 
Apt 99 10125 9925 HFL50 + 150 3X576 

May 99 10*73 10180 10225 +X2S 1*215 
Jen 99 1(0.75 10150 KOJO +125 1X514 

EsL rates 17809. Piev.sdes: 2X900 
Piter. 0pm taU 1 27,707 up 634 

BRENT OIL OPE) 

US. Man par banal - tote *41200 bantes 
Apr 99 1122 1*86 11.10 +003 61232 
May 99 1126 1186 1127 +084 44867 
Ate 99 1180 1121 1185+007 37896 

A4y9? 1160 1125 1160 + 088 T*30b 

Aug 99 11.23 1129 1124 +088 *870 

Eat sotoK 4*000. Pm. solas .5*596 
Pm. open ML 231.910 Oil £906 

Stock Indexes 

SP COMP INDEX (CMER) 

2S04MB 

Mm 99 125*80 18620124*00 -9 20 380692 
Jon 99 126X56123*20125100 -1130 3*140 
5«p 99 127158126*88136888 -17JD £924 

EaLaMaa NAVhdx ratal 13L2S4 
Weff» <p«n Inf 40*151, oil 874 

FI5E 100 (UFFE) 

Q5 par Max poke 

Mar 99 63188 61758 620*0—11*0 16*123 
Jon 99 63058 42992 62398-1098 2X946 
Sap 99 N-T MT 62218-1108 £27* 
EsL rates 2*651. Pm. soles 3*049 
Pm.opnMj 193247 up 1349 

CAC 40 (MATIF) 

aunsW par tote polrt - 

F»99 4Z248 41518 42118 UndL 57207 

Mar 99 42308 415*0 422*0 Undt 121306 

Sap 99 4205J 4(578 40*0 UndL 3XS5B 

Est aides 14X168 ■ 

Open Int: 21*311 up 1059 

Commodity Indexes 
dost 

Moody* 1167 JB 1,17520 

Renters - \XtL6 1436.10 

DJ. Futures 7i21 7*99 

CRB/Bridge Futures 18*74 18*64 

5oam:Maff£ Associated Press Reuter*. 
London Ml Fnmdat Futures Exchange, 
tnTIPetroi&jm ExOiengt, Moodfs. » 
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INTEREST RATES 


Thursday, Feb. 25 


Government Debt 


Brito) 

France 

Germany 

(My 

Japan 

Spain 

UnftedShdH 

VMd 

Price 


3-aaarb 

5860 

2500 

2580 

ZS40 

0.135 

2570 


tementti l-yoar 


482 

9-52 


£950 

2930 

2800 

*145 

£920 

1-yew 

*86 

*63 


£880 

2578 

£920 

2H80T 

5.15 

99-21 


Source : Bbembery. 


•Hear 

*937 

3876 

3860 

3.161 

8325 

3842 

Iiwr 

*26 

97-25 


sirew 

*590 

3895 

3845 

1644 

1865 

3JS72 

1 0-roar 
5U2 
95-19 


1 drear 
*511 
4861 
3864 
4.174 
1.090 
4.1B8 

30-TOW 

583 

94-19 


¥ 


Money Market Rates 


UtEhff siatra 
Otscaontrale 
Prime me 

CnjfnoaJ flinriLr 

90-tioy Certs Deposit 
180-dayCnn.P^ar 
Jagaj 

DtocoaaT rate 
Cd money 
l-awofii taterixnk 
Juuuith interbank 
6-monlTi brierbank 
EUraiane 
Repo rate 
EOHIA 

EoriborlTOrtb 
Eoribor 3 -ohdOi 
EBrtear 6-msaDi 

Euribar 12-meafl) 


Today 
4V, 
7M 
■ 4?S 
*93 

r ^ 

*50 

*12 

*60 

0*5 

*67 

380 

3,13 

3.11 

389 

384 

384 


4V, 
7M 
4 M 
*91 
*83 

0» 

*12 

*60 

*67 

380 

134 

3.10 

3.08 

383 

382 


MMb 
Bane rate 
COE Raney 

1 -mmtli Interbank 

3 -montli lntettxaik 
6-«raini tatertw* 

°f Y#r*msutMn 


ma 

Today 

Pm 

5 » 

5 to 

» 

Stto 

SVl 

591 * 

S 7 'a 

531 

5 H 

5 V» 


Libor Rates 


. 1- „ *■ *■ n- 

JS™ ® wm ‘ 

<8634 582 5 . 1 M 6 527 

3JaS3 :ijam 
n'iS 72 43234 S- 2883 

H 845 °' J845 03X7 

1-2S 12617 1J05 183 

Savrce Fevten. 


Dollar 

Em 

Staffing 
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Cramer, Stock Market Oracle 9 Stumbles With His Hedge Fund 


By Joseph Kahn 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — As trading stocks 
becomes a national pastime, James 
Cramer, the tireless fund manager, mar- 
ket commentator and Internet entrepre- 
neur, has scored a “hat trick," earning 
renown as the Wall Street equivalent of 
player, coach and owner. 

As a player, though, he's been in a 
slump. 

For Cramer-Berkowitz & Co., Mr. 
Cramer’s high-flying, fast-trading 
hedge fund, 1998 was the worst year in a 
decade. Although the fund produced a 
positive return of 2 percent after fees for 
investors, it fell short of the total return 
on the Standard & Poor's 500-stock, in- 
dex by about 27 percentage points. 

Hie bad year left Mr. Cramer trailing 
the benchmark index for the last five 
years, although he still beats it over 10 
years. 

Many other hedge funds did poorly in 
1998 as well, including some, like 
Cramer-Berkowitz, that specialize in 
U.S. stocks. 

But Mr. Cramer is not just another 
hedge-fund manager. 

Cramer-Berkowitz manages about 
5300 million on behalf of elite investors 


who generally put up at least $2.5 mil- 
lion to become partners in the all-star 
fund, known for its hybrid strategy of 
long-term stock-picking and hyperact- 
ive buying and selling. 

Mr. Cramer is also one of the. in- 
vestment world's most prolific journa- 
lists, detailing his thoughts about the 
stock market online, on air, in print, 
often many times each day. 

TheStreet.com. a World Wide Web- 
based financial news and analysis ser- 
■ vice be started,' just announced an initial 
public offering that aims to raise $75 
million. (The New York Times Co., part 
owner of The International Herald 
Tribune, is the third-largest shareholder 
in TheSneet.com.) 

Appearing regularly on CNBC's 
"Squawk Box” talk show about stocks 
and writing for national magazines as 
well as on’his own Internet service, Mr. 


Cramer espouses active trading — he 
has described his own pace of buying 
and selling as manic' — as a way of 


beating the market in good times and 
bad. 

He has. become an icon in the fast- 
expanding world of Internet day-traders, 
a group many analysts see as driving the 
market these days. 

His columns regularly contain ex- 


hortations like this one: "Moral: Never 
let a trade turn into an investment: But 
just because you are an investor, don’t be 
afraid to trade. I am neither a trader nor 
an investor, I am an opportunist. You 
should be, too." 

But last year Cramer-Berkowitz, 
which Mr. Cramer runs with Jeff 
Berkowitz, stumbled with their stock 
picks, the partners said in a letter to 
investors obtained by The New York 

Times. 

It also suffered because many in* 
vestors decided to withdraw money in 
October, when the fund's performance 
was deep in the red and world financial 
markets were shaky. The letter said the 
fund had to sell some good stocks at a 
bad rime to return that money. 

In the letter to investors, Mr. Cramer 
and Mr. Bericowitz said that redemptions 
were one factor hurting the fund. “We 
were also hit, at the worst possible time 
— the bottom of the 1998 market — with 
requests for redemptions," they wrote. 
“Our October opening forced us to sell 
stocks at precisely the time we would 
have been buying.” 

Several big investors have stood by 
Mr. Cramer. “There were many superb 
hedge funds that did not have a good 
year last year,” said.Martin Pererz, pub- 


lisher of The New Republic and a long- 
time Cramer partner. "Many have- 
already recouped, some of their losses in 
the first two months of this year.” 

Mr. Cramer declined to comment 
about the fund’s performance.' A lawyer 
for the hedge fund said that Securities 
awl Exchange Commission regulations 
prohibit Mr. Cramer from commenting 
a: this time. 

As a result of last year's weak per- 
formance. Cramer-Berkowitz has 
strengthened its research department, 
the partners wrote. The hedge fund also 
sold many small company stocks in fa- 
vor of big company stocks that make up 
the main stock market -indexes. 

The partners said they would not open 
the fund to redemptions as often as pre- 
viously but did not provide specifics. 
Unlike mutual funds, which allow re- 
demptions at any rime, hedge funds may 
require an investment for six months, a 
year or more. 

In his Web column for TheStreet.com 
entitled “Wrong!,” Mr. Cramer deals 
more with day-to-day or even minute-to- 
minute market action than he does with 
long-term strategy. 

He also keeps management of 
Cramer-Berkowitz separate from TheS- 
rreet.com. 


Some co lumns that he -wrote in the 
autumn, when his hedge fund faced the 
strongest head winds, reveal Mr- • 
Cramer's gloominess about unfavorable 
markets. But his writing does not flag a 
change in investment . strategy at 
Cramer-Berkowitz or give a reader a 
sense of how far his trading strategy put 
him behind the market indexes. 

He does complain* though, about how 
the near-collapse of Long-Term Capital 
Management LP, the hedge fund that 
was rescued by a consortium of Wall 
Street banks and brokerages houses in 
September, soured sentiment toward 
hedge funds in general. 

In one column he. compared Long- 
Term Capital to the alarming Three Mile 
Island nuclear-plaht accident in 
P enns ylvania two. decades ago. 

1 ‘The fallout in hedge fund land hurts 7 
those of us who run by hydro or natural 
gas or plain old No. 6 oil to generate 
solid returns,” Mr. Cramer wrote in late 
September. “That’s too bad, because 
whai I do for a living has nothing to do 
with what the geniuses at Long Term — 
and I use that term loosely — claimed to 
be doing, or were actually doing with 
investors’ dollars.” 

Mr. Cramer has described his invest- - 
ing as taking two forms — classic value 
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investing and shorter-term, trading- ori-Jk 
ented transactions. While it is hani to^. 
track the results of Mr. Cramer s short- 
term trading, it is dear that big losses in - 
several long-term stock holdings * 
dragged down his performance last 
yearT ; 

According to documents filed with .- 
the SEC, Mr. Cramer’s largest holding at ; » 
the end of September was Bay View 1 
Capital, a San Francisco-based bank. 
But the I.S million Bay View shares the ■* 
fund then owned, most of which were ; 
bought for more than $30 a share, would * 
now be worth about $19 each. 
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As Stock Dives, Press One, Now, for Crossed Lines at Iridium 


Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — It has been a long, long 
fall and a harsh winter for stockholders of 
Iridium World Communications Ltd., the com- 
pany based in Washington that has launched a 
network of satellites that can provide mobile 
phone service anywhere in the world. 

Subscribers cannot make those calls unless 
they have Iridium phones, however, and the 
company is suffering from a shortage of phones 
that has delayed die recruitment of subscribers 
and exacerbated a drop in the stock that has cost 
investors more than $6 billion. 

In a little more than nine months, Iridium 
shares have fallen from more than £72 to £28.56 
at the close of Wednesday trading on the Nas- 
daq Stock Market 

Slipping steadily since the first of the year, 
the stock hit what investors hope is the bottom at 
$24 a share on Monday. It bounced back in the 
next two days as Wall Street analysts lined up to 


reassure investors that the company's setbacks 
are only temporary. 

The shortage of phones is a particular em- 
barrassment because most of them are being 
made by Motorola Inc., the biggest portable 
phone maker in the United Stares. Motorola 
dreamed up the Iridium system and is one of its 
three big investors, along with Sprint Corp. and 
Lockheed Martin Corp. 

Analysts say the shortage of phones means 
Iridium will not meet its goal of having 27,000 
in use by the end of March and will fall short of 
its targeted 88,000 phones ai the end of the first 
quarter and 173,000 by the end of the third 

More than just benchmarks, the targets are 
written into the terms of loans the company got 
from a group of big banks. Fear that tne banks 
would restructure the loans and raise the interest 
rate has helped knocked down the price of the. 
stock recently, analysts said. 

Assuring investors that the banks are not 


putring on the pressure, a Salomon Smith 
Barney analyst, John Coates, reiterated his 
“buy” faring on the stock Tuesday. 

“Iridium has simply not had enough time to 
attract subscribers, he said “Delays in hand- 
set availability have stifled Iridium's ability to 
enlist subscribers, but do not, in our opinion, 
indicate that there’s insufficient demand for the 
service." 

As big as a brick, with a stubby antenna, the 
phones cost about $3,400 and calls run $3 to $7 
a minute. That is a general improvement over 
old-style satellite phones, which are the size of 
a laptop computer, have an antenna that has to 
be aimed precisely and cost about $3,000. 

Journalists, explorers, globe-trotting busi- 
ness executives, disaster relief workers and 
government officials are obvious target mar- 
kets. But are there the millions of customers 
who wilt be needed for Iridium to make money? 
Analysts insist there are. 
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Very briefly: ■ 

• The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission will in- 
tervene more forcefully when independent directors of mutual 
funds challenge practices by the funds* investment advisers, 
said the SEC chairman, Arthur Levitt. The commission also 
plans to review fees that exchanges charge for stock quotes, 
following Complaints by on-line brokerages that said recent 
' fee increases had hint them disproportionately . 

• Credit Suisse First Boston LttL the Australian branch of 
the worldwide banking, investment and insurance provider, 
has signed a letter of intent to merge with Queensland state, 
based Henderson Charles Jones Ltd. The new firm, to be. 
called Credit Suisse First Boston Australia Equities Private 
Ltd. will merge the private clients of both companies in the 
states of Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. 

• Smith Kline Beecham PLC said it would seek permission 
from shareholders at its annual meeting to buy back up to 10 
percenr of its issued share capital on the open market. 

• Montenegro may have at least five privatization hinds soon 
after the coastal republic switched to vouchers to complete 
privatization of its- economy, a leading Montenegrin econ- 
omist said. ^In the next 10 days we expect first applications 
for establishing privatization funds,” said Veselin Vukotic. 
architect of the privatization program. Btoomberx. Reuien 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


Despite GDP, 
Singapore 
Still Gloomy 

GmpdnlbyarSafFnm Dap* rf* 

SINGAPORE — Singapore’s 
economy shrank ai half the expected 
pace in the fourth qoarter, but the 
economy of the island nation re- 
mains vulnerable to the economic 
troubles of its trading partners, die 
government said Thursday. 

Gross domestic product contrac- 
ted 0.8 percent in the fourth quarter 
the Ministry of hade and Industry 

» d, revising an estimate of a drop 
1.5 percent that it made in 
December. 

For ail of 1998, the ministry 
the economy expanded 1.5 percent 
— its slowest rise in a decade — 
compared with a revised 8 percent 
advance in 1997. In December, the 
government unveiled pr eliminar y 
1998 GDP growth of 1.3 percent 
The ministry said in a statement 
that “forward looking indicators" 
had improved for Singapore, but 
that prospects would continue to 
“hinge on external circumstances." 
The statement added that “uncer- 
tainties and stress points remain,", 
citing the situation in Latin America 
stemming largely from Brazil’s de- 
valuation of its currency, the real, 
thisyear. 

The government’s outlook for 
j&99 remains unchanged, as the 
Ministry retained its forecast that the 
economy will either shrink 1 percent 
or expand by the same amount. 

Consumer pices are expected to 
shrink as much as 1 percent in 1999, 
a second year of deflation. The con- 
sumer price index declined 03 per- 
cent in 1998, crimping profits as 
companies were unable to raise 
prices. 

The slide in prices is battering 
company profits and making banks 
hesitant to make new loans, creating 
a spiral that may delay any rebound 
from Singapore's recession, its first 
in 13 years. That trend is mirrored in 
countries across Asia, as consumer 
pices in Hong Kong, China and 
Japan have declined as demand for 
goods fell. 

( Bloomberg , AFP) 



Concern Over the Yen 

New Credit Crunch Possible, Officials Say 


Agence France-Presse 
MANILA — U.S. and Asian ex- 
ecutives and regulators meeting at 
an Asia Society. forum Thursday 
threw their support behind market 
reforms, but expressed concern that 
the renewed weakness of the Jap- 
anese yen could delay Asia's re- 
covery from financial crisis. 

“While our domestic, credit 
crunch has eased," said Kim Ki- 
hwan. South Korea's ambassador at 
large for economic affairs, “we re- 
main very concerned in lie weak- 
ening of the Japanese yen — that it 
could aggravate the credit crunch in 
the region." 

Central banks. should strive for 
more openness, especially with 
“what is happening now when the 
weakening yen remains a bad news 
for all countries in Asia," said 
Vichit Suraphongchai, chairman of 
Thailand's Radanasin Bank PLC. 

The yen has weakened sharply 
from 1 12 per dollar on Feb. 3, to 
below the 121 level, palling down 
INDIAN BANK STRIKE — Workers demonstrating in Bombay other regional currencies. It was 
on Thursday on the first day of a two-day walkout to press for quoted at 120.60 to the dollar in 
higher wages. Nearly 1 million bank employees stayed off work. • Tokyo trading late Thursday. 


The fall of the yen accelerated 
after officials from the Group of 
Seven leading economies failed to 
address the issue at talks last week- 
end in Bonn, with their silence seen 
as tacit endorsement of a weaker 
Japanese unit 

Analysts say further weakness in 
regional units could force up interest 
rates, sparking a new credit crunch. 

Many Asian economies are strug- 
gling to emerge from recession after 
being battered by die financial crisis 
sparked by the de facto devaluation 
of the Thai currency in 1997. 

On the subject of Asian leader's 
commitments to economic liberal- 
ization, former President Fidel 
Ramos of the Philippines told del- 
egates he did not see “any East 
Asian state turning its back on the 
marker despire the devastation the 
financial and currency crisis has 
wrought.” 

While no East Asian states have 
followed Malaysia's plunge into 
capital controls, Mr. Ramos said, 
they are being compelled to under- 
take structural reforms to keep mar- 
kets open and transparent 


Investor’s Asia 
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Mitsubishi Electric Predicts Loss for Year Bandai increases 

Its Loss Forecast 


Bloomberg News 

TOKYO — Mitsubishi Electric 
Corp., one of Japan's largest elec- 
tronics makers, -said Thursday it 
would not meet its earnings forecast 
for the year through Much as Ja- 
pan's weak economy hurts sales at 
home and the strong yen saps export 
earnings. 

“Earnings will be much worse," 
said Wakasaburo Kondo, a spokes- 
man for the company. “There’s no 
way we can meet our forecast" of a 
20 billion yen ($164 .4 million} in 
net profit, he said. 

Mr. Kondo declined to cotpment 
on a report in (he daily Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun, which said, without citing 
sources, that the company would 
Another 
who 


post a loss of 40 billion yen. An 
Mitsubishi Electric official. 


asked not to be identified, said the 
company will have to report a loss. 

- Mitsubishi joins a growing list of 
Japanese expraters, including NEC 
Corp.. Sony Cotp. and Hitachi Ltd., 
that have been forced to cut their 
earnings because of the double blow 
of recessions in Japan and else- 
where in Asia, and the rising yen. 

Yet the Tokyo-based, maker of 
household electric appliances, el- 
evators and semiconductors also has 
itself to blame for its weakening 
performance, analysts said. 

“The company hasn't yet come 
up with convincing measures to im- 
prove earnings,” said Satoru Oy- 
ama, an analyst at ABN Amro Se- 
curities Japan. “1 can't see its earn- 
ings recovering in the next two to 
three years." 


“Mitsubishi should concentrate 
on what they da best," said 
Hideki Goto, a credit analyst at Mer- 
rill Lynch Japan Inc. He said die 
company should focus its efforts 
more on elevators, refrigerators and 
washing machines, rather than 
semiconductors and other high- 
rechnoJogy items. 

Mr. Kondo said the yen’s surge 
against the dollar in the second half 
of the business year is partly to blame 
for its lower earnings expectations. 
The company based its initial fore- 
cast on an average exchange rate of 
130 yen to the dollar in the second 
half: so far. the dollar has averaged 
117.70 yen. About 23 percent of 
Mitsubishi Electric’s parent sales of 
18 trillion yen in die year ended 
March 1998 came from exports. 


Bloomberg Newt 

TOKYO — Bandai Co., Japan’s 
largest toymaker, said Thursday it 
would lose four times more money 
this year than it had previously fore- 
cast as it disposes of inventory and 
streamlines unprofitable affiliates. 

The company, best known for its 
Tamagotchi virtual pets, said it ex- 
pected to post a net loss of 185 
billion yen (S1511 million) for the 
year ending in March. 14 billion yen 
more than it had projected in Septem- 
ber. It changed its pretax profit fore- 
cast of 500 million yen to a pre- 
diction of a loss of 75 billion yen. 

Bandai said its president, Takashi 
Mogi, would step down to take re- 
sponsibility. Bandai shares closed 
Thursday at 1.350 yen, down 33. 


• Hong Kong’s levies on airlines may threaten its status as a 
regional hub, the chief operating officer of Cathay Pacific 
Airways said. Philip Chen said the new airport at Chek Lip 
Kok was the third most expensive in the world and charged tv4 
percent more than Hong Kong's old one. 

• Hong Kong will see another year of negative growth and a 
further 25 percent drop in property prices, according to 
Nomura International, a Japanese securities house, which 
also said Hong Kong was losing out to Singapore parth 
because of a lack of leadership and vision in its government. 

• Rio Tinto LtcL, the world's largesr mining company, said in 
Sidney that net profit tumbled 416 percent in 1998, to S70(> 
million, as sales fell 2.3 percent, to $9.2 billion. 

• Long-Term Credit Bank of Japan Lid. may not be fit for 
sale even after the government trimmed almost 5 trillion yen 
($41 billion) in problem loans from its books, the bank’s 

sident said, adding that prospective buyers might want 
ier scrutiny of the bank’s loans. 

• All Nippon Airways Co., Asia's second-largest airline, 
plans to cut spending* on aircraft by 100 billion yen iS 822 
million) over die next three years. 

• Malayan Banking BhdU the largest bank in Malaysia, said 

group net profit plunged 40 percent, to 277 million ringgit 
($72.9 million), last year as loan losses and provisions for 
further losses swelled. afp. bi, *> m/vr- 
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World Roundup 


Yankees and Nets 
Plan Merged Entity 

The New York Yankees and the 
New Jersey Nets of die NBA have 
signed a letter of intent to merge the 
two teams into one company. The 
teams' current management will re- 
main in place, with George Stein- 

brenner r unning die Yankees and 

Lewis Katz running the Nets, the 
teams announced Thursday. 

The deal, which creates a hold- 
ing company called YankeeNets, 
will enable the Yankees to gain 
better leverage in selling their local 
broadcast rights. Their $486 mil- 
lion, 12-year contract with Cable- 
vision Systems Coip.'s Madison 
Square Garden Network expires 
after die 2000 season. With the 
Yankees and Nets united, the com- 
pany will have 12-month program- 
ming 

On the field and on the court, die 
accord is not expected to change 
anything. The deal is also subject to 
the approval of owners in Major 
League Baseball and the National 
Basketball Association. (AP) 

2 World Records Tumble 

ATHLETICS Two indoor world 
records fell in die space of seven 
minutes at an international athletics 
meet in Stockholm on Thursday. 

First, Nicole Humbert of Ger- 
many broke the women's pole-vault 
record when she cleared 4.56 me- 
ters, bettering the previous mark of 
4.55 meters set by Emma George of 
Australia in Adelaide last March. 

Then Maria Mutola of Mozam- 
bique broke her own record in the 
1,000 meters when she clocked 2 
minutes, 30.96 seconds. That beat 
die time of 2:31:23 she set three 
years ago to the day at the same 
meet in Stockholm. 

Mutola said, “I feel good, it's 
fantastic, but my legs are hurt- 
ing.” (Reuters) 

IOC Member Fights Back 

Olympics Phil Coles, a member 
of the International Olympic Com- 
mittee and a vice president of die 
Sydney bid, said Thursday that he 
planned legal actionagainst the Salt 
Lake Organizing Committee for the 
2002 Games after it made claims 
that he had behaved unethically. 
Coles has denied that a 1995 visit to 
a Utah ski resort was improper. The 
organizing committee said it would 
produce air-travel vouchers, cour- 
tesy notes and lodging reservations 
as evidence that bid supporters had 
lavished favors on Coles. (AP) 


6 Red Cards 
And Plenty 
Of Fireworks 
As Cup Opens 

Cimixhd be Our S*&Frtm< 

RIO DE JANEIRO — South Amer- 
ica's Libertadores Cup began in earnest 
with a flurry of players being sent off and 
a firework almost causing the suspension 
of a game in Argentina. 

Adrian Corria scored twice for Unt- 
versitario of Peru and was shown the red 
card for (he way he celebrated the 2-1 

World Soccir 

victory Wednesday over Sporting 
Cristai of Peru. He was one of six 
players sent off. 

Jose Luis Chilavert, the goalkeeper 
for Velez Sarsfield of Argentina, needed 
treatment after a firework landed by him 
when his team scored in the 1-1 Group 2 
draw with River Plate. 

Crowd violence is an issue in Ar- 
gentina, where the lower divisions have 
been suspended by a court order because 
of fan behavior and first division players 
have gone on strike in national com- 
petitions in solidarity. . 

England Tottenham advanced to the 
last eight of the FA Cup with a 2-0 
victory over visiting Leeds in a replay 
Wednesday. 

David Ginola, Tottenham's French 
winger, carried his team to victory with 
a 15-minute burst of inspired play early 
in the second half . Ginola set up the first 
goal for Darren Anderton with a quick 
free kick. The Englishman hammered a 
swerving shot from 30 meters ( 1 00 feet), 
which hit the inside of the post and flew 
into the goal. Ginola added, the second 
with a volley from 20 meters and twice 
hit a post after dazzling dribbles. 

In other cup replays, Newcastle, last 
season's losing finalist, triumphed, 1-0, 
at Blackburn, and Derby came from 
behind to down first-division Hudder- 
sfield, 3-1, at Pride Park. . 

' Louis Saha, a French forward starting 
in place of the flu-stricken’ Alan Shearer, 
fired Newcastle's winner. 

shun Valencia beat Barcelona, the 
league leader and cup holder, 4-3, Wed- 
nesday to advance to the se mifinals of 
the King’s Cup, 7-5, on aggregate. 

Two goals by Claudio Lopez and one 
by Miguel Angel Angulo gave Valencia 
a three-goal lead at halftime. Rivaido and 
Oscar hit back early in the second half, 
and Gaizka Mendieta scored to steady 
Valencia. Ronald de Boer finished the 
scoring with Barcelona’s third goaL 
Netherlands Igor Korneev had the 
lone goal as Feyenoord beat RKC Waal- 
wijk, 1-0. to pad its lead in the Dutch 
league to six points. (AP. Reuters) 





GoM GiadwoWIbc Awodaod Plrew 

FLYING HIGH — Andy Hartmann of Switzerland glides above 
Ramsau, Austria, on Thursday in the jumping segment of the team 
combined event at the Nordic Skiing World Championship. Finland 
won the gold in the event that also includes a cross-country relay. 


Predators Are Closing In 

A Playoff Place Is in Sight of Expansion Team 


In Match-Play Event 

12 of Top 20 Seeds Are Beaten in First Round 


The Associated Press 

The Nashville Predators gained 
ground on the Edmonton Oilers and Cal- 
gary Flames in the race for the final 
playoff spot in the Western Confer- 
ence. 

The Predators won, 2-1, in Dallas 
Wednesday night and moved within four 
points of die Oilers and Flames, who 
both failed to win. 

Sergei Krivokrasov’s goal with 28.6 
seconds r emaining lifted die Predators 

NHL Roundup 

over the Stats in their second meeting in 
two nights. Dallas won, 4-3, the night 
before at Nashville in the home-and- 
home series. 

Mighty Ducks 2 , Oilers 1 Paul Kariya 
scored the game winner and added an 
assist as Anaheim won in Edmonton. 

Satires 2 , Flames 2 Defenseman Jason 
Woolley assisted on the first goal and 
scored later in the third as Buffalo earned 
a tie in Calgary. 

Coyotes 2 , Capitals i Rick Tocchet 
and Keith Tkachuk scored first-period 
goals as Phoenix snapped a five-game 
losing streak and broke Washington’ 
five-game home winning streak. 


Btackhawks 3, Blues 1 In SL Louis, 
Doug Gilmour scored twice and goalie 
Mark Fitzpatrick gained his first victory 
since Nov. 17 as Chicago made the 
coaching debut of Lome Molleken a 
success. 

Molleken achieved something in his 
first game that the Blackhawks accom- 
plished only six times previously this 
season — a victory on the road. 

Furthers 5, Flyers 3 Mark Parrish 
scored a power-play goal at 1 1:32 of the 
third penod as Florida beat visiting Phil- 
adelphia. 

Kings 3, Red Wags 2 Luc Robitaille's 
power-play goal in overtime lifted Los 
Angeles to victory in Detroit, snapping 
the Red Wings’ unbeaten streak at seven 
games. 

HaplebMfs2 v Hamcuies2AlynMc- 
Canley returned to the lineup following a 
22-game absence and scored the tying 
goal with 5:05 remaining to give 
Toronto a tie with visiting Carolina. 

■ Csnucks 1, Sharks 1 San Jose OUtshot 
Vancouver 40-13, but only Alex Koro- 
lyuk's got past Garth Snow. 

Dave Scatchard scored for the visiting 
Canucks in the first period. Vancouver 
didn’t get a shot off in either die third 
period or overtime. 


By Clifton Brown . 

New York Times Service 

CARLSBAD, California — One by 
one, a -stunning - numb er of the world’s 
best golfers were rudely dismissed from 
die premises. Ernie Els stood near the 
clubhouse wearing a wry smile that failed 
to hide bis disappointment. Lee West- 
wood stalked oat of La Costa Resort & 
Spam a huff. Colin Montgomerie cleaned 
out bis locker with Ms bead down and 
spoke in hushed tones about his demise. 

And in a poignant scene laterWbd- 
nesday afternoon, three members of last 
year’s U.S. Ryder Cup team were sitting 
in toe locker room packmgtheir bags: 
Mar k O'Meara, Davis Love in, and Tom 
iRhman — all first-round losers. 

Welcome to the Andersen Consulting 
Matoh Play Championship, which began 
and ended Wednesday tor many of the 
game's marquee attractions. Five of the 
top 10 seeds were eliminated, and 12 of 
the top 20, including O’Meara (No. 3), 
Love (No. 4), Westwood (No. 5\ Mont- 
gomerie (No. 6) and Els (No. 7). Every- 
one expected upsets. But hardly anyone 
expected this many, this quickly. 

By nightfall, 18 of the 36 first-round 
matche s had been won by lower-seeded 
players, leaving the tocnieeded survivors . 
in a stronger position. Vigor Woods (No. 
1), David Duval (No. 2), Vijay Singh (No. 
8),Nick Price (No. 9), and Justin Leonard 
(No. 10) all managed to advance. Con- 
. sidering the day’s unexpected events, all 
of die winners were relieved. 

“I'm not going to lie. I'm happy to 
have progressed past toe first day, 1 said 
Duval, who won a difficult march over 
Stephen Leaney, 2 and 1 — or 2 holes 
ahead with one to play. ‘‘You are facing 
a week where you could be beat very 
easily. When you put No. 64 next to a 
player and No. I next to another, it 
visually creates a wider gap than there 
actually is. In this ripe of format, you 
can easily get ousted.” 

It was lonely and dangerous at the top, 
as everyone saw thebeauty and the beast 
of match play. The first event in the new 
World Goff. Championship series' sent 
many of the pre- tournament favorites 
scrambling to make unexpected plane 
reservations. 

O’Meara was beaten by Michael 
Bradley, 4 andZ Love was defeated by 
Steve Pate, I up (meaning thematcb was 
decided on the last hole). Westwood 
s offered a stunning 3-and-2 loss to 
Eduardo Romero of Argentina, a player 
who was without a victory on the Euro- 
pean tour last year. Montgomerie 
suffered another disappointment in a . 
premier event when be was whipped by 
Craig Stadler, 5 and 3. And Els, the two- 


time U.S. Open champion who wcmtiie 
Nissan Open on Sunday, bogeyed No. 7 8 
andJost to Paul Azinger, 1 up* • 

For Els, it was a difficult change of - y 
fortune. Three days earlier, be was cdjfl 
ebritting an impressive victoiy, holdinS. 
off Woods aria Love down me stretcSr 
Wednesday, he tried to explain his loss, ; - 
ah4 prepared to check out of bis hotel ' 

.. “T don't want to.take anything away ’ 
firtan Paul, because he did what he had to 
<k>,”'&id Els. “But I had opportunities ’ 
and l didn’t take them. 1 didn tplay dear 
to the level that I wanted to. 1 camerpff- - 
such a high last week, but l just wasn’t 
sharp. Mentally . I wasawfuL I wanted to 
do well here, and it’s tiisappomtiag.” 
With die match eiriai, Els missed a 12- 
foot putt for birdie at No. 17 that could - - 
have put him 1 up. Then at the par4 Nb. 

18, Bis hit a poor tee shot into me rough, 
followed by a short approach shot and a 
mediocre wedge shot that landed 15 feet 
past the pin just off the green. After 
.Azinger lagged his 35-foot (11-mefer) 
putt for biroie to within, two feet, Els * 
conceded par to Azinger, leaving Elsl 
with his 15-foot putt to keep the match^ 
alive. But Els barely missed me putt, and 
Azineer breathed a slab of relief. 


Els ’s final putt “Neither one ofus really _■ 
ptared that great. He wasn’t on his game, 
and I was able to slip in there.” 

At least Els took his match to toe last 
hole. Montgomerie was dominated by 
Stadler, the 1982 Masters champion, 
who took obvious pleasure in winning. 
The Stadler-Montgomerie match be- 
came tense on No. 13, when Stadler' 
refused to concede Montgomerie’s 
three- and-a-balf foot putt few par. Mont- 
gomerie made toe putt, but he was. not 
. happy, and Stadler didn’t care. _ 

1 There is no love lost in march play, ” 
said Stadler,' who was to face John Hu- y ; 
ston on Thursday. “You’ve got to make 
that putt to stay in toe match. I’m not 
going to give it to him. He can glare all 
be wants, I wouldn’t give it to anybo dmc 
else. Doesn’t bother toe.” j* 

The most anticipated opening-round - 
match was not that close, as Woods 
defeated Nick Faldo, 4 and 3. The most 
bizarre moment of that match occurred 
on No. 14, when a cellular phone rang as 
Faldo was in his downswing on his tee 
shot Faldo flinched, and his pop-up shot 
hit a tree, and landed only about 70 
meters in front of toe tee. But Faldo was 
already 3 down at that point, and be 
simply did not play well enough to 
threaten Woods. 

“It’s nice to get a win under your belt, 
especially when you beat a true champion 
such as Nick Faldo,” Woods said. “I hit 
a lot of good shots at crucial times.”' 
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Rodman Comes and Harris Goes 

i On Rebounder’s First Day With Team? Lakers Give Up on Coach 
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'By Frank Litsky 

New York Times Service 


NEW YORK — The signing of Den- 
nis Rodman has become only the start of 
the remaking of the disappointing Los 
Angeles Lakers. 

Wednesday, less than 24 hours after 
the Lakers signed the eccentric rebound- 
ing star, they dismissed Del Harris in his 
fifth season as their head coach. 

The coaching change was not sur- 
prising, especially because Hams had a 
Cation for being too easy on his 
'layers. 

Lasf season, the Lakers reached the 
Western Conference finals, where they 
wipe swept by the- Utah Jazz. With die 
demise of the Chicago Bulls, die Lakers 
were expected to be championship con- 
tenders m this lockout-shortened season, 
but they are floundering. 

Their record is 6-6. In their last three 
games, all on the road, they lost to the 
Seattle Snpersonics cm Sunday, the Den- 
ver Nuggets on Monday sad the 'Van- 
couver Grizzlies on Tuesday. Before 
Denver played the Lakers, die Nuggets 
had a 1-8 record. Vancouver had not 


regular-season record in four consec- 
utive yearn. 

“The thing that makes it so awkward 
is that Del has been a friend for many 
years,” said West. “The direction of a . 
team is very important. We do fed like 
we have die talent here. I just feel die last 
two games we’ve played have not been 
acceptable.” . . 

As recently as Tuesday night, Sba- 
qtrilTe O’Neal said that Harris was not at 
fault for the team’s poor play. Predict- 
ably, die guard Nick Van Exel, traded 
after last season from the Lakers to Den- 
ver, disagreed. 

“It’s kind of unfortunate that a good 
guy like Del is blamed for our lack of 
cohesion, our lack of effort, our lack of 
energy,” O'Neal said. “However, one 
reasonlcame here is because of my faith 
in upper management." 

Van Exel, who never got along with 
Harris, called die coach “a cancer on the 
Lakers." 

The Lakers’ new coach may face oth- 
er kinds of problems with Rodman, 
whose ability is unquestioned because 
be has been the NBA’s leading re- 


bo under in each of the past seven sea- 
sons. But nightly changes of his hair 
color aside, the 37-year-old Rodman has 
a welLpublicized history of challenging . 
team rules. 

He has shown up late for practice. He 
has head-butted a referee. He has kicked 
a photographer in the groin. He has worn 
a dress at a book signing. He sax oat the 
start of this season while tending to 
personal chores, such as finishing work 
on a movie. 

Wednesday’s schedule was typical 
Rodman — a Lakers practice in the 
afternoon and the Grammy Awards at 
night .. 

He signed a one-year contract with the 
Lakers. But because they are over the 
salary cap, they couid pay him only the 
veterans minimum or $1 milli on, and 
because the season was shortened and be 
has missed so many games be will earn 
less than $500,000. His debut is sched- 
uled for Friday night against the Clippers 
in Los Angeles. • 

At a Dews conference, Harris said dial . 
he had been looking forward to coaching 
Rodman. . 



Auburn Is Taught 
Lopsided Lesson 


(Wi Biui.nThe A-.* ii(J Pw.. 


Alonzo Mourning of the Heat, right, blocking a shot by 
David Wesley of the Hornets during Miami’s victory. 


beaten the Lakers in 12 meetings. 

■ Resurgent Nuggets Show Jazz How to Swing 

WesTsaid he was not sure who would 
replace Harris. He said that Bill Bertka, a 


^longtime assistant, would take over for 
' Thursday night’s game against the Los 
Angeles Clippers in Anaheim, Califor- 
nia. West said that be would then choose 
Kurt Rarabis or Larry Drew to be the 
coach for the rest of die season. Both are 
.Lakers assistant coaches and former 
players. 

Harris was in his 14th season as a head 
coach in die National Basketball As- 
sociation . following four seasons with 
the Houston Rockets and five with the 
Milwaukee Bucks. At the agie of 61, he 
has a 556-461 record. He was 224-116 
■ with the Lakers and had improved their 


. ‘ . The Associated Press 
. The Denver Nuggets, the NBA’s 
worst team last year, got off to a 1- 
8 start this season. 71160 die Lakers 
and Jazz, considered two of the 
league’s best dubs, wait to Denver, 
and the Nuggets beat them both. 

‘ ‘I don’t think it’s strange,” said 
Karl Malone, the Utah forward, 
after Denver’s 97-87 victory on 
Wednesday night handed the Jazz 
only their second loss against, nine 
victories. 

The Jazz had things under con- 
trol until Antonio McDyess, who 
had 24 points before foaling out 
with 4:35 left, and Nick Van Exel 


who scored 21 of bis 23 in the 
second half, led a comeback. Den- 
ver beat the Lakers on Monday. 

critics m. Have 79 Penny 
Hardaway was frigid and Nick 

NBA Roundup 

Anderson wasn’t much better as 
Orlando was roared in Boston. 
Hardaway didn’t score and Ander- 
son had six points. The pair com- 
bined for 54 points the last time 
Orlando played the Celtics. 

Pacers 104, Raptors 84 Indiana 

remained perfect against Canada. 
Rik Smits scored 22 points as the 


host Pacers extended their unbeaten 
streak against Toronto and Van- 
couver to 19. Indiana beat Toronto 
for die 13th consecutive time and is 
6-0 against Vancouver. 

76 m-*m, Kings si Allen Iverson, 
who despite pregame hype was 
rarely matched man-to-man 
against the rookie sensation Jason 
Williams, had 36 -points and 10 
assists for host Philadelphia as he 
thoroughly outplayed nis Sacra- 
mento counterpart. 

Pistons 89, Cavaliers 73 In just 

his second game back from a ham- 
string injury, Joe Dumars put in 26 
points. Detroit has won three of four 


after a five-game losing streak. 

Hsat 9i, Hornets 83 Miami ex- 
tended its winning streak to seven 
behind AJonzo Mourning, who led a 
powerful inside game with 20 points 
and 17 rebounds in Charlotte. None 
of Miami's opponents has reached 
85 points during the screak. 

Thul Blanrs 94, *tots 85 Portland 
won its fifth straight and handed 
host New Jersey its fifth successive 
loss as Walt Williams scored nine of 
his 22 points in the fourth quarter. 

Spurs 99, Sup«r$onic& 81 In San 

Antonio. David Robinson and Tim 
Duncan were unstoppable, combin- 
ing for 47 points ana 30 rebounds. 


The AssoekBed Press 

Auburn, which has won a 
lot of lopsided games this sea- 
son. found out what iT’ s like to 
lose by a big margin. 

Pat Bradley scored 23 
points and Chris Walker ad- 
ded a career-high 21 as 
Arkansas stunned foe second- 
ranked Tigers, 104-88, Wed- 
nesday night. 

"When they got a double- 
digit lead, we couldn’t come 
back." said Cliff Ellis, foe 

Collude Basketball 

Auburn coach. “I thought our 
shot selection was poor." 

Auburn had been winning 
by an average of 23 points this 
season. The Tigers* only pre- 
vious loss was at Kentucky, 
72-62. on Jan. 20. 

But Auburn (25-2, 13-2 
Southeastern Conference), 
allowing .only 59 points a 
game, could qoi contain the 
Razorbacks (20-8, 9-6). 

No.1 Duk«96,D«Paul54 In 

Chicago. Trajan Langdon 
scored 25 points, Elton Brand 
had 20 points, 16 rebounds 
and 4 blocks and Duke (28- 1 ) 
tied a school record with its 
23d successive victory. 

No. 5 Maryland 77, Clumson 

60 Steve Francis scored a ca- 
reer-high 32 points and Mary- 
land set a school record for 
regular-season victories. 

Francis also bad five 
dunks, eight rebounds and six 
steals for the host Terrapins 
(24-4. 12-3 Atlantic Coast 
Conference). 

No. 8 St. John’s 73, Notre 

Dam* 53 In New York, Ty- 
rone Grant and Lavor Postell 
each scored 19 points as Si. 


John ’s kepi alive its hopes for 
a share of foe Big East reg- 
ular-season title. 

The Red Storm (23-6. 1 4-3 ) 
is tied with Miami for second 
place in the conference, one 
game behind Connecticut 
Troy Murphy, a freshman, 
scored 22 points for ihe Fight- 
ing Irish (13-15, 7-10). 

No. 10 Ohio St. 63, No. 16 
Wisconsin 54 Scoonie Penn 
scored a career-high 30 
points, including nine down 
the stretch, as Ohio Slate beat 
visiting Wisconsin . 

Ohio State (22-6), which 
finished last in the Big Ten 
with a 1 - 15 record last season, 
improved its league record to 
12-3 and lockcd~up the No. 2 
seed behind the champion. 
Michigan State. 

No. 13 Kentucky 88, 
Vanderbilt 63 Seniors Wayne 
Turner. Scott Padgett and 
Heshimu Evans each scored 
in double figures m their final 
home game for Keniucks 
(22-7, 1 1-4 SEC). The Wild- 
cats shot 53 percent from the 
field and held Vanderbilt (13- 
14. 4-ll)io 33 percent. 

No. 19 Florida 89, S. Caro- 
lina B1 Kenyan Wcafcs hit four 
3-pointers and Florida con- 
tinued its laie-season .shoot- 
ing surge. 

Florida (19-6. 10-5 SEC) 
finished 1 7 for 35 from behind 
the 3-point arc against visiting 
South Carolina (7-20. 2- 1 3). 

No. 20 Indiana 70, Illinois 64 

Luke Recker scored 22 points, 
including back-to-back 3- 
pointersm the second half. a> 
Indiana won ai Illinois. 

Indiana ( 2 1 -9, 8-7 ) set a B tg 
Ten record with its seventh 
overtime game this season. 
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St Bcnav&rhn 66, Rhode bland 62 


C Kemp 7-U 1 8-1324; D: Dimtan 8-145-5 ai.hnm n MJssbstppi 74 

26. Rmfteomfc— Ciewtand U CKatnp 77). LSU 74, Mtekslpp) St 63 
Detroit 47 (Rdd. Me 8). Assiste— Oewibnd N.can>BnaSt71.RoridaSt.63 
ZL Detro423 (GJ-tHJ 17). • TataneBS Mempi*79 - 

Mtml . 1*«-»^»--*lTCtfnBasSt62.We7mM*»45 

Oaten* 25 H 22 15—83 Miami, OMa 71* wit 60 

M: Mourning 7-166-11 2ft O Pfdte 7- 134- Missouri 75. Iowa St 64 
62a MbMWte-Mtanl 57 IMouretag 17). OWo St 63. Wisconsin 54 
Chadatta 45 (Coteman 145.- toWm—MJam) Ohio U.8L Akron 64 
22 {Hnriaway6)> Chartofr* IS. . Peiw5t»MUitjaii72 
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New Jersey 32 17 II 18- 85 Cotorado78LTeiwTech68 
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Best on 31 19 33 24-111 

Ck Ausrin 4-8^9 14 B;PteCB 7-15 2-2 w. 
Rebound*— Orlando 58 (Croat 11). Boston 60. 
(Rbey 14). Asdsto-Oitando 16 (Hardaway 
si. Boston 32 (Wsflav. tCAndenoa 8). ' 


14 9-14 29. Esfceaed*— Seattle 57 tsdnmrf 
81 San Airianto 57 (RoWman 17): 

AstUs— Seattle 17 (Payton 8), Son Antonto 

20 (Johnson 7). Tata) touU-5««e 2S 5on Ai»1wto156«xl20W doctored. 
Antonio 31. West Indies Board XI 55 and 121-4 

Utt 23 17 29 II— 87 Mttdi ended in a draw. 

Maw IB 2* 31 26-97 MOAN TOT MUMHOMMIP 

Ih Malone 5-13 12-1824 WmEseiM'646 *s»u«Ay».ilim - 
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Utob 50 (MatoneB), Denver 41 (FortsonT). thursoavih Colombo. s« lank* 

AmUfts— Utah 21 (Stockton 8). Denver 18 (S81-7dedoi«l) 

(Wm Bed 7). Sri Lanka 721-2 
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WIDNUMT UNin 

Phoeato 2 o 

WasWogten • 1 


First Period: P-Tocchet 22 iNummlne n 
RoenidO (pp). 2. P-Tkoctrok 22 (Stapleton. 
Carney) Second Period: W- Bellows 11 
(Svdkovsky) TMri Period: None. Shots on 
•oak P- 844-76. W- 3-11-6-20. GoaHes: P- 
KhaMju&n W-Kutop. 

CveBna 1 1 0 8-2 

Toronto 0 110-2 

First Period: Carolina Primeov 26 
(Slteapard) Second Period: Corofeia. 
Kaparien 1 7 (Primeaa Stieaparri) (pp). 3. T- 
Sundln 21 (Korpovtsev, Thomas] TfcM 
Period: T-MctoJtey 8 (McAUlsler. Johnson) 
Overfae None. Sbots on 900k CoreUna 73* 
1841-31. T- 12-8-10-1—31. Coasts: 
Carolina, lit*. T-Joeeph. 

PMatototata 8 2 1-3 

Florida D 3 2-6 

First Period; Nona. Second Period: P- 
Bureau 4 (Zubrus) 2, P- Ltndros 35 (LeClair, 
Jones] 1 F-Bayie 1 (Hides. Worreffl 4. F- 
-MeHonby 79 (Spocek, Multori 5, F- Kvasha 10 
(Boyto Buiko) (pp). TBird Ptriod: P- 
'DeakjnSns 73 (BrinriAaiouc Babychj (pp). 

7, F-Parrish 16 (Kvasha, Meflmby) (pp).& 
F-Kaztov 1U (on). Shots on god: P- 10-7- 
10-27. F- 8186—24. Goodes: P- 
VunbtesbnMA- F-Bwko. 

LwAegvfcs 0 0 2 1-3 

Detrett 1 1 a 0-2 

Fast Period: D-SSanahan 22 (Yzerman, 
LMN row) Second Period: D-Ftdorw 17 
(Brown, Holmstroml ThW Period: LA- 
Audotle IT (LQpentore] 4 UA.-Btafce 5 
(Preoget, SturopeO dwlrtne: & LA-- 
Rabltadle 31 (Audett^ StumpeO (pp). Shots 

00 scat LA.- 15414-3— 40l D-11-7-7.J— 30. • 
Goafcs: LVFlset. D-Ospood 
CMcago 2 8 1-3 

St. Louis 0 1 0-1 

Rrst Period: C-GJimRir 15 (Muir. 
Emerson) Z C-Oitmour 16 (CTedas) Second 
1 Period: S J.-Macimls 1 7 (Tuns 001s Demltro) 
Third Period: C-Zlroronay 12 (OfcryL 
Zinotek) ShoH on poofcC- 7-5-4—16. SJ_- 10- 
9-7—26. SaaBeK C-FltipatrieL S.L- 
McLennan. 

NatMBe 0 1 1-2 

Dallas 0 18-1 

Rrs} Period: None: Second Period: D-HuO 


21 iModona LeMlnen) Z Naslwifle Brunette 
9 (Kitafcrasw. Ronmnqj (pp). Third Period: 
Nashville, Knvokmsov 19 (Bontelcaul Shots 
an goto: NastTMUe 5-12-8-25. D- 4-7-7-18. 
Goalies: Nashville. VoLaun. D-Tuiok. 

Baffeto 1 0 I 0-2 

Calgary 10 1 0—2 

First Period: B-Bmwn 16 (Groseh. 
WoofleyJ Z C-Sfwntt 71 (Bassets Flew y) 
Second Ported: None. Third Period: c-lglnta 

22 (Wtemert 4. B-, Woolley 5 (WonL Peca) . 
Overtime: None. Shots an goat B- 10-7-9- 
3-28. C- 13-8-13-1 — 35. GooBok B-Rotoson. 
C-Brettiwane. 

Anriwfea 0 0 2—2 

Edmonton 0 0 1—1 

First Period: None. Second Period: None. 
Third Period: A-Sehume 32 (Koriyal Z E- 
Murruy 12 (Fottoaa Smyth) 3. A-Kariyo 26 
(RuoclMt) Shots aa 900b A- 5-9-10—24 E- 
16-10-7-31 Goalies: A- Roussel. E- . 

Passmore. 

Vaocotmr 1 0 P 0—1 

San Jose 0 1 0 8-1 

First Period: V-Berluzri 9 (Aucato, 

Scoclwto Second Period: SJ.-Koroiyuk 6 
(Stums Murphy) (pp). Third Period: None. 
Overtfae: None. Shots on soak V- 7-64- 
0—13- SJ.- 16-9-14-1—40. Gordies: v-Snow. 
SJ. -Vernon. 


Brood! Jobe det. JeM Shimon 3 ond 2. 

Fred Couples def. Dudley Hart 2-up. 

Sadi Hoch dct. Ian Woasnam. 3 and 2. 
Eduardo Romero del Lee Mfesfteood 3 <md2 
Greg Norman del Jonn Cook, 3 and 2. 

Phil Mlckelson del. Joe OitAi 3 and 2. 

Lee Jonren del. Glen Day. 3 ond 2. 
lower bracket: 

David Duval del. Stephen Leonty. 2 and I. 
Bin Gto&sen def. Slvon Appleby, 2 and 1. 
Andrew Magee def. Damn Ctoita. l-up. 
Thomas Bjorn def. Brian Watts. 1-Up. 
Pou)Aringerdei.EmleEls,l-up. 

Loren Roherts del. Hal Suttorw 5 and 4. 
Judin Leomd del Mkpiel A. Jimenez. * ond 1 
Shigeki Marojarna del. Stove Stricken 3 ond 2. 
Michael Bradley del. Meek O’Meara. J and X 
Jeso M. Otaubal def. Billy Mayfdto 5 and 3. 
Steve Jones def. Steve Elkhigten, 2 and 1 . 
Scan Vetpiank del. Tam Lehnuiu 3 and l . 
CnKg Sfadtar Net Gain Motdgomerte 5 and 3. 
John Huston def. Boh Estei 3 and 2. 

Patrfk SK»tond def. Jim Furyk. 5 and 3. 

Catos Franco del MorttQjfcmeccftb 2 ml I. 


NORDIC SKIING 


FA Cup 


VrottLD MATCH P&AT 
ftooutt* Wednesday from die tirot round of 
me S5 mfllon Andenen Consulting Retch 
Plot Ctomgkmthip at La CosU Reeert end 
Spa. Cwtsbad. CteHomte. 

UPPER BRACKET: 

Tiger Woods def. Nidc Ftrtda 4 and a 
Boh Tway def. Tom Watson. 6 and 4. 

Crtrig Pmry def. Jasper Pomewfc. 7 -up. 
Stewort Clnk def . Payne Slewna 3 ond 2. 
V^gy Singh def. Rocco Mediate. 5 and 3. 
Bernhard longer M. Brad Fmtn*aul7. 
Nick Price def. Frankie Mnoia 4 and 3. 

Jeff Maggeri def. Fred Funk, 2-op. 

Steve Pate def. Daws Love ML l-up. 


Would championships 

THURSDAY IN RAMSAU. AUSTRIA 
WOMEN'S 4 if-KM I|Ur 

1. Russia, S3 mWwtes, 59 Seconds: 2- Ittrty. 
1 minute, 24J. behind; 3. Germany- 2074 4. 
Norway. 2:10Z.5.Switz.22SA 6. UKralnea 
2-.37A 7. Czech Rep- 3:38-5; B. Sirndea 
ZM3; 9. France, 7 5Ml Ift Estonia. 3282. 
coMRonpram 

1. Fin lard ski lumping 2436 poUris/cross- 
country 49 minutes 342 seconds; 2. Norway 
220^48:15.9 1:142 behind; 1 Ruusto 
233-5^0:19-4 l-S3>, 4. France 22LW937J 
1*32; 5. Japan 23OS«0-J62 2205; 6. Ger- 
many 227. 9/5037. 1 237.9: 7. Austria 
221^5fe41 J> 334-4; 8. Czech Repuhte 
210-5)50:132 430 lI; 9. Switzeriond 

215-L57J7J SJJ.J; 10. United States 
1954/5IL40.1 635.9 DW nal finish: Holy. 


mm round 
Btockbum a Newcastle I 
Derby 1 Huddersfield I 
Tottenham 2. Leeds a 

. Spanish Cup 

QUARTERFINAL. RETURN LEG 
Espanyal 7. Arietta Madrid 4 
(AIMIca win 6-2 on aggregate) 

Deporttvo Coni no I. Maltorea Q 
IDrporttvo win 2-1 on aggregate) 

Vaienda A Barcelona 3 
(Valencia win t-5 an aggregate) 

Real Madrid l Racing Santander Q 
(Real Madrid win 7-2 on aggregate) 
DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 
Feyenooid 1. RKC WaafuriikO 
NAC Breda a Gtnafschap Ooeffncriem ? 
standings: Feyenoora 4ft Vitesse 

Arnhem 43. Rada JC Kerkrade 37; Twcnte 
Enschede 34- Ajro Amsterdam 35; Heeren- 
veen35; PSV Eindhoven 34: A Z Alkmaar %* 
WWem II TBhuig 31; Ufredit29s . NEC Nijme- 
gen 2& Fortune smart 24. Cambour 
Leeuwvden 21; MW Maastricht 21; Groaf- 
schap Doetinchem 32 Sparta Rortefttom 15- 
NAC Breda 13b RKC Waolwgk 12. 


TRANSITIONS 


AMERICAN LEAdUE 

Florida —Signed RHP Braden Looaer. 
RHP Justin Sprier. RHP Netson Lara. LHP 
Brent BIBIngsley. C Raman Castro and OF 
Jahne Jones In 1-year contracts. 

Kansas city— S igned OF Curtis Pnde n 
minor league contract- 
N-Y. Yankees — S igned Joe Torre, manager. 
to 2-year cantraci ^tension through me TUCi 
season. 

baikitiau 

NATIONAL. BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
la. LAKE ns— Fired Del Hams, coach. 
SACRAMENTO— Signed C Scot Polled. 
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APPRECIATION 


Remembering Siskel 


By Janet Maslin 

ft>n~ Yurj Tima Service 

N EW YORK — It didn’t 
take much to draw Geoe 
Siskel into heated debate on 
some film-related matter. All 
you had to do was get him 
started. Then his enthusiasm 
rook over, whether on the 
page, on television or after 
hours. I remember him glee- 
fully backing Jack Valenti, 
president of the Motion Pic- 
ture Association of America, 
into a comer one night at the 
Cannes International Film 
Festival about eight years ago. 
arguing tenaciously that a new 
NC-17 ratings category would 
be more useful than the old, 
onerous X. The only way 
Valenti could escape was by 
promising to continue the con- 
versation at some later date. 

Ji was no surprise that 
Siskel. whose death on Sat- 
urday at S3 came as a shock 
despite his very public illness, 
handled that encounter with 
courtesy as unwavering as his 
doggedness. In a profession 
not known for affability, he 
seemed the most gracious crit- 
ic around. Even when enga- 
ging in critical fisticuffs with 
Roger Ebert, his friend and 
foil in a partnership that turned 
televised Film criticism into 
such lively spectator sport, he 
showed a convivial ease. 

In more than two decades 
since the Siskel and Ebert 
critical juggernaut began, 
film reviewing changed as 
dramatically as filmmaking 
did. These two public per- 
sonalities became such celeb- 
rities in their own right that 
film studios placed full-page 
commemorative ads in Vari- 
ety after Siskel's death. 

He and Ebert led the way 
toward a more democratic 
critical universe. Their prom- 
inence came at a time when 
films were newly available on 
videotape and a new breed of 


film awareness, not to say 
movie mania, swept into pop- 
ular culture. With concise, 
thumb-pointing assessments 
and sharp disputes, they 
vasdy outshined their imitat- 
ors and set the tone for arm- 
chair film talk everywhere. 

They made the most-of this 
film fever while also recog- 
nizing its perils. As Siskel 
wrote memorably of one of 
his favorite films last yean 

“Bad News: Jonathan 

Demme’s deeply moving ‘Be- 
loved,’ a tribute to generations 
of African-American women 
who survived slavery, fell vic- 
tim to the pointless hoopla 
surrounding weekend box of- 
fice statistics that compared a 
three-hour slavery drama with 
a 97-minute horror picture 
(“Bride of Chucky”). A jour- 
nalist should not argue for die 
withholding of information, 
but I’m against the release of 
box-office statistics. Ob. how 
I long for the good of days 
when cab drivers didn't ask 
me if I thought ‘Waterworks 
would ever break even.” 

□ 

Siskel. critic for The Chica- 
go Tribune since 1969, will be 
remembered for bis warm per- 
sona and for thumb-raising 
that could be eclectic despite 

his show's mains tream pop- 
ularity. (His top five films of 
1994: “Hoop Dreams,’’ 

“Pulp Fiction/' “Ed Wood." 
“32 Short Films about Glenn 
Gould,” “Quiz Show.”) And 
he, along with Ebert, must be 
admired for displaying cour- 
age and dignity throughout 
the nine months since Siskel 
underwent brain surgery yet 
did his best to carry on. 

He was in top form only 
months ago when he said of 
Jeny Springer’s lurid “Ring- 
master,” “In 30 years of re- 
viewing movies I haven't 
used the word ‘mendacious/ 
but that streak is now over.” 


A Struggle to Expose an Avant-Garde Talent 



■ By Joan Dupont 

Inieriiiiiioiul Hrfiihi Trilume 

A MSTERDAM — Here they are 
— die erotic draped nudes, the 
surrealist self-exposures, and haute 
couture cover-girls floating along- 
side a hideous death-head collage of 
Hitler. Strange bedfellows’, set in 
Amsterdam's Ashkenazi ’syn- 
agogue complex where the Jewish 
Historical Museum is exhibiting 
“A Fetish for Beauty — Avant- 
Garde Photography of Erwin Blu- 
menfeld.” 

The exhibition, created at the 
Barbican An Gallery in London by 
William Ewing (author of a book 
with the same title), has traveled to 
Zurich. Lausanne, Berlin and Paris. 
The Amsterdam opening was spe- 
cial, because this is where the cos- 
mopolitan Blumenfeid, who was 
bom in Berlin and died in Rome, 
began his life as a photographer. 

“I don't think my father ever set 
foot in a synagogue." said Yorick 
Blumenfeid, “and he had a love- 
hate relationship with the Dutch.” 
The photographer’s youngest son 
contnbured pictures from his own 
collection to the show, as did his 
brother, Henry, and his sister. Lis- 
ette. “Each city has ‘focused on 
another aspect of our father's life. 
Amsterdam is the most important 
after Berlin because he spent' 17 
years here, and you can see that 
from the stan. he was an artist.” 
The show, which runs until April 
25, ends on a portrait of the artist in 
Amsterdam's red-light district, one 
of his mocking self-exposures. Red, 
he told Yorick, was a fitting color 
for someone who had prostituted 
himself to fashion and commerce. 

In that savage tone, Blumenfeid 
chronicled his years of snuggle and 
ascension in a 1969 aurobiography 
(“Jadis et Daguerre” in French: to 
be published in English as “Eye to 
I"). Bom in 1S97. a tum-of-the- 
century child reared in Berlin bour- 
geois comfort, he was handed his 
first camera at age 10. 

Yorick related that his grand- 
father, an umbrella manufacturer, 
went insane with syphilis and died 



bankrupt. “My father had to work 
as an apprentice instead of going to 
university/’ 

A friend of the artists Oskar 
Kokoschka and Paul Citroen, Blu- 
menfeid fell in love. with Citroen’s 
cousin Lena, who was from a 
Dutch Jewish family. An ambu- 
lance driver in -World War I, he 
deserted the army to set up shop 
selling ladies' handbags on Kal- 
verstragt, Amsterdam’s chic shop- 
ping avenue. 

He sent Tristan- Tzara a self- 
portrait collage proclaiming him-' 
self president of the Dutch Dadaist 
movement. 

The Dadaist made a miserable 
businessman, but he struck gold 
when he discovered a secret dark- 
room in die shop, complete with a 
camera and equipment to make en- 
largements. This is where be did his 
first experiments, multiple expo- 
sures, special effects with mirrors 
and ground glass; be worked like an 
alchemist to achieve surreal ef- 
fects. 

He concocted a dream-like vi- 
sion. inspired by Roger van de Wey- 
den's virgins, of a swooning wom- 
an, swathed in cloth. His wife and 
children were models: Tara Twain, 
a Hollywood actress, posed for his 
first published photo; for another 
there was Erika Mann, daughter of 
the writer, and Genevieve Rouault, 
daughter of the painter. He had his 
first show in 1932. 

* ‘The Dutch press blasted him/* 
his son said, pointing to the reviews 
on exhibit. “They said he had no 
talent — it rolled right off him.” 

- In 1933. when Hitler came to 
power, the photographer made a 
paste- up of me dictator — a skull- 
head. blood dripping from the eye 
sockets. (Ten years later, die U.S. 
Air Force dropped flyers of the 
collage over Germany.) The rise of 
Hitler marked the end of his Dutch 
period, he liquidated the shop and 
left for Paris, without passport, 
money, or wife. 

Genevieve Rouault introduced 
him to Parisian society. B lumenfeld 
had little love for Genevieve's fa- 
ther, Georges — “a prima donna” 


Erwin Blumenf eld’s “Self-Portrait,” taken circA 1943. 


who posed for' him along with 
Bruno Waiter, Francois Mauriac, 
Henri Matisse. He also photo- 
graphed the artist Leonor Fini as a 
wood nymph and Carmen. Rodin’s 
model for “The Kiss/’ in the nude 
as a dilapidated old woman. 

“We were very Dow because the 
French never paid.” Yorick said, 
“but they took him seriously as an 
artist/’ 

Cecil Beaton arranged for an in- 


terview at Vogue, and in 1939, 
Blumenfeid did three Vogue port- 
folios of veiled beauties in striped 
organdies and duchess satins by 
Balenciaga.' and the famous Tour 
Eiffel shot, with a model poised 
like a bird in' flight, dressed by 
Lucien Lalong. “He poured all his 
knowledge of fashion and textiles 
from his early Amsterdam days in- 
to the portfolios.” 

Blumenfeid had just returned 


from New York, where he clinched. . 
a contract with Harper’s Bazaar/ 
when war was declared. “Mother 
was fine because she was Dutch, 
but he. was an enemy alien so we 
were confined to a kind of house 
arrest in Vezelay,” his son sakfc | 
“The kids threw stones and called 
me a. spy’s son, a dirty Jew. One*: 
France was occupied, the Gerinanf 
went after him because of those 
anti-Hitler photos/’ He wasi. in- 
terned in a series of camps for for- - 
eigners and miraculously released. 

The family got out through Mar- 
seille, but the ship, held up in Cas- 
ablanca, was infested by rats and 
pestilence. The children fell sick; 
Yorick almost died of the plague. 

Blumenfeld’s “career really 
took Off in New York." Yorick * 
said. “Harpers embraced him and; * 
he became -one of the highest-paid 
photographers in America. 

Not, a tall man, no beauty, the 
photographer had success with, 
women. “I don't think he had re- 
lationships with the models/’ 
Yorick said. . 

Advertisers solicited him. as did 
friends like Elizabeth Arden and 
Helena Rubinstein, and companies 
like L'Oreal, but others turned 
away, finding him difficult and ex- 
pensive. He had slack periods, dark- 
moods. 

Ever in control. Blumenfeid 
planned his own death on July 4, 
1969. “He had been sick and he 
wanted to go fast He provoked a 
massive heart attack." His son re- 
members him as “an amazing man. 
with charisma, wit and great nat- 
ural intelligence. ’ ’ 

Yorick said: “He could be heart- 
less, quite focused on. himself, yet 
looking back, he was an excep- 
tionally capable father who had 
ambitions for all of us.” 

Lisette married an artist: Henry 
is a physicist; Yorick is a writer ana 
editor at Thames and Hudson 
where he directs a collection. Pros- 
pects for Tomorrow. This spring, 
he is bringing out “The Naked and 
foe Veiled,” a book on Blumen- 
feld’s nudes, “his finest, most orig- 
inal work.” 


T HE 23-year-old soul diva. Lauryn 
Hill won five Grammys, a record for 
a female artist, with foe first hip-hop 
recording to be named album of the year. 
“The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill,” at 
the 41st Annual Grammy -Awards cer- 
emony in Los Angeles. Hill, whose al- 
bum mixes rhythm-and-blues, gospel, 
pop and rap. also received a Grammy for 
best new artist. Hill’s five Grammys 
surpassed by one foe number won by 
Carole King for her "Tapestry” album 
in 1971. The two other top awards on 
Wednesday night went to “My Heart 
Will Go On.” written by James Horner 
and Will Jennings and sung by Celine 
Dion, which won record of the year and 
song of the year. The song, from foe 
u linkable “Titanic” sound track, also 
won an award for best pop vocal per- 
formance. The other big winners were 
also female, including Alanis Moris- 
sette for best rock song and best female 
rock vocal performance for “Unin- 
vited,” and Shania Twain for best 
country female singer and best country 
song for “You’re Still the One.” Sheryl 
Crow’s "The Globe Sessions” was 
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named best rock album. Madonna's 
‘ ‘Ray of Light’ ’ best pop album, and the 
Dixie Chicks’ “Wide Open Spaces” 
best country album. Eric Clapton re- 
ceived the award for best male pop vocal 
performance for “My Father’s Eyes.” 

□ ' 

The scantily clad-cast of “Baywatch” 
may not move to Australia after all. 
Surfers and citizens from a seaside sub- 
urb north of Sydney turned angrily 
against foe producers of foe popular life- 
guard TV show, telling them to leave 
their beach alone. The makers of foe 
California beach series, which is seen in 
147 countries, had hoped to change lo- 
cation to foe small Australian community 
of Avalon to inject new life into foe aging 
show. But at a near-riotous town hall 
meeting Wednesday night, residents 
shouted down the show's executive pro- 
ducer. Gregory Bonnan. “We will not 
go where we are clearly not wanted.” 
said Bonnan. who bolstered foe careers of 
the “Baywatch” stars Pamela Ander- 
son and David Hasselhof. The top tour- 
ism body. Tourism Council Australia, 


reacted by saying, “ ‘Baywatch’ should 
be encouraged to film here, given foe 
tremendous exposure and jobs created as 
a result of foe series being screened to 
more than one billion viewers.” 

□ 

Sir Evelyn Rothschild, the head of 
foe banking dynasty, has separated from 
his wife. The 67-year-old banker, who is 
chairman of N.M. Rothschild & Sons, 
did not give reasons for the breakup of his 
25-year marriage with Lady Rothschild,, 
who was bom Victoria ’ Schott. The 
couple have two sons and a daughter. 

□ 

The cartoonist Garry Trudeau re- 
turned this week to a favorite “Doones- 
bury” story line: sweatshop conditions at 
foreign factories that make goods for U.S. 
retailers. He cited specific manufacturers 
that have been sued for allegedly using 
forced labor and made one the bun of a 
joke about “spring colonial wear.” but 
on Wednesday had to issue this cor- 
rection: “The information I was given' 
was inaccurate. Liz Claiborne and Ralph 


Lauren were not included in the suit I 
deeply regret this mistake and would like 
to apologize to both companies.” 

□ 

A court in Montpellier, France, has 
ordered the French rap singer Didier 
Morville to serve three months in jail for 
assaulting a flight attendant and break- 
ing her nose. Morville, alias Joey Starr of 
foe group NTM. attacked foe woman in 
a hotel last year. The victim suffered 
damage to her face that kept her off the 
job for 12 days. NTM has already faced 
legal action for lyrics that urged violence 
against the police. 

□ 

The director David Cronenberg, 
whose film “Crash” prompted both 
boos and raves at the Cannes film fes- 
tival in 1996. will head foe jury this year, 
the festival announced Thursday. “It’s 
going to be intoxicating and thrilling.” 
foe Canadian filmmaker said. Cronen- 
berg won the Grand Prize in 1996 for 
“Crash.” which showed lovers getting 
their kicks from car crashes. 



Lauryn Hill with her five awards, a Grammy record for a female singer. 
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Steps to follow for easy calling worldwide; 

1 . Just dal the AT&T Access Number for the country 
you ore calling from. 

2. Dial the phone number you're calling. 

3. Dial your card number. 



AT&T Access Numbers 


Austria-... 022- Ml 3*0 1 1 

Bel glume 040D-HXMO 

Czech Republic* 00-42-000-101 

Egypt •( Cairo)* SI 0-0200 

France, 04100-99-001 1 

Ge r many . 01304)010 

For access numbers not listed al 


Greece* 00-000-131! 

Irelands 1400-550-000 

Israel 1400-94-94-949 

Italy* - -.172-101 1 

Netherlands* 0000-022-91 1 1 

Rusds [Moscow)!.. 7554042 

, ask any operator for AT&T Dir 
www.att.com/traveJer 


Saudi Arabia v 1400-10 

Sp*ln 90O494HM I 

Sweden 020-7954 1 1 

Switzerland* —.0800-89-001 1 

United Kingdom * + 080049-001 1 
United Kingdom * + 050049401 1 

Service, or vlsir our Web site ar 



It's all within your reach. 
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